Smashing rackets has 
become commonplace, 
but is it good for tennis? 

Back page _ 



FACES 

Netflix, Marvel collect 
best picture nominations 
on day of Oscar firsts 

Page 17 


MILITARY 

Army addressing families’ 
concerns with housing 
overhaul at Baumholder 

Page 4 


Victims of Taiiban bombing mostiy Afghan inteiligence officers »i 


STARS 



STRIPES. 

stripescom 


Volume 77, No. 199 ©ss 2019 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2019 ^«¥ 5 o 500/Free to Deployed Areas 


Supreme Court allows transgender ban 

In 5-4 decision, justices rule that Trump’s controversial policy can stay in place pending lawsuits 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday ruled in favor of a controver¬ 
sial Trump administration ban of trans¬ 
gender personnel in the military, allowing 
the measure to stay in place pending sev¬ 
eral lawsuits to fight the move. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis¬ 


trict of Columbia said recently that a lower- 
court judge erred in blocking the policy, 
also known as the “Mattis Plan,” which 
was named for former Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis, who drafted its specifics. The 
policy originated from a proposal in 2017 
by President Donald Trump. 

The Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision on 
Tuesday was issued along ideological lines, 
with the court’s Republican-controlled 


majority backing a pair of lower-court de¬ 
cisions to allow the ban to be enforced. 

A White House effort to ban transgen¬ 
der people from military service has been 
mired in confusion, chaos and a web of liti¬ 
gation nearly two years after Trump fired 
off tweets that ignited the controversy, ex¬ 
perts have said. 

A 2016 Pentagon policy to open the 
military to transgender individuals had 


remained in place, but a Trump adminis¬ 
tration effort to reverse that plan created 
a chilling effect for potential recruits and 
heightened fears for some servicemem- 
bers, some advocates for transgender per¬ 
sonnel have said. 

The Defense Department lauded the rul¬ 
ing Tuesday. 

SEE COURT ON PAGE 2 
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Andrew Medichini/AP 


U.S. and Italian flags were placed at 
each of the headstones for Tuesday’s 
commemoration ceremony. 


NETTUNO, Italy 

P vt. Sullivan Africano never 
made it to shore during an 
Allied invasion of Italy. 

Africano’s ship hit a mine 
on Jan. 22,1944, and sank in 
the rough, stormy sea, killing him and 
482 others aboard. 

Officials read his and two other 
American casualties’ stories aloud 
Tuesday at the Sicily-Rome Ameri¬ 
can Cemetery to punctuate the great 
human cost of freeing Italy from fas¬ 
cism in World War II. 

It was part of a 75th anniversary 
commemoration of the Allied landings 
at Anzio and Nettuno. The amphibious 
assaults began a five-month campaign 
that resulted in the liberation of Rome, 
but also took the lives of 28,000 Allied 
troops, including 11,000 Americans. 
SEE FASCISM ON PAGE 5 


Remembering those 
who fought fascism 

War dead honored in 75th anniversary 
commemoration of Anzio, Nettuno invasions 

A World War II re-enactor wearing an American uniform salutes 
a marble cross during a ceremony at the Sicily-Rome American 
Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy, on Tuesday to commemorate the landing 
of Allied forces on the shores of Anzio and Nettuno in 1944. 









Page 2 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 23,2019 


MILITARY 


Court: Ruling disappoints advocates 


The Department of Defense has the 
authority to create and implement 
personnel policies it has determined are 
necessary to best defend our nation, f 

Kerri Kupec 

Justice Department spokeswoman 


Lawyer: SEAL officer to plead 
not guilty to several charges 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“The Department is pleased 
with the orders issued by the 
Supreme Court today,” said Air 
Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, a 
Pentagon spokeswoman. “We will 
continue to work with the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice regarding next 
steps in the pending lawsuits.” 

However, Gleason stressed the 
Supreme Court ruling does not 
affect current servicemembers; 
it affects only people joining or 
attempting to join the military. 

“As always, we treat all trans¬ 
gender persons with respect and 
dignity,” Gleason said. “[The 
Defense Department’s] proposed 
policy is not a ban on service by 
transgender persons. It is critical 
that DOD be permitted to imple¬ 
ment personnel policies that it de¬ 
termines are necessary to ensure 
the most lethal and combat-effec¬ 
tive fighting force in the world.” 

The Justice Department also 
praised the decision Tuesday. 

“We are pleased the Supreme 
Court granted stays in these cases, 
clearing the way for the policy to 
go into effect while litigation con¬ 
tinues,” said Kerri Kupec, a Jus¬ 
tice Department spokeswoman. 
“The Department of Defense has 
the authority to create and imple¬ 
ment personnel policies it has 
determined are necessary to best 
defend our nation.” 

LGBTQ rights organizations 
immediately criticized Tuesday’s 
decision. 

Lambda Legal and OutServe- 
SLDN filed the first complaint 
against the transgender ban. 
Their case, filed on behalf of 
transgender servicemembers 
and transgender individuals 
aspiring to join the military, is 
working its way through the U.S. 
District Court in Seattle. The or¬ 


ganizations called the Supreme 
Court decision “perplexing,” and 
“disappointing.” 

“For more than 30 months, 
transgender troops have been 
serving our country openly with 
valor and distinction, but now 
the rug has been ripped out from 
under them, once again,” Lambda 
Legal Counsel Peter Renn said. 
“We will redouble our efforts to 
send this discriminatory ban to 
the trash heap of history where it 
belongs.” 

GLBTQ Legal Advocates & 
Defenders, or GLAAD, brought 
another case against the ban 
to federal court. Jennifer Levi, 
the nonprofit’s director of trans¬ 
gender rights, said the Trump 
administration had a “cruel ob¬ 
session with ridding our mili¬ 
tary of dedicated and capable 
servicemembers.” 

At least four court cases had 
put the Trump transgender ban 
on hold. 

The Palm Center, a research 
institute that studies LGBTQ 
inclusion in the military, urged 
the Defense Department not to 
reinstate the transgender ban 
despite the Supreme Court’s deci¬ 
sion. Palm Center Director Aaron 
Belkin said in a statement that it 
would “undermine readiness, 
cause significant disruptions and 
uncertainty, deprive the military 
of much-needed talent and wreak 


havoc with the lives and careers” 
of transgender troops. 

Democrats also blasted the 
decision. Rep. Mark Takano, D- 
Calif, the new chairman of the 
House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, described the ban as 
“cowardly and misguided.” Sen. 
Kamala Harris, D-Calif, a for¬ 
mer prosecutor and candidate in 
the 2020 presidential race, tweet¬ 
ed, “We have to fight back to re¬ 
verse this.” 

Rep. Adam Smith, the new 
chairman for the House Armed 
Services Committee, has made 
fighting the ban a key part of 
his new mission as leader of the 
panel that helps direct military 
policy and spending. He fired 
back Tuesday. 

“I am extremely disappointed 
in the Supreme Court’s decision 
to allow the Trump administra¬ 
tion to enforce its discriminatory 
ban on transgender military ser¬ 
vice without proper due process 
in the courts,” said Smith, D- 
Wash. “Anyone who is qualified 
and willing should be allowed to 
serve their country openly, with¬ 
out their career being affected 
by an arbitrary, discriminatory 
directive from the president. We 
have fought against this bigoted 
policy at every step, and we will 
continue to do so.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisaies 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — The Navy of¬ 
ficer who supervised a SEAL 
accused of fatally stabbing an 
Islamic State prisoner in Iraq in 
2017 is due in a military court to 
face various charges Tuesday, in¬ 
cluding allegedly conducting the 
SEAL’S re-enlistment ceremony 
next to the corpse and encourag¬ 
ing enlisted personnel to pose for 
photos with the body, prosecutors 
said. 

Lt. Jacob Fortier plans to plead 
not guilty to all charges during 
a court-martial at the Navy base 
in San Diego, said his attorney. 
Jay Sullivan. Fortier also is ac¬ 
cused of failing to report a war 
crime, destroying evidence and 
impeding the investigation of 
Special Operations Chief Edward 
Gallagher. 

Sullivan said Navy prosecu¬ 
tors have not provided photos that 
show Fortier, and he said conduct¬ 
ing a re-enlistment ceremony in a 
war zone is not new. 

“Battlefield re-enlistment cer- 


Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON - A U.S. ser- 
vicemember was killed Tuesday 
in Afghanistan during an engage¬ 
ment with enemy forces. 

The servicemember was killed 
by small-arms fire during an op¬ 
eration in Urozgan province in 
central Afghanistan just north 
Kandahar, according to a defense 
official. The servicemembers’ 
death was announced in a brief 
statement released early Tues¬ 
day afternoon by Army Col. Dave 


emonies have been done since 
World War I,” he said. “Our fight¬ 
ers are proud to serve our coun¬ 
try in harm’s way.” 

Fortier was the officer in charge 
of Gallagher’s platoon during the 
deployment. 

Gallagher pleaded not guilty 
earlier this month to charges of 
premeditated murder and other 
offenses, including opening fire 
on crowds of Iraqi civilians and 
shooting a female and a male in 
separate incidents. 

Navy prosecutors have painted 
a picture of a decorated SEAL 
going off the rails on his eighth 
deployment, indiscriminately 
shooting at Iraqi civilians and 
stabbing to death a captured ISIS 
fighter estimated to be 15 years 
old. They say he also posed with 
the corpse, including at his re-en¬ 
listment ceremony. 

His lawyers have said the al¬ 
legations were made by disgrun¬ 
tled SEALS out to get Gallagher 
because he was a demanding pla¬ 
toon leader. 


Butler, the top American spokes¬ 
man in Afghanistan. 

The incident is under investiga¬ 
tion, Butler said. 

Military officials declined to 
provide additional details about 
the incident, including which 
enemy was responsible for the 
servicemembers’ death or what 
the nature of the operation was. 

The fallen servicemembers’ 
name was being withheld Tues¬ 
day for 24 hours to allow for the 
next-of-kin notification to be 
completed. 


US servicemember killed in Afghanistan 
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The destroyer USS Donald Cook arrives in Batumi, Georgia, on Monday. The destroyer is on its eighth 
patrol in the 6th Fleet area of operations in support of U.S. national security intereste in Europe and Africa. 


Russia watches as US destroyer 
arrives in tense Black Sea region 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The destroyer USS Donald Cook arrived for a port 
visit in the Black Sea nation of Georgia as Russia 
monitors the ship’s movements at a time of height¬ 
ened tensions in the region. 

The ship docked Monday at Batumi on the sea’s 
eastern coast after transiting the Dardanelles Strait 
on Saturday, the Navy said in a statement. 

The destroyer’s visit to Georgia and the Black Sea 
follows the Russian seizure of three Ukrainian ves¬ 
sels and arrest of 24 sailors in late November at the 
Kerch Strait, a move condemned by U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo and much of the West. 

The USS Fort McHenry, a dock-landing ship, 
conducted a Black Sea operation earlier this month 
which included transporting teams from the 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit. The last destroyer to pa¬ 
trol the Black Sea was the USS Carney in August. 

The Russian state news agency Tass reported 
that Russia’s Black Sea Fleet has been monitoring 
the Donald Cook since it entered the Black Sea on 
Saturday. 

A destroyer patrolling the Black Sea would make 
Moscow uneasy because of its missile defense and 
strike capabilities, said Michael Petersen, director 
of the Naval War College’s Russia Maritime Studies 
Institute. 

“The Russians place great stock in both of these 
American capabilities and view them as inherently 
destabilizing,” Petersen said. 

Moscow is also wary of Georgia’s relationship 
with the West. In 2008, Russia and Georgia—whose 
president at the time wanted to join NATO—fought a 


weeklong war over two Georgian territories claimed 
by Russia-backed separatists. Georgia lost control 
over about 20 percent of its territory as a result, and 
Moscow continues to protect and recognize the re¬ 
gions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia as independent 
nations despite international condemnation. 

A Navy statement said the destroyer visit is part 
of an ongoing mission to “demonstrate the collective 
resolve to Black Sea security.” 

“The United States and the U.S. Navy continue to 
stand alongside our allies and partners in support 
of shared regional interests and maritime stability,” 
Cmdr. Matthew J. Powel, the Donald Cook’s com¬ 
manding officer, said in a statement. 

According to an international convention which 
governs foreign naval access to the Black Sea, war¬ 
ships from non-Black Sea countries can remain in 
the area for a maximum of 21 days. 

Tensions have simmered in the region since Rus¬ 
sia took the Crimean Peninsula from Ukraine in 
2014. Most of the world still considers Crimea to be 
rightfully Ukrainian territory. 

Tensions escalated last year over the incident at 
the narrow Kerch Strait, which borders Crimea and 
internationally recognized Russian territory. 

Russia opened fire on three Ukrainian vessels 
at the strait, claiming they had trespassed in Rus¬ 
sian waters, then boarded the ships and arrested the 
crews. NATO has called for Russia to release the 
Ukrainian prisoners but the Kremlin insists they 
must stand trial. 

wylancl.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


Report: Secret 
N. Korean ballistic 
missile base found 


By Lena H. Sun 

The Washington Post 

Days after the White House 
announced plans for a second nu¬ 
clear summit between the United 
States and North Korea, a new 
think tank report has identified a 
secret North Korean ballistic mis¬ 
sile base about 160 miles north¬ 
west of Seoul that is reportedly 
the headquarters of the country’s 
strategic missile force. 

A report released Monday by 
the Center for Strategic and In¬ 
ternational Studies said the base 
is one of about 20 undeclared 
missile operating bases, part of 
North Korea’s ongoing ballistic 
missile program. Researchers at 
the center’s Beyond Parallel proj¬ 
ect said the latest report provides 
more evidence that North Korea 
is not dismantling its weapons 
facilities. 

“While diplomacy is critical, 
and should be the primary way to 
resolve the North Korean nuclear 
problem, any future agreement 
must take account of all of the 
operational missile base facilities 
that are a threat to U.S. and South 
Korean security,” the report said. 

“North Korea is not supposed 
to have these ballistic missile 
bases,” said Victor Cha, one of the 
report’s authors. “And of course 
they have them and have not dis¬ 
closed them.” 

After President Donald Trump’s 
historic summit with North Kore¬ 
an leader Kim Jong Un last sum¬ 
mer, Trump wrote on Twitter that 
there was “no longer a nuclear 
threat from North Korea.” 

The White House announced 
Friday that Trump would hold a 
second summit with North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un in Feb¬ 
ruary as the two sides seek to 
jump-start nuclear talks that have 
stalled since their historic first 
meeting in summer. 

“North Korea basically wants 
to trade away things they won’t do 
in the future, or to give up things 
from the past they don’t need 
anymore, while not negotiating 


over things like this, their actual 
capabilities,” said Cha, a former 
National Security Council official 
focused on Asian affairs. 

Trump has said his own nego¬ 
tiating skills can bypass stalled 
talks among lower-level diplomats 
to strike a deal for North Korea to 
relinquish a nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gram that analysts said can now 
reliably strike the United States. 

Experts have said there has 
been no demonstrable progress 
since the first summit in Singa¬ 
pore in June. Trump’s claims 
that North Korea is a diminished 
threat have been contradicted by 
the Pentagon and U.S. intelligence 
agencies. 

The White House declined to 
comment. 

Of the 20 or so undeclared 
missile bases, CSIS researchers 
have located 13. In November, 
researchers released a report on 
the first of the 13 bases; Monday’s 
report describes the second. 

The Sino-ri base is about 130 
miles north of the DMZ, the re¬ 
port said. It served as one of the 
first bases for the country’s most 
widely deployed ballistic missile, 
the Nodong medium-range bal¬ 
listic missile. The base may have 
played a role in the development 
of the country’s newest ballistic 
missile, unveiled in February 
2017, shortly after Trump was 
inaugurated. 

The base is most often referred 
to as a missile operating base. 
But “it has fulfilled broader mis¬ 
sions” as an operational test and 
development site and training fa¬ 
cility subordinate to the “Strate¬ 
gic Force of the Korean People’s 
Army,” the report said. The KPA 
Strategic Force is responsible for 
all ballistic missile tests. 

Unlike other known North Ko¬ 
rean ballistic missile operating 
bases, which are “nestled within 
narrow and steep mountain val¬ 
leys,” the main parts of this base 
are “distributed within a shallow 
valley and rolling hills,” the re¬ 
port said. 


Destroyer named for SEAL to be commissioned in San Diego 


By Beth Brogan 

Bangor (Maine) Daily News 

The second of three Zumwalt- 
class destroyers built at Bath 
Iron Works will be commissioned 
Saturday in its homeport of San 
Diego. 

The DDG 1001, the USS Mi¬ 
chael Monsoor, will be commis¬ 
sioned at 10 a.m. at Naval Air 
Station North Island, according 
to a news release from the Navy. 
Monsoor’s mother, Sally Monsoor, 
will serve as the ship’s sponsor. 


The ship honors Petty Offi¬ 
cer 2nd Class Michael Monsoor, 
a Navy SEAL who was posthu¬ 
mously awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his heroic actions in 
Ramadi, Iraq, on Sept. 29, 2006. 

Monsoor threw himself onto a 
grenade to protect nearby mem¬ 
bers of his unit and others. His 
actions saved three fellow SEALs 
and eight Iraqi soldiers, U.S. Sen. 
Susan Collins, R-Maine, said at 
the destroyer’s christening in 
2016. 

Monsoor was “a consummate 


professional who faced terrorist 
enemies with aplomb and sto¬ 
icism,” former Secretary of the 
Navy Donald C. Winter said at the 
ship’s 2008 naming ceremony. 

The DDG 1001 departed Bath 
for the final time Nov. 9. It com¬ 
pleted acceptance trials in Feb¬ 
ruary and the Navy took partial 
delivery in April. 

In July, the destroyer’s turbine 
blades were damaged during ac¬ 
ceptance trials, and it returned 
to BIW ahead of schedule for 
repairs. 


The DDG 1001 also had prob¬ 
lems with the electrical system 
during sea trials in December 
2017, when it returned to the Bath 
shipyard one day after depart¬ 
ing. It resumed sea trials after 
repairs. 

The future USS Michael Mon¬ 
soor, at 16,000 tons, is 610 feet 
long with a beam of 87 feet and a 
navigational draft of 27 feet, ac¬ 
cording to the Navy. It is powered 
by two Rolls Royce main turbine 
generators, two Rolls Royce aux¬ 
iliary turbine generators and two 


34.6 MW advanced induction mo¬ 
tors to speeds of more than 30 
knots. 

The DDG 1002, the future USS 
Lyndon B. Johnson, was launched 
in December at BIW. The third 
of the Zumwalt line, the ship is 
scheduled to be christened this 
spring. 

The Navy decided to build only 
three so-called stealth Zumwalt- 
class destroyers amid concerns 
about elevated construction cost 
estimates. 









Page 4 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 23,2019 


MILITARY 


Army officer hurt 
in attack in Syria 
fighting to survive 


Afghan security service 
lost dozens in attack 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

A U.S. Army officer wounded 
in a deadly bombing in the Syr¬ 
ian town of Manbij last week is 
fighting for his life in a military 
hospital in Germany, according 
to family and friends. 

Capt. Jonathan Turnbull, 32, a 
native of Gaylord, Mich., is being 
treated at Landstuhl Regional 
Medical Center and is in serious 
condition, a spokeswoman said 
Tuesday. She declined to provide 
details due to privacy laws. 

Serious condition means vital 
signs may be unstable and out¬ 
side normal limits and that the 
patient’s prospects remain uncer¬ 
tain, according to the Landstuhl 
hospital’s website. 

After the deadly attack Wednes¬ 
day, which killed four Americans 
and more than a dozen others, 
Turnbull was evacuated for treat¬ 
ment first to Baghdad to be sta¬ 
bilized and then to Germany, the 
family had said in statements to 
the press and on social media. 

Loved ones, neighbors and local 
church leaders called for prayers 
last week. 

“Our thing is faith over fear,” 
Suzanne Hollister, the soldier’s 
aunt, told ABC12 News in Flint, 
Mich., last week. “God has pro¬ 
tected him so far. He’s been a mir¬ 
acle. They said that he shouldn’t 
have made it.” 

The family has since asked 
for privacy. A fundraiser on Go- 
FundMe.com seeking donations 
to support what Turnbull’s fam¬ 
ily said would be a long recovery 
was shuttered over “security con¬ 
cerns” after raising about $8,600 
of an original $50,000 goal in a 
matter of hours. 

Defense officials on Friday had 
identified an Army Green Beret, 
a Navy linguist and a Defense 
Intelligence Agency civilian who 
had been killed by the blast, the 
deadliest incident in Syria for the 
U.S. military since it began op¬ 
erating there in 2015. They were 
identified as Chief Warrant Offi¬ 
cer 2 Jonathan R. Farmer, 37, of 
Boynton Beach, Fla.; Chief Petty 
Officer Shannon M. Kent, 35, 
of Pine Plains, N.Y.; and former 
Navy SEAL Scott A. Wirtz, 42, of 
St. Louis. 

In a statement of condolences 
on Saturday, Gen. Joseph Votel, 
U.S. Central Command chief, 
identified a fourth slain Ameri¬ 
can, a civilian contractor named 
Ghadir Taher. Her brother had 
earlier identified the 27-year-old 
as an interpreter for the US. mil¬ 
itary, a naturalized U.S. citizen 
who had emigrated from Syria as 
a young girl and graduated high 
school near Atlanta. 

Officials had declined to iden¬ 
tify the three wounded U.S. 
troops who had survived the 
blast, but Turnbull’s family mem¬ 
bers named him online last week 


“Freedom isn’t 
free.” He always said 
that. We didn’t realize 
the cost of that until 
24 hours ago. ^ 

Sarah Williams 

Army Capt. Jonathan Turnbull’s 
sister-in-law 


and in interviews with Michigan 
news outlets, saying he was in bad 
shape but expected to recover 
from his wounds. 

An investigation into the inci¬ 
dent is ongoing. 

It appeared to be the work of Is¬ 
lamic State, which remains active 
in the region. 

President Donald Trump has 
called for the withdrawal of some 
2,000 U.S. troops from Syria. 

U.S.-backed fighters in Iraq 
and Syria continue to battle the 
remaining ISIS militants in those 
countries. Speaking at the Penta¬ 
gon after last week’s attack. Vice 
President Mike Pence vowed that 
the U.S. would pull out in a way 
that would prevent ISIS from re¬ 
surging, saying the latest deaths 
will “steel our resolve as we begin 
to bring our troops home.” 

Turnbull was slated to return 
home days before last week’s 
blast, friends and family have 
said, but his deployment got 
extended. 

The family received the news 
that he’d been wounded a few 
days later, his sister-in-law, Sarah 
Williams, told ABC12 News. 

‘“Freedom isn’t free.’ He al¬ 
ways said that. We didn’t real¬ 
ize the cost of that until 24 hours 
ago,” she said. “We’re very thank¬ 
ful that he’s going to survive. We 
didn’t think that at one point.” 

Surgeons in Iraq had removed 
shrapnel and placed a shunt in 
Turnbull’s head to relieve pres¬ 
sure on his brain, his cousin 
wrote on the GoFundMe page 
that’s since been closed. He had 
lost vision in his eye, said Erin 
Turnbull. It’s unclear if he re¬ 
gained his vision. 

In a post shared by others on 
social media, a pastor at Jonathan 
Turnbull’s hometown church said 
his injuries also included a broken 
pelvis and a fractured skull. 

His deployment to Syria was 
supposed to be his last, some fam¬ 
ily members had said. 

“Our main goal right now is to 
just get him back home on Ameri¬ 
can soil and just for his healing,” 
Williams told WILX News in 
Lansing, Mich. “It’s going to be a 
lengthy healing, but he’s a strong 
guy.” 

garland.chad(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: ©chadgarland 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghan officials confirmed Tuesday 
that dozens of victims killed the 
previous day in a brazen Taliban 
attack on a military base not far 
from Kabul were members of 
the country’s intelligence agency 
— a severe blow to the govern¬ 
ment that has already lost control 
of nearly half of Afghanistan to 
insurgents. 

Provincial officials said at 
least 45 people were killed and 
as many as 70 wounded when a 
suicide bomber drove a Humvee 
into the base in eastern Maidan 
Wardak province and detonated 
his load as he rammed the vehicle 
into its main building Monday. 

There were fears that the death 
toll from the daytime assault on 
the base, which also serves as a 
training center for a pro-govern¬ 
ment militia and is run by the 
country’s intelligence service 
known as the National Director- 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The Army plans to spend 
about $100 million over the next 
four years to improve family 
housing at Baumholder garrison 
as part of ongoing projects that 
promise to address long-standing 
deficiencies at the base. 

After recently moving nearly 
three dozen military families into 
new housing, the base is set to 
complete more than 50 additional 
units for officers and noncom¬ 
missioned officers while reno¬ 
vating dozens of apartments in 
older buildings to add space and 
amenities. 

For years. Army families sta¬ 
tioned at Baumholder — where 
many of the buildings date to 
the 1950s — have complained of 
mold and mildew infestations and 
rust in the water at the Smith and 
Wetzel family housing units. Last 
year, at least 20 buildings, includ¬ 
ing two family housing units and 
six barracks, had to be decontam¬ 
inated after officials found high 
levels of Legionella bacteria, the 
waterborne organism that causes 
Legionnaires’ disease. 

Sgt. Benjamin Gilbert; his wife, 
Amanda; and their two children 
had been living in an old hous¬ 
ing unit in Building 8063 that was 
infested with mold, they said. On 
Friday, they were among the last 
two of 32 families moved into one 
of the new units built on base, a 
two-story duplex. 

“We are lucky to be by the 
park,” Amanda Gilbert said 
Thursday at her new house. “This 
unit is much nicer. It’s really nice 


ate for Security, or NDS, is even 
higher. 

The NDS on Tuesday said its 
reports show 36 military per¬ 
sonnel were killed and 58 were 
wounded. Though the agency’s 
figures were lower than what 
provincial officials had reported, 
it was still an unprecedented ca¬ 
sualty toll for the agency, among 
the best-equipped and -trained in 
Afghanistan. 

The agency said the suicide 
bomber in the armored Humvee 
penetrated the gate of the base on 
the outskirts of Maidan Shar, the 
provincial capital about 25 miles 
from Kabul, even though guards 
fired at the vehicle. 

Khawanin Sultani, a council 
member in the province, said the 
building collapsed from the ex¬ 
plosion, which likely contributed 
to the high casualty numbers. 

“Most of the bodies were under 
the destroyed building,” he said. 

The Taliban, who promptly 
claimed responsibility in a state¬ 


having a lawn and a garage. It’s 
the best unit we’ve been in.” 

The duplexes range in size 
from 1,270 to 1,660 square feet 
for junior enlisted and 1,485 to 
1,780 square feet for senior enlist¬ 
ed, with three- and four-bedroom 
configurations available. 

There are 52 townhomes being 
finished that should be handed 
over to the garrison sometime 
after this spring. Those include 
housing for staff NCOs, 10 units 
for company grade officers and 
eight for field grade officers. 

Along with the duplexes, the 
garrison is planning to reno¬ 
vate or replace other units in the 
Smith Housing Area. Units with 
24 apartments will be renovated 
to hold 20 larger units. Buildings 


ment to the media just hours after 
the attack, later said in a separate 
statement that they had met again 
Monday with U.S. representatives 
to discuss “ending the invasion of 
Afghanistan” in talks that were 
to continue Tuesday. They are 
meeting in Qatar, where the Tal¬ 
iban have a political office. 

The simultaneousness of the 
events — the deadly attack, one 
of the worst Taliban assaults on 
Afghan forces in recent years, 
and the Qatar meeting that was 
meant to pave way for talks 
aimed at resolving Afghanistan’s 
17-year war — underscored the 
audacity of the insurgents in the 
face of stepped-up U.S. peace ef¬ 
forts. The Taliban now hold sway 
in almost half of Afghanistan and 
carry out attacks on a daily basis. 

Sultani, the provincial coun¬ 
cil member, said that after the 
bomber’s Humvee exploded, 
four other attackers engaged in a 
shootout with Afghan troops. All 
the attackers were killed, he said. 


Will Morris/S tars and Stripes 


with 16 apartments will be reno¬ 
vated to hold 12 more spacious 
units. 

About 3,000 soldiers and 4,500 
family members are stationed at 
Baumholder, numbers set to in¬ 
crease in the next few years. 

“Right-sizing renovations will 
provide new, larger apartments 
with dedicated laundry rooms, 
second bathrooms and more 
space,” said Harald Kastner, U.S. 
Army Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz 
Baumholder housing chief 

The garrison also plans to tear 
down two old schools and build 
an elementary school and a com¬ 
bined middle school-high school. 

morris.wiliiam(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (awillatstripes 


Some units ready in Baumholder 
4-year, $100M housing overhaul 



U.S. Army Garrison Rhelnland-Pfalz Command Sgt. Maj. D. Brett 
Waterhouse Inspects the kitchen of a newly constructed housing unit 
In the Smith Housing Area of Baumholder garrison In Germany. 
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Landmark chapel's restoration project on hold 



Thomas Peipert/AP 


Light shines through the stained glass at the Cadet Chapel at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy outside Colorado Springs, Colo., in 2017. Restoration of the chapel, which 
is suffering from leaks and corrosion, is on hold. 


Air Force Academy trying 
to settle on contractor for 
ambitious planned repairs 

By Dan Elliott 

Associated Press 

DENVER—The landmark Cadet Chapel 
that towers over the U.S. Air Force Acade¬ 
my in Colorado is suffering from leaks and 
corrosion, so the school has drawn up the 
most ambitious restoration project in the 
building’s 55-year history. 

But the repairs have been on hold for 
months while officials try to settle on a 
contractor for the long and complicated 
project. 

Water has been seeping through seams in 
the chapel’s aluminum skin for years, said 
Duane Boyle, the academy’s campus archi¬ 
tect. Repeated applications of caulk to seal 
the seams have contaminated and degraded 
the metal. 

“We had to make a serious decision on 
what the future of the building was going to 
be,” Boyle said. 

The chapel, completed in the early 1960s 
and dedicated in 1963, is easily the most 
recognizable building on the campus. The 
17 gleaming spires that form the jagged 
exterior walls resemble rows of jet fighter 
wings taking aim at the sky. 

“From the outside, it invites participants 
to come indoors,” said Lt. Col. Lance Gian- 
none, a protestant chaplain at the academy. 
“It has a design that reflects upward toward 
the heavens and God.” 

The chapel attracts 800,000 visits a year, 
the academy said, including 500,000 by 
tourists and another 300,000 by people at¬ 
tending services, weddings and funerals. 

The design incorporates many tradition¬ 


al elements of a church, including a simple 
nave in the main-floor chapel with a central 
aisle that divides rows of pews. It also uses 
some traditional church materials such as 
stained glass and stone. 

But the exterior is a striking departure 
into modernism, with its aluminum pan¬ 
els and angular, wing-like spires, said Bill 
Richards, an architectural historian. 

“I would consider it a real high point for 
modern architecture,” he said. 

The chapel architect, Walter Netsch, 
found his inspiration in French and Italian 
cathedrals with their soaring height, flying 
buttresses and stained glass, Boyle said. 


Netsch wanted to make a “living build¬ 
ing” that would change appearance during 
the day, so he used aluminum panels with 
striations or lines in the surface that reflect 
light differently depending on the sun’s po¬ 
sition, Boyle said. 

“Light from the sun catches those stria¬ 
tions so the building actually changes tone,” 
he said. “The other buildings stay static all 
day. That was part of Walter’s vision.” 

The main floor is the protestant chapel. 
The building has separate spaces for Cath¬ 
olic, Jewish and Muslim services, and a 
multipurpose room is used for Eastern Or¬ 
thodox and other faiths. 


The leaks and corrosion can be traced to 
cost-cutting that dictated construction com¬ 
promises, Boyle said. 

Necht’s design called for installing sec¬ 
tions of sheet metal called internal flashing 
beneath the seams of the aluminum skin to 
intercept rainwater and melting snow that 
got through. The flashing would have car¬ 
ried the water to the ground without reach¬ 
ing the structure underneath. 

To keep the chapel within budget, the Air 
Force skipped the flashing and opted to seal 
the seams with caulk. 

“At that point, nobody really thought the 
chapel would leak as it has,” Boyle said. 

The restoration plan calls for replacing 
all the aluminum skin and installing the 
internal flashing that Netsch wanted, but 
using silicone instead of metal. 

The chapel’s structure needs strength¬ 
ening to reduce swaying in the winds that 
sometimes blast the campus at the foot of 
the Rocky Mountains outside Colorado 
Springs. Officials also plan to remove and 
clean about 24,000 pieces of stained glass. 

The construction budget forced other 
compromises. Netsch designed a chapel 
that had 21 spires and stretched 284 feet. To 
cut costs, it was trimmed to 17 spires, which 
made the length 236 feet, Boyle said. 

Netsch, who died in 2008, left room on the 
site in case the four sacrificed spires could 
be added someday, Boyle said. 

Asked if that might happen, Boyle replied, 
“Need to fix the leakage problem first.” 

The academy said the fixes could cost 
anywhere from $25 million to $100 million 
and take up to four years. The chapel will be 
closed to the public for the duration. 

The repairs were originally scheduled to 
start last summer but have been postponed 
twice as academy officials ask bidders for 
clarification, Boyle said. The start date is 
now June 2019. 


Fascism: Tribute paid to solidarity formed between US, Italy 

A re-enactor 
wearing a U.S. 
WWII uniform 
kneels among 
graves during 
a Tuesday 
ceremony at 
the Sicily-Rome 
American 
Cemetery in 
Nettuno, central 
Italy. 

Andrew Medichini/AP 



FROM FRONT PAGE 

“As often is the case with war, 
the cost of freedom was high,” 
said Rear Adm. Matthew Zirkle, 
Naval Forces Europe and Africa’s 
chief of staff “The bill was paid 
with the blood and youth of our 
fighting forces. We must ensure 
their legacy lives on. We must 
never forget.” 

The American Battle Monu¬ 
ments Commission hosted the 
event in Nettuno. 

About 7,860 U.S. soldiers are 
buried at the 77-acre site, and 
3,095 who were missing in action 
are memorialized there. Most 
died in Sicily, Anzio and Salerno 
during Allied invasions of Italy. 

American cemeteries like this 
one use a simple white cross or a 
Star of David as a headstone, re¬ 
gardless of the servicemember’s 


CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— An airman found dead over the 
weekend at Kadena Air Base was 
identified Tuesday as Airman 1st 
Class Jimmy Casillas, a member 


rank. 

Standing amid the headstones, 
officials paid tribute not only to 
the war dead and the Allies’ vic¬ 
tory but to the solidarity that 
formed between the U.S. and 
Italy. 

Since WWII, Italy and America 
have shared common values such 
as liberty, justice and rule of law, 
thanks to those who fought and 
died to drive out fascism, Italian 
Gen. Enzo Vecciarelli said. 

“Commemorate events like to¬ 
day’s anniversary ... which keep 
alive all who died to grant us a 
better future,” Vecciarelli said. 
“It means the horror of war, op¬ 
pression, repression will not come 
back again.” 

A larger ceremony to commem¬ 
orate the 75th anniversary of the 
D-Day invasion will be held at the 
Normandy American Cemetery 


of the 353rd Special Operations 
Group. 

Casillas’ body was discovered 
Sunday afternoon at his on-base 
home, 18th Wing officials had 
previously said. 

Casillas, 27, was a computer 


in June, said Benjamin Cassidy, 
an American Battle Monuments 
commissioner. 

The Italian landings are cred¬ 
ited with weakening German 
forces enough to pave the way for 
the Normandy invasions, Cassidy 
said. 

Those who died in the Italy 


networking specialist from El 
Monte, Calif, 353rd SOG 1st Lt. 
Renee Douglas told Stars and 
Stripes in an email. 

The cause of death is still under 
investigation, she said. No further 
details were available Tuesday. 


campaign are honored with me¬ 
morials, statues and ships such as 
the USS Anzio, Zirkle said. 

“But, most importantly, we 
honor them with a great debt of 
gratitude — a debt that can never 
truly be repaid,” he said. 

wyland.scott(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @wylandstripes 


The death is the second report¬ 
ed at Kadena over the past week. 
A Japanese worker was killed 
Jan. 15 in a crash near an on-base 
construction site, officials said. 
news(i)stripes.com 
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Trump's proposal faces uncertain fate in Senate 


^President (Donald) Trump and Senate Republicans are still 
saying, “Support my plan or the government stays shut.” f 

Justin Goodman 

spokesman for Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. 


By Jill Colvin 
AND Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s proposal to reopen the government, 
sweetened with immigration provisions 
that are aimed at molhfying Democrats 
but that have ahenated some conservatives, 
is headed for Senate action, its prospects 
uncertain. 

Senate M^ority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell will try to muscle through the 1,300- 
page spending measure, which includes 
$5.7 billion to fund Trump’s proposed wall 
along the U.S.-Mexico border, the sticking 
point in the standoff between Trump and 
Democrats that has led to a partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown, now in its 32nd day. 

Meanwhile, another missed paycheck 
looms for hundreds of thousands of federal 
workers. 

Senate Republicans late Monday unveiled 
the legislation, dubbed the “End The Shut¬ 
down And Secure The Border Act,” but its 
passage this week is by no means certain. 

Republicans hold a 53-47 majority in the 
chamber but need Democrats to reach the 
usual 60-vote threshold for bills to advance. 
No Democrat has publicly expressed sup¬ 
port for the proposal Trump announced 
over the weekend. 

Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schum- 
er’s office reiterated that Democrats are 


unwilling to negotiate any border secu¬ 
rity funding until Trump reopens the 
government. 

“Nothing has changed with the latest Re¬ 
publican offer,” Schumer spokesman Justin 
Goodman said. “President Trump and Sen¬ 
ate Republicans are still saying, ‘Support 
my plan or the government stays shut.’ That 
isn’t a compromise or a negotiation — it’s 
simply more hostage taking.” 

The Republican plan is a trade-off: 
Trump’s border wall funding in exchange 
for temporary protection from deporta¬ 
tion for some immigrants. To try to draw 
more bipartisan support, it adds $12.7 bil¬ 
lion in supplemental funding for regions hit 
by hurricanes, wildfires and other natural 
disasters. 

All told, it would provide about $350 bil¬ 
lion for nine Cabinet departments whose 
budgets are stalled. Other than the wall 
and immigration-related provisions, the 
core measure hews closely to a package of 
spending bills unveiled by House Demo¬ 
crats last week. 

In exchange for $5.7 bilhon for Trump’s 


wall, the legislation would extend tempo¬ 
rary protections against deportation to 
around 700,000 immigrants covered by 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv¬ 
als program, or DACA. Trump has tried 
dismantling the Obama administration pro¬ 
gram, which covers people who arrived in 
the U.S. illegally as children, but has been 
blocked by federal lawsuits. 

That figure is substantially lower than 
the 1.8 milhon people Trump proposed 
protecting a year ago in a plan that also in¬ 
cluded other immigration changes and $25 
billion to pay the full costs of building his 
wall. Trump’s proposal was among several 
the Senate rejected last February. 

The new Senate bill would also provide 
three more years of temporary protections 
against deportation to around 325,000 im¬ 
migrants in the U.S. who have fled coun¬ 
tries racked by natural disasters or violent 
conflicts. Trump has ended that program, 
called Temporary Protected Status, for El 
Salvador, which has the most holders of the 
protected status, as well as for Honduras, 
Nicaragua and several other countries. 


Democrats said Trump’s proposal for a 
three-year DACA extension didn’t go far 
enough and that he was simply offering to 
restore elements of immigration provisions 
he’d taken away. 

While the House and the Senate were 
scheduled to be back in session Tuesday, 
no votes on Trump’s plan were scheduled. 
McConnell spokesman David Popp said the 
GOP leader “will move” to vote on consider¬ 
ation of the president’s proposal this week. 
The bill includes funding for most domestic 
agencies. 

House Democrats, meanwhile, are push¬ 
ing ahead this week with their legislation to 
reopen the government and add $1 bilhon 
for border security — including 75 more 
immigration judges and infrastructure im¬ 
provements — but no funding for the waU. 

On Tuesday, Trump tweeted that Demo¬ 
crats are playing “political games” and re¬ 
peated his claims that the wall is a solution 
to drugs and crime — although the Drug 
Enforcement Administration says only a 
small percentage of drugs comes into the 
country between ports of entry. 

“Without a WaU our Country can never 
have Border or National Security,” Trump 
tweeted. “With a powerful Wall or Steel 
Barrier, Crime Rates (and Drugs) wiU go 
substantially down all over the U.S. The 
Dems know this but want to play political 
games. Must finally be done correctly. No 
Cave!” 


Some fear federal 
safety net for those 
in need unraveling 



Sait Serkan Gurbuz/AP 


Doris Cochran holds an “ugly sweater,” which she is planning to sell, in her apartment in Arlington, Va., 
on Friday. Cochran is also stockpiling nonperishable food for her family in case her food stamps run out. 


By Juliet Linderman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Doris Co¬ 
chran, a disabled mother of two 
young boys, is stockpiling canned 
foods these days, filling her shelves 
with noodle soup, green beans, 
peaches and pears — anything 
that can last for months or even 
years. Her pantry looks as though 
she’s preparing for a winter storm. 
But she’s just trying to make sure 
her family won’t go hungry if her 
food stamps run out. 

For those like Cochran who rely 
on federal aid programs, the social 
safety net no longer feels so safe. 

As the longest government shut¬ 
down in U.S. history stretches 
into a fifth week, milUons of poor 
Americans who depend on food 
and rental assistance are becom¬ 
ing increasingly worried about the 
future. 

Most mgjor aid programs 
haven’t dried up yet. But each 
day the stalemate in Washington 
drags on, the U.S. inches closer 
to what advocates call a looming 
emergency. Those dependent on 
the aid are watching closely under 
a cloud of stress and anxiety. 

“I just don’t know what’s going 
to happen,” Cochran said, “and 
that’s what scares me the most.” 

With no indication of an immi¬ 
nent compromise, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration in recent weeks has 
scrambled to restore some ser¬ 
vices across the government. But 
two agencies crucial to the federal 
safety net — the U.S. Department 


of Housing and Urban Develop¬ 
ment and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture — remain largely 
shuttered. 

The USDA announced earlier 
this month that the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, 
which provides food aid to roughly 
40 million Americans, will be 
fully funded through February. 
But should the shutdown stretch 
into March, 
its status is 
unclear. With 
just $3 billion 
in reserves, 
the USDA 
won’t be able 
to cover the 
roughly $4.8 
billion it pays 
in monthly 
benefits. 

The de¬ 
partment was 
able to stretch 
the program 
for another 
month based 
on a loophole 
in a spending 
bill. But as a 
result of congressional rules, food 
stamp benefits allotted for Febru¬ 
ary were given out early, before 
Jan. 20. There is no guarantee 
recipients will get food stamps for 
March, but if even if the program 
continues without a lapse, recipi¬ 
ents would have to stretch their 
current allotment for at least six 
weeks, rather than four. 

The impact of any lapse in those 


programs would be dramatic and 
unprecedented. The USDA says 
there has never before been a 
break in food stamp benefits since 
the program was made permanent 
in 1964. 

Food banks are already 
stretched thin thanks to a notable 
spike in demand from furloughed 
federal employees, contractors 
and others out of work due to the 
shutdown, said Carrie Calvert, the 
managing director for government 
relations at Feeding America, a 
hunger relief organization. For 
every meal Feeding America’s 
network of food pantries serves, 
federal food aid provides 12. 

“This is a potentially catastroph¬ 
ic situation,” Calvert said. “This 
could be an immediate emergency 
that grows exponentially.” 

Since the shutdown began, 
HUD has been unable to renew 
hundreds of contracts with pri¬ 
vate building owners who receive 


significant federal subsidies to 
provide housing to low-income 
families, the elderly and people 
with disabilities. Under those con¬ 
tracts, tenants pay a portion of the 
rent and the federal government 
covers the rest. 

But between December and the 
end of February, roughly 1,700 
contracts are slated to expire, 
meaning that HUD won’t be able 
to make their payments. The agen¬ 
cy has asked landlords to dip into 
their reserves to cover rental costs 
until the government reopens, 
with a promise of reimbursement. 

Similarly, come February, 700 
rental assistance contracts admin¬ 
istered through a USDA program 
that offers aid to low-income peo¬ 
ple in rural areas also will expire. 
A spokesman said the office “is 
exploring all options to mitigate 
any potential negative impact” to 
tenants. 

Those unknowns are caus¬ 


ing anxiety and anguish among 
America’s most vulnerable. 

Eneaqua Lewis, 36, hves in a 
HUD-subsidized apartment on 
Roosevelt Island in New York City. 
She said she found out earlier this 
month her building’s HUD con¬ 
tract expired Jan. 9. 

Lewis, a single mother raising 
a 10-year-old, was laid off from 
a construction job in December. 
Without an income or any signifi¬ 
cant savings, Lewis said she’d be 
forced to drain her meager retire¬ 
ment fund to cover the full amount 
due with no rental assistance sub¬ 
sidy offsetting the expense. 

“People are really afraid right 
now and just don’t know what to 
do,” Lewis said. “I can’t afford the 
market rate rent here. 

“Where would I go? Where 
would everyone go? One side of 
the building is all elderly or handi¬ 
capped. The other side is all fami¬ 
lies. Where would we all go?” 


I just 

don’t know 
what’s 
going to 
happen, 
and that’s 
what 

scares me 
the most. ^ 

Doris Cochran 

food stamp 
recipient who 
lives in Virginia 










Wednesday, January 23,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page? 


NATION _ 

Bolton massages Trump's 
tweets into foreign policy 



Oded Balilty/AP 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, right, shakes hands with 
national security adviser John Boiton following their Jan. 6 meeting 
in Jerusalem. Bolton is credited with massaging President Donald 
Trump’s tweets into foreign policy. 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In President 
Donald Trump’s Washington, mat¬ 
ters of war and peace are decided 
in 280-character bursts. It’s up to 
John Bolton to massage them into 
a foreign policy. 

The mustachioed national secu¬ 
rity adviser developed a reputa¬ 
tion as a bureaucratic bulldozer 
through more than three decades 
in and out of government. But the 
wranghng over Trump’s decision 
to pull troops out of Syria demand¬ 
ed a new skill — the ability to dra¬ 
matically redraft the president’s 
policy without provoking a hint 
of protest from the commander in 
chief 

When Trump announced on 
Dec. 19 that he saw no need for 
U.S. troops to remain in Syria, 
senior U.S. officials expected the 
Trump-ordered withdrawal to be 
completed within a month. Aides, 


lawmakers and overseas allies 
were beside themselves with 
concern that the U.S. was betray¬ 
ing its Kurdish alhes in the fight 
against Islamic State and ceding 
influence in the region to Iran and 
Russia. Secretary of Defense Jim 
Mattis quit in protest. 

But one month after Trump de¬ 
clared that U.S. forces were “com¬ 
ing back now” and White House 
press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said the administration 
had “started returning United 
States troops home,” the draw¬ 
down of US. troops has only just 
begun. The explanation, senior 
White House officials said, is 
the behind-the-scenes effort by 
Bolton. 

Bolton was always an unlikely 
pick to be Trump’s third national 
security adviser, with a world 
view seemingly ill-fit to the presi¬ 
dent’s isolationist “America First” 
pronouncements. He’s espoused 
hawkish foreign policy views dat¬ 


ing back to the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration and became a household 
name over his vociferous support 
for the Iraq War as the U.S. am¬ 
bassador to the UN. under George 
W. Bush. Bolton even briefly 
considered running for presi¬ 
dent in 2016, in part to make the 
case against the isolationism that 
Trump would come to embody. 

Yet he earned Trump’s ear in 
part through his frequent appear¬ 
ances on Fox News, the president’s 
favored network. And despite the 
president’s aversion to his bushy 
mustache, the two have formed 
a close relationship since Bolton 
took over at the National Security 
Council in April. 

Longtime associates credit 
Bolton with a keen ability to man- 
age-up to the president — a key 
differentiator between Bolton and 
his predecessor, H.R. McMaster, 
an Army general whose professo¬ 
rial tones grated on Trump. 

That doesn’t mean that Bolton 


was on board with Trump’s im¬ 
pulsive policy announcement on 
Syria, officials said. Rather than 
go pubhc with the same concerns 
aired by Mattis and others, though, 
Bolton quietly set out on a month¬ 
long revision of Trump’s order, 
leading to critical adjustments 
that the administration, at least 
publicly, is loathe to acknowledge. 

“A lot of the press coverage 
about the decision on Syria missed 
what the president had in mind,” 
Bolton insisted in Jerusalem this 
month, overlooking the fact that 
many of Trump’s own aides were 
also in the dark. His role, Bolton 
said, “is to help elaborate what 
the president’s conditions are and 


what he expects.” 

He and Trump have harshly 
pushed back on any notion of a 
policy reversal. In reality, there 
were key changes. One month in, 
materiel has been removed from 
northeastern Syria but troops re¬ 
main. In the war-tom country’s 
south, 200 U.S. servicemembers 
serving in al-Tanf are now re¬ 
maining in place indefinitely as a 
check against Iran—a step sought 
by Israel. 

And in a trip to the Middle East 
this month, Bolton announced new 
“conditions” on the withdrawal, 
including demanding assurances 
from Turkey it won’t attack Kurd¬ 
ish fighters in Syria. 


Pelosi sets out to update, improve health care law 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi is laying 
out her strategy on health care, 
and first up are improvements to 
so-called “Obamacare” and legis¬ 
lation to lower prescription drug 
costs. “Medicare for all” will get 
hearings. 

Pelosi and President Donald 
Trump have been sounding simi¬ 
lar themes about the need to ad¬ 
dress the high drug costs. But her 
plans to broaden financial help for 
health insurance through the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act are unlikely to 
find takers among Republicans. 

Either way. Democrats beheve 


voters gave them a mandate on 
health care in the midterm elec¬ 
tions that returned the House to 
their control. 

Pushing her agenda, Pelosi 
is working from the ground up 
through m^or House committees. 
Her relationships with power¬ 
ful chairmen and subcommittee 
chairs stretch back years. She’s 
“playing chess on three boards 
at once,” said Jim McDermott, 
a former Democratic congress¬ 
man from Washington state, who 
predicts Pelosi’s most difficult 
challenge will be “herding new 
members” impatient for sweeping 
changes. 

Responding to written ques¬ 
tions from The Associated Press, 


Pelosi called the ACA “a pillar of 
health and financial security,” 
comparing it 
to Medicare, 
Medicaid 
and Social 
Security. 
“Democrats 
have the op¬ 
portunity 
not only to 
reverse the 
years of Re¬ 
publicans’ 
health care 
sabotage 
but to update and improve the 
Affordable Care Act to further 
lower families’ premiums and 
out-of-pocket costs, and expand 


coverage,” she wrote. 

Legislation from House En¬ 
ergy and Commerce Chairman 
Frank Pallone, D-N.J.; Ways and 
Means Chairman Richard Neal, 
D-Mass.; and Workforce and Edu¬ 
cation Chairman Bobby Scott, D- 
Va., would broaden the number 
of people who can get financial 
assistance with their premiums 
under the Obama health law and 
undo the “family glitch” that pre¬ 
vents some from qualifying for 
subsidies. It would also restore 
the HealthCare.gov advertising 
budget slashed by Trump and 
block some of his administration’s 
health insurance alternatives. 

Those issues are separate from 
legal questions raised by ongoing 


Republican htigation to overturn 
the health law. As one if its first 
acts, the Democratic-led House 
voted to intervene in the court 
case to defend the law. 

The ACA package has little 
chance as a stand-alone bill. But 
parts of it could become bargain¬ 
ing chips when Congress consid¬ 
ers m^or budget legislation. 

The 2010 health law belonged 
as much to Pelosi as to former 
President Barack Obama, said 
McDermott. “She’s taking ‘Obam¬ 
acare’ and very carefully figur¬ 
ing out where you have to support 
it,” he said. “What you are seeing 
right now is a very methodical and 
thoughtful planner.” 



Pelosi 


House Dems bringing increased 
scrutiny to education secretary 


By Collin Binkley 

Associated Press 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Rep. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., right, greets Education Secretary Betsy DeVos on 
Capitol Hill in Washington in May 2017. DeVos is facing sharper scrutiny by the 
Democrat-controiled House of Representatives. 


WASHINGTON — Wielding control of 
the House and a new set of investigative 
powers. Democrats are preparing to bring 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos under 
the sharpest scrutiny she has seen since 
taking office. 

DeVos has emerged as a common target 
for Democrats as they take charge of the 
House and its committees, which carry 
the authority to issue subpoenas and call 
hearings. At least four panels are expected 
to challenge DeVos on her most polarizing 
policies, among them her overhaul of cam¬ 
pus sexual assault rules and her rollback of 
for-profit college regulations. 

“We are going to hold Secretary DeVos 
accountable for, in so many ways, fail¬ 
ing to uphold federal protections for our 


students,” said Rep. Rosa DeLauro, a 
Connecticut Democrat leading an appro¬ 
priations subcommittee that oversees the 
education budget. “It has to do with hurt¬ 
ing student borrowers, protecting predato¬ 
ry for-profit schools and, above all, moving 
toward privatizing public education.” 

House Democrats are increasing scru¬ 
tiny of several top federal officials, but few 
have drawn as much attention as DeVos. 
Along with the appropriations committee, 
DeVos is likely to see pushback from pan¬ 
els that oversee education, veterans’ affairs 
and government oversight. 

Without control of the Senate, Democrats 
will have a tough time forcing DeVos’ hand 
through legislation, but they can press her 
through subpoenas, hearings and the bud¬ 
geting process. In contrast, DeVos was 
called before the House’s education com¬ 
mittee just once over the last two years of 


Republican control. 

Much of the new scrutiny will come 
from Rep. Bobby Scott, of Virginia, the 


top Democrat on the education committee, 
who said he will call DeVos to testify “as 
often as necessary.” 
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Liberal trend set 
as Democrats 
seek 2020 bids 



AP photos 


From left, candidates for the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination Julian Castro, former U.S. 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development; California Sen. Kamala Harris; and New York Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand all support free college for all Americans. 


By Steve Peoples 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Democratic 
presidential contender Julian 
Castro launched his campaign by 
pledging support for “Medicare 
for All,” free universal preschool, 
a large public investment in re¬ 
newable energy and two years of 
free college for all Americans. 

That wasn’t enough for some of 
his party’s most liberal members. 

Critics on social media quickly 
knocked Castro’s plan to provide 
only two years of free higher edu¬ 
cation —instead of four—as “half 
measures,” “scraps” and “corpo¬ 
rate Dem doublespeak.” Aware of 
the backlash, the former Obama 
administration Cabinet member 
clarified his position in an inter¬ 
view days later. 

“At least the first two years of 
college or university or appren¬ 
ticeship program should be tu¬ 
ition-free — and preferably four 
years,” Castro told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “We’re going to work 
toward that.” 

Welcome to the 2020 presiden¬ 
tial primary. Almost no policy is 
too liberal for Democrats fight¬ 
ing to win over their party’s base, 
which is demanding a presiden¬ 
tial nominee dedicated to pursu¬ 
ing bold action on America’s most 
pressing challenges. 

Among two dozen possible can¬ 
didates, virtually all have em¬ 
braced universal health care in 
one form or another. Some have 
rallied behind free college, job 


guarantee programs, a $15 mini¬ 
mum hourly wage and abolishing 
— or at least reconstituting — the 
federal agency that enforces im¬ 
migration laws. While few have 
outlined detailed proposals to 
fund their priorities, most would 
generate new revenue by taxing 
the rich. 

The leftward lurch on top poli¬ 
cies carries risks. 

President Donald Trump and 
his Repubhcan allies are betting 
that voters will ultimately reject 
the Democratic proposals as ex¬ 
treme. Some GOP leaders cast 
lesser plans as socialism during 
the Obama era. 

Republican critics are joined by 
a handful of moderate Democrats, 
who fear that promises by well-in¬ 
tentioned presidential prospects 
may create unrealistic expecta¬ 
tions with their party’s most pas¬ 
sionate voters. 

Billionaire businessman Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg, a former Re¬ 
publican mayor of New York now 
considering a Democratic presi¬ 
dential bid, recently opined that 
primary voters might be receptive 
to a more moderate approach. 

So far, at least, very few presi¬ 
dential prospects are heeding 
such warnings. 

In the 2016 campaign, Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, a self-de¬ 
scribed democratic socialist, was 
the only presidential contender to 
support “Medicare for All,” a pro¬ 
posal that would essentially pro¬ 
vide free health care coverage to 


all Americans. This year, it’s hard 
to find anyone in opposition. 

That’s even after one recent 
study predicted the plan would 
cost taxpayers more than $32 tril¬ 
lion. Proponents argue that those 
same taxpayers would save the 
trillions they currently spend out- 
of-pocket for their health care. 

Lesser-known policies have 
emerged heading into 2020 as 
well. 

New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker, 
who is expected to launch his 
presidential campaign soon, has 
sponsored legislation to create a 
federal jobs guarantee program 
in several communities across 
America. The pilot program, 
which is co-sponsored by fellow 
2020ers like New York Sen. Kirst¬ 
en Gillibrand, Massachusetts Sen. 
Ehzabeth Warren, California Sen. 
Kamala Harris and Oregon Sen. 
Jeff Merkley, could ultimately 


transform the U.S. labor market 
by providing well-paid govern¬ 
ment employment with benefits 
for anyone who wants it. 

Critics decry the plan as a step 
toward sociahsm. 

Bilhonaire activist Tom Steyer 
supports much of the liberal move¬ 
ment’s new priorities — includ¬ 
ing Trump’s impeachment — but 
says the federal jobs guarantee 
“doesn’t make sense” given the 
nation’s low employment rate. 

“I want the private sector to 
produce jobs people can live on,” 
he said in an interview. “A guar¬ 
antee of government jobs doesn’t 
make sense.” 

Yet Steyer insists that most of 
his party’s policy priorities — uni¬ 
versal health care and free col¬ 
lege, among them — are anything 
but radical. 

“The Republicans are an ex¬ 
tremist far-right, radical party. 


When you say we need to moder¬ 
ate to their position, there’s noth¬ 
ing moderate or pragmatic about 
their position,” said Steyer, who 
recently backed away from a 
presidential run, although he’s ex¬ 
pected to spend tens of milhons of 
dollars to shape the 2020 debate. 

Free college is quickly emerg¬ 
ing as a litmus test for Democratic 
contenders. 

Those already on the record 
backing free tuition at public col¬ 
leges and universities include 
former Vice President Joe Biden, 
Sanders, Gillibrand, Harris and 
Warren. 

Estimates vary for the cost 
to state and local taxpayers, al¬ 
though Sanders acknowledged it 
could be $70 billion annually. 

It’s unlikely the Democratic 
Party’s energized base would tol¬ 
erate any significant shifts to the 
center on free college — or any of 
the party’s top issues. 


Trump’s lawyer backs 
off Cohen comments 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump’s 
lawyer Rudy Giuliani on Monday clarified com¬ 
ments he made about discussions between Trump’s 
former personal attorney Michael Cohen and then- 
candidate Trump about a real estate project in 
Moscow. 

Cohen has pleaded guilty to lying to Congress in 
2017 by saying he had abandoned the Trump Tower 
project in January 2016 even though prosecutors 
say he actually pursued it into June. 

Giuliani suggested in a TV interview Sunday that 
Trump remembers conversations with Cohen about 
the project “up to as far as October, November,” or 
right up until the 2016 presidential election. That 
extends the timeline for negotiations well beyond 
what the president has publicly acknowledged. 

Giuliani said Monday in a three-sentence state¬ 
ment that his comments “did not represent the ac¬ 
tual timing or circumstances of any discussions.” 
He said his comments were “hypothetical” and “not 
based on conversations” he had with the president. 

He concluded by saying the Moscow project “was 
in the earliest stage and did not advance beyond a 
free non-binding letter of intent.” 

This was the second time within the past week 
that Giuliani has walked back comments from the 
previous day. 


Viral videos tell part of story in DC encounter 


Associated Press 

A group of five black men shouting vul¬ 
gar insults while protesting centuries of 
oppression. Dozens of white Catholic high 
school students visiting Washington for a 
rally to end abortion. Native Americans 
marching to end injustice for indigenous 
peoples across the globe who have seen 
their lands overrun by outside settlers. 

The three groups met for just a few min¬ 
utes Friday at the base of the Lincoln Me¬ 
morial, an encounter captured in videos 
that went viral over the weekend — and 
again cast a spotlight on a polarized nation 
that doesn’t appear to agree on anything. 

At first the focus was on a short video 
showing one of the high school students, 
Nick Sandmann, wearing a red “Make 
America Great Again” hat and appear¬ 
ing to smirk while a crowd of other teens 
laughed derisively behind him as he faced 
off against a Native American, Nathan 
Phillips, 66, who played a traditional 
chant on a drum. 

Pull back farther and a different view 
emerged, however, in a separate video 
showing members of a group calling itself 
the Black Hebrew Israelites taunting ev¬ 
eryone on the mall that day, calling the Na¬ 
tive Americans who had gathered for the 


Indigenous Peoples March “Uncle Toma¬ 
hawks” and “$5 Indians” and the high 
school students “crackers” and worse. 

It was an ugly encounter of spewed 
epithets but one that nevertheless ended 
with no punches thrown or other violence. 
Still, the videos were all over social media, 
again appearing to illustrate a nation of 
such deep divisions — racial, religious 
and ideological — that no one was willing 
to listen to the others’ point of view. 

But in this case, the videos didn’t tell 
the whole story, all the parties involved 
agree. 

The fullest view of what happened that 
Friday afternoon came from a nearly two- 
hour video posted on Facebook by Shar 
Yaqataz Banyamyan. It showed members 
of his Black Hebrew Israelite group repeat¬ 
edly interacting with the crowd as people 
from the Indigenous Peoples March and 
the high school students vigorously ar¬ 
gued with them for a few minutes. 

Sandmann said in a statement the stu¬ 
dents from his all-male Kentucky high 
school were waiting for their buses near 
Banyamyan’s group when the latter start¬ 
ed to taunt them. One of the students took 
off his shirt and the teens started to do a 
haka — a war dance of New Zealand’s in¬ 


digenous Maori culture, made famous by 
the country’s national rugby team. 

Phillips, an elder of the Omaha tribe, 
and Marcus Frejo, a member of the Paw¬ 
nee and Seminole tribes, said they felt 
the students were mocking the dance and 
walked over to intervene. 

Phillips and Sandmann locked eyes, 
their faces inches apart. Both men said 
their goal was simply to make sure things 
didn’t get out of hand. But caught on video, 
the encounter still went viral. 

The high school students felt they were 
unfairly portrayed as villains in a situ¬ 
ation where they say they were not the 
provocateurs. 

The Indigenous Peoples Movement felt 
the encounter was a reminder the U.S. was 
founded on racism and President Donald 
Trump’s presidency is rekindling hatred 
based on skin color. 

Trump weighed in Monday night, tweet¬ 
ing, in part: “Looking like Nick Sandman 
& Covington Catholic students were treat¬ 
ed unfairly with early judgements proving 
out to be false - smeared by media. Not 
good, but making big comeback!” 

Banyamyan posted his own reaction on 
Facebook, in which he praised Phillips 
and compared Sandmann to the devil. 
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Gun industry sets sights on sales, politics 



AP 


Handguns are displayed at the Smith & Wesson booth at the 2016 Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
Show in Las Vegas. Gunmakers and dealers at this year’s show wiil grapple with slumping sales and a 
shift in politics that makes prospects for expanding gun rights nil for the foreseeable future. 


By Lisa Marie Pane 
Associated Press 

When gunmakers and dealers 
gather this week in Las Vegas for 
the industry’s largest annual con¬ 
ference, they will be grappling 
with slumping sales and a shift in 
politics that many didn’t envision 
two years ago when gun-friendly 
Donald Trump and a GOP-con- 
trolled Congress took office. 

Some of the top priorities for the 
industry — expanding the reach 
of concealed carry permits and 
easing restrictions on so-called 
“silencers” — remain in limbo, 
and prospects for expanding gun 
rights are nil for the foreseeable 
future. 

Instead, fueled by the October 
2017 mass shooting in Las Vegas, 
the federal government banned 
bump stocks and newly in-charge 
U.S. House Democrats introduced 
legislation that would require 
background checks for virtually 
every firearm sale, regardless of 
whether it’s from a gun dealer or 
a private sale. 

Even without Democrats’ gains 
in November’s midterm elections, 
the industry was facing a so- 
called “Trump slump,” a plum¬ 
met in sales that happens amid 
gun rights-friendly administra¬ 
tions. Background checks were at 
an all-time high in 2016, President 
Barack Obama’s last full year in 
office, numbering more than 27.5 
million; since then, background 
checks have been at about 25 mil¬ 
lion each year. 


Poll: Disasters, 
local weather 
big factors in 
climate views 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When it 
comes to their views on climate 
change, Americans are looking at 
natural disasters and their local 
weather, according to a new poll. 

Lately, that means record dead¬ 
ly wildfires in California, rainfall 
by the foot in Houston when Hur¬ 
ricane Harvey hit and the dome 
of smog over Salt Lake City that 
engineer Caleb Gregg steps into 
when he walks out his door in 
winter. 

“I look at it every day,” Gregg 
said from Salt Lake City, where 
winter days with some of the 
country’s worst air starting a few 
years ago dinged the city’s repu¬ 
tation as a pristine sports city and 
spurred state leaders to ramp up 
clean-air initiatives. “You look 
out and see pollution just sitting 
over the valley.” 

“I’ve never really doubted cli¬ 
mate change — in the last five-ish 
years it’s become even more evi¬ 
dent, just by seeing the weather,” 
the 25-year-old said. “We know 
we’re polluting, and we know pol¬ 
lution is having an effect on the 
environment.” 

The poll by The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research and the Energy 


Gary Ramey, owner of gun- 
maker Honor Defense in Geor¬ 
gia, says the mood at last year’s 
SHOT Show, which stands for 
Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor 
Trade, was subdued. He’s expect¬ 
ing the same this year. 

“There was no one to beat up. 
You didn’t have President Obama 


k 


Policy Institute at the University 
of Chicago finds 74 percent of 
Americans say extreme weather 
in the past five years — hurri¬ 
canes, droughts, floods and heat 
waves — has influenced their 
opinions about climate change. 
That includes half of Americans 
who say those recent events have 
influenced their thinking a great 
deal or a lot. 

About as many, 71 percent, 
said the weather they experience 
daily in their own areas has in¬ 
fluenced their thinking about cli¬ 
mate change science. 

The survey was conducted in 
November, a few days before the 
federal government released a 
major report revving up scien- 


to put up in PowerPoint and say, 
‘He’s the best gun salesman, look 
what he’s doing to our country,’ ” 
he said. 

“Numbers are down,” he added. 
“You can’t deny it.” 

Robert J. Spitzer, chairman of 
political science at the State Uni¬ 
versity of New York at Cortland 


AP 


tific warnings about the impact 
of climate change, including the 
growing toll of extreme storms 
and droughts. 

The share of Americans who 
said they think the climate is 
changing has held roughly steady 
over the last year — about 7 in 10 
Americans think climate change 
is happening. Among those, 60 
percent say climate change is 
caused mostly or entirely by hu¬ 
mans, and another 28 percent 
think it’s about an equal mix of 
human activities and natural 
changes. 

Overall, 9 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans said climate change is not 
happening, and another 19 per¬ 
cent said they were not sure. 


and a longtime watcher of gun is¬ 
sues, said that not only have shift¬ 
ing politics made it difficult for 
the gun industry to gain ground 
but high-profile mass shootings 
—like the Las Vegas shooting that 
happened just miles from where 
the SHOT Show will be held and 
the Parkland, Fla., high school 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — A North 
Carolina judge was scheduled 
to hear arguments Tuesday into 
declaring the Republican in the 
country’s last undecided congres¬ 
sional race the winner despite an 
investigation into whether his 
lead was boosted by illegal vote- 
collection tactics. 

A trial judge in the state capi¬ 
tal was expected to hear law¬ 
yers for candidate Mark Harris 
argue that the now-disbanded 
elections board was supposed to 
have declared him the winner 
in November, delayed acting to 
sort out ballot-fraud allegations, 
and now can’t certify him as the 
winner. Because GOP reshuf¬ 
fling of the old elections board’s 
membership had been declared 
unconstitutional, its investigation 
into alleged ballot fraud by an op¬ 
erative hired by the Republican’s 
campaign was invalid, Harris’ at¬ 
torneys claimed. 

The elections board was dis¬ 
solved Dec. 28 by state judges who 
in October declared its makeup 
unconstitutional but had allowed 
investigations to continue. A re¬ 
vamped board comes into exis¬ 
tence starting Jan. 31. 

Harris narrowly led Democrat 
Dan McCready in the 9th Dis¬ 
trict race before the investigation 


shooting — also cast a pall. 

“After the Parkland shooting, 
(gun rights’ initiatives) were kind 
of frozen in their tracks,” Spitzer 
said. “Now there’s no chance that 
it’s going anywhere.” 

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation’s SHOT Show has 
been held annually for more than 
four decades. This year more than 
60,000 will attend the event that 
runs Tuesday through Friday — 
from gun dealers and manufac¬ 
turers to companies that cater to 
law enforcement. There’s a wait 
list for exhibitors that is several 
hundred names long, and it will 
have some 13 miles of aisles fea¬ 
turing products from more than 
1,700 companies. 

Last year’s show in Las Vegas 
was held just months after a gun¬ 
man killed 58 people and injured 
hundreds at an outdoor music 
festival. The massacre was car¬ 
ried out by a gunman armed with 
bump stocks, which allow the 
long guns to mimic fully automat¬ 
ic weapons. 

Joe Bartozzi, the new president 
of the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, said the industry isn’t 
disturbed by the drop in gun sales 
or the shift in federal politics. 

“Having been in the industry 
for over 30 years and seeing the 
trends of gun sales ebb and flow 
over time, it’s very hard to put 
your finger on any one specific 
issue as to why this happens. It’s 
just the cyclical nature of the 
business,” he said. 


started. Lawyers for McCready, 
an Iraq War veteran and head of 
a solar energy investment firm, 
and the state elections board 
want the lawsuit dismissed. They 
say a completed investigation 
is needed into allegations that 
mail-in ballots could have been 
altered or discarded by a Harris 
subcontractor. 

Democrats who this month took 
control of the U.S. House said 
they wouldn’t seat Harris without 
an investigation and suggested 
they may examine the dispute no 
matter what the state board does. 

State attorneys argued the 
judge shouldn’t side with Harris 
because he’s unlikely to be seated 
until after the restored elections 
board examines evidence at a 
planned hearing and acts. 

The questions surround a po¬ 
litical operative in Bladen Coun¬ 
ty, Leslie McCrae Dowless, who 
worked for Harris’ campaign. A 
statement by his attorney said he 
is innocent of any wrongdoing. 

More than a dozen witnesses 
signed sworn affidavits alleging 
that Dowless or people working 
for him collected incomplete and 
unsealed ballots from voters. It’s 
illegal for anyone other than a 
close relative or guardian to take 
a person’s ballot. 


Judge to weigh GOP 
claim in NC election 


Smog covers Salt Lake City as an inversion lingers in January 2017. 
A new poii says Americans’ views on ciimate change are informed by 
natural disasters and their local weather. 
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Photos by Dan Wagner, Sarasota (Fla.) Herald-Tribune/AP 

Artist Alexis Fraser, also known as Lipstick Lex, works on a self-portrait in her studio in Sarasota, Fla. 


Sealed 
with a 



Florida woman creates 
unique lipstick artwork 

By Akila Davisshaw 
The Sarasota (Fla.) Herald-Tribune 

SARASOTA, Fla. 
lexis Fraser, known as Lipstick 
Lex, has been inspiring positivity 
through her unique medium. 
Armed with tubes of lipstick 
and an assortment of makeup brushes, 
Sarasota resident Alexis Fraser, more 
popularly known as Lipstick Lex on social 
media, has been spreading positivity with 
her unconventional art since 2012. 

Fraser, 34, said that a former client com¬ 
missioned a painting of Marilyn Monroe, 
and challenged her “to create it in a non- 
traditional way ... that still correlated with 
Marilyn Monroe.” That request led the 
artist to the idea of creating her paintings 
with lipstick and “kiss prints,” an homage 
to pointillism in which she repeatedly kiss¬ 
es the canvas. 

“The idea of creating her out of lipstick, 
which is just such a glamorous, feminine 
medium, and kisses just made sense,” 
especially when taking into account the 
star’s iconic “blowing kisses” photo shoot, 
red pout and sex appeal, Fraser said. 

Like the majority of experimental cre¬ 
ators, Fraser tried to “juggle” her tradi¬ 
tional and avant-garde techniques at first, 
but finally came to the conclusion that if 
she wanted to stand out “in a sea of artists” 
she had to follow her unique style. 

Fraser credits her husband, too, with 
pushing her toward focusing 100 percent 
on her lipstick art, admitting that original¬ 
ly she wasn’t sold on the idea. 

“I so much wanted to continue doing 
the traditional route and painting with my 
hands like a normal person.” 

In 2014, Fraser officially branded Lip¬ 
stick Lex and began spreading her mes¬ 
sage in a way unlike any other. 

Since then, she has had her art shown in 
Tokyo, Hong Kong and London. She has 
sold her works to notable figures such as 
“Downton Abbey” actress Michelle Dock¬ 
ery and collaborated with brands such as 
MAC Cosmetics, part of the Estee Lauder 
Cos. family of products. 

MAC Cosmetics was fascinated with 
Fraser’s work, said Christian Mitchell, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the company’s Global 
Artist Relations. 

“The concept of art and lipstick was such 
a perfect match for MAC,” Mitchell said. 

The organization reached out to Fraser 
in 2018 to see if she would be interested in 
doing a painting using their lipsticks. 

Fraser’s original plan was to teach art 
rather than pursue it full time. 

An Illinois native, Fraser went to North 
Central College, a private liberal arts col¬ 
lege outside Chicago, and graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in fine arts. 

She always knew she wanted to do some¬ 
thing creative. 

“I worked various jobs while creating 


art on the side as a hobby for years, and 
then made the decision to pursue second¬ 
ary education. I figured if I can’t make 
art for a living, which at the time believed 
I couldn’t, I could at least teach art,” she 
said. 

While living in Toronto and waiting for 
her permanent residency so she could 
apply for a teaching job, Fraser began cre¬ 
ating more art while “waiting around.” 

She continued experimenting with her 
kiss prints, and by 2013 she was consis¬ 
tently selling her paintings and being 
commissioned. 

“It was from there that I decided maybe 
art as a full-time career could be the Plan 
A,” she said. 

Fraser, her husband, and two children 
moved to Sarasota in July 2017. 

“While we miss the hustle and bustle and 


culture of Toronto, the beach, warm air, 
and sunny skies give us our dose of ‘happy’ 
on the daily. We love it here,” she said. 

Some of Fraser’s artwork has fetched as 
much as $17,000. 

The process behind her innovative paint¬ 
ings has garnered a fair amount of atten¬ 
tion, too, from the way it mixes traditional 
and original techniques. 

Fraser sketches out and conceptual¬ 
izes her paintings, but instead of going in 
with paints, she plans out where each color 
should be and begins to kiss the canvas. 

If focusing on details such as eyelashes 
or the creases in the mouth, she will draw 
with the lipsticks, much like a traditional 
oil pastel, and use her makeup brushes to 
blend. 

To complete the pieces, Fraser applies 
the last layer of “unblended” kisses, and 


then coats her paintings in an epoxy resin 
to prevent smudging or UV damage. 

“The message behind my art is actually 
what I’m most passionate about,” Fraser 
said. “It’s all about the idea of spreading 
love and positivity and happiness.” Using 
kisses in her art helps “literally infuse the 
love and good vibes” into everything she 
does. 

Many of her works are about subjects 
Fraser loves, too, or ideas she finds impor¬ 
tant to promote. 

In December, Fraser released her third 
portrait of famed Mexican artist Frida 
Kahlo, who today is often notable as a fig¬ 
ure of body positivity and feminism, at 
Cafe Barbosso in Sarasota. 

The femininity of Fraser’s artistic me¬ 
dium and portrayal of empowering fig¬ 
ures, such as Kahlo and Monroe, has also 
inspired the message of female empower¬ 
ment in the artist’s works. 

“It’s about self-love,” she said. “When 
you learn to love yourself, you can share 
that love with others.” 

Despite the positivity and joy Fraser has 
been spreading, she is not without critics, 
which is not uncommon with many uncon¬ 
ventional forms of art. 

“People either love [the art] or some 
people think it’s a little quirky,” she said. 
“Art is a subjective thing; I don’t expect to 
appeal to everyone and I’m OK with that.” 

Fraser said she’s unfazed by the nega¬ 
tive comments she receives, the majority 
of which come online. “My mom always 
tells me the more hate mail you get, the 
more successful that means you’re get¬ 
ting,” she said. 

It’s that type of optimism that has given 
the artist the following and support she has 
today, “I try to pull together empowerment 
with everything I do.” 

Although the art may be physically la¬ 
borious, and “it’s not an easy path,” Fraser 
encourages other experimental artists to 
work hard. 

Just like she tells those trying to feel em¬ 
powered, “It takes a lot of self-discovery.” 



Fraser poses with one of her kiss prints titled “Fly Baby Fly” in Sarasota. 
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Supreme Court takes up gun rights case 


High court rejects coach’s 
appeal over prayer for now 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court is re¬ 
jecting an appeal from a former Seattle-area 
football coach who lost his job because he refused 
to stop praying on the field. 

But four conservative justices say Tuesday that 
they are interested in former Bremerton High 
School Coach Joe Kennedy’s case and the legal 
issues it raises. 

Lower courts said Kennedy was not immedi¬ 


ately entitled to get his job back. Courts rejected 
Kennedy’s claim that the school district violated 
his speech rights by putting him on paid leave 
after he continued to pray at midfield following 
games. 

Justice Samuel Alito says the high court is 
right to reject the appeal for now, but says he is 
troubled by lower courts’ handling of the case. 
Justices Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and 
Clarence Thomas joined with Alito. 


By Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court said Tuesday it will 
take up its first gun rights case 
in nine years, a challenge to New 
York City’s prohibition on car¬ 
rying a licensed, locked and un¬ 
loaded handgun outside the city 
limits. 

The court’s decision to hear the 
appeal filed by three New York 
residents and New York’s Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association affiliate 
could signal a revived interest in 
gun rights by a more conserva¬ 
tive court. 

The case won’t be argued until 
October. 

The challengers are repre¬ 
sented by prominent lawyer Paul 
Clement, who has been urging the 
justices to elaborate on the extent 
of constitutional gun rights the 
Supreme Court declared in deci¬ 
sions in 2008 and 2010. 

The court had previously re¬ 


jected several appeals. 

The court may be more willing 
to take on a gun rights case now 
that Justice Anthony Kennedy 
has retired and been replaced 


by Justice Brett Kavanaugh, who 
was President Donald Trump’s 
second high-court nominee to be 
confirmed. 

Clement says the case “is a per¬ 


fect vehicle to reaffirm that those 
decisions and the constitutional 
text have consequences.” 

Joining in support of gun rights, 
17 states said the court should 


break its yearslong silence and 
use the case to define the scope 
of gun rights under the Constitu¬ 
tion and the level of scrutiny, or 
skepticism, judges should apply 
to gun laws. 

New York’s ordinance allows 
people licensed to have handguns 
to carry them outside the home to 
gun ranges in the city. The guns 
must be locked and unloaded. 

The city residents who filed 
suit want to practice shooting at 
target ranges outside the city or 
take their guns to second homes 
elsewhere in New York state. 

Lower courts had rejected the 
challenge. 

The city’s top lawyer, Zachary 
Carter, urged the court to reject 
the case, arguing that the restric¬ 
tions allowed New York police to 
reduce the number of guns car¬ 
ried in public. 

There are seven shooting rang¬ 
es in the city and at least one in 
each of the city’s five boroughs. 
Carter said. 


Educators on strike rally Friday outside City Hali in Los Angeles. A tentative deal was reached Tuesday after a 21-hour 
bargaining session that ends the six-day strike. 

reached in LA teachers strike 


Man linked to 
4 Nevada killings 
suspected of being 
in US illegally 

Associated Press 

RENO, Nev. — A man suspected by authorities 
of being in the U.S. illegally shot and killed four 
people in Nevada over the past few weeks, offi¬ 
cials said, adding fuel to the immigration debate. 

While it wasn’t immediately clear Tuesday 
where Wilbur Martinez-Guzman, 20, was from 
or how he came to the U.S., President Donald 
Trump has seized on the killings as evidence of 
the need for his proposed U.S.-Mexico border 
wall. 

“Four people in Nevada 
viciously robbed and killed 
by an illegal immigrant who 
should not have been in our 
Country,” Trump said in a 
tweet Monday. “We need a 
powerful Wall!” 

Martinez-Guzman has 
been jailed in Carson City, 
in northern Nevada near 
the California border, since 
Saturday on possession of 
stolen property, burglary 
and immigration charges. 

Authorities have said they expect to file mur¬ 
der charges against him in the shooting deaths 
of an elderly Reno couple and two women in the 
nearby town of Gardnerville. 

Carson City Sheriff Ken Furlong said that fed¬ 
eral immigration authorities told his office that 
Martinez-Guzman was in the country illegally. 

Authorities have said Connie Koontz, 56, was 
found dead Jan. 10 in her home. 

Three days later, Sophia Renken, 74, was 
found dead in her home about a mile from where 
Koontz lived. 

On Jan. 16, the bodies of Gerald David, 81, and 
his wife, Sharon, 80, were found in their home on 
the southern edge of Reno. 

Furlong said the investigation is ongoing and 
that it was too early to comment on a possible 
motive. 

He said Martinez-Guzman did not yet have an 
attorney who could comment on his behalf 


Tentative deal 

By John Antczak 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES—A tentative deal was 
reached Tuesday between Los Angeles 
school officials and the teachers union 
that will allow educators to return to 
classrooms after a six-day strike against 
the nation’s second-largest district, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, ac¬ 
companied by leaders United Teachers 
Los Angeles and the Los Angeles Unified 
School District, announced the agree¬ 


ment at City Hall a few hours after a 21- 
hour bargaining session ended before 
dawn. 

“I’m proud to announce that pending 
approval by the teachers represented by 
UTA and the educational professional 
and this Board of Education we have an 
agreement that will allow our teachers to 
go back to work on the campuses tomor¬ 
row,” Garcetti said. 

Union President Alex Caputo-Pearl 
said teachers would vote Tuesday and he 
expected approval. 

Talks resumed Thursday at Garcetti’s 


urging. The mayor does not have author¬ 
ity over the Los Angeles Unified School 
District but he sought to help both sides 
reach an agreement after nearly two 
years of fruitless talks that led to the 
walkout. 

Clashes over pay, class sizes and sup- 
port-staff levels in the district with 
640,000 students led to its first strike in 
30 years and prompted the staffing of 
classrooms with substitute teachers and 
administrators. It followed teacher walk¬ 
outs in other states that emboldened or¬ 
ganized labor. 




Damian Dovarcanes/AP 
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Students write book on surviving school massacre 



Photos by Brynn Anderson/AP 


Leni Steinhardt reads from a new book called “Parkland Speaks: Survivors from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas Share Their Stories” in Parkland, Fla., during a Jan. 16 Associated Press interview. 



From left, students Brianna Fisher, Steinhardt and Brianna Jesionowski sit down for the interview. 


By Terry Spencer 

Associated Press 

PARKLAND, Fla. — “Parkland 
Speaks: Survivors from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas Share Their 
Stories” needed to be written, its 
authors believe, but wish desper¬ 
ately it hadn’t. 

The book by 43 students and 
teachers who hved through last 
February’s high school massa¬ 
cre gives a poignant, raw and 
sometimes horrifically graphic 
look into the six-minute shooting 
spree that killed 17 and into its 
aftermath as a well-off Fort Lau¬ 
derdale, Fla., suburb suddenly 
found itself mourning in a global 
spotlight that has dimmed but will 
never reach black. 

“I lost my sense of innocence. I 
lost my sense of security. I lost my 
ability to see the world as I had 
only hours earlier. I would give 
an^hing to go back,” wrote jour- 
nahsm teacher Sarah Lemer, who 
edited the 192-page paperback of 
essays, poems, photos and art that 
was pubhshed Tuesday by Crown 
Books. 

Lerner and three student con¬ 
tributors gathered recently in a 
park a mile from the school to talk 
about the tragedy and how the 
book helped them cope as a veneer 
of normalcy returns weeks before 
the anniversary. Nearby, a few 
dozen special education students 
practiced yoga, helped by Stone¬ 
man Douglas volunteers. A skater 
zipped past. Elementary kids nois¬ 
ily played soccer. 

The poet 

“How many did he kill? After 
hours of no sleep, my eyes slip 
shut, as I still weep, there is a feel¬ 
ing in my gut, I wake up scream¬ 
ing, the memories haunt my 
head” — Brianna Jesionowski, in 
her poem, “First Night.” 

Jesionowski’s Enghsh class 
was ending when shots rang out 
just outside on the first floor of 
the three-story freshman build¬ 
ing. The gunman fired down the 
hallway with an AR-15 semi-auto¬ 
matic rifle and through windows 
into classrooms, but not hers. He 
then climbed the stairs, killing as 
he went. 

But Jesionowski and her class¬ 
mates didn’t know it was real. 
There had been rumors that the 
school would hold an active-shoot¬ 
er drill with blank guns and drama 
students portraying victims. 

“We thought it was weird — we 
had never been through anything 


like this,” she said. Even after po¬ 
lice evacuated her class and she 
exited through a blood-filled hall¬ 
way, she said her mind wouldn’t 


accept the reahty until she met 
her older sister, Kaitlyn, whose 
hands were bloody from comfort¬ 
ing a girl as she died. 


She began writing poems be¬ 
fore she asked to contribute to 
the book. It’s how she copes. Sev¬ 
eral are featured. 


I lost my ability to see 
the world as I had only 
hours earlier. I would give 
anything to go back, f 

Sarah Lerner 
journalism teacher, book’s editor 


“I had so many different feel¬ 
ings. I was confused. My sister 
gave me good advice to write it 
down and sort through it,” she 
said. 

The letter writer 

“My name is Leni Steinhardt 
and I am a survivor of a school 
shooting. That is a sentence no 
sixteen-year-old should have 
to write” — Leni Steinhardt, in 
her essay, “Dear Senator Marco 
Rubio.” 

The letter, which Steinhardt also 
sent to other Congress members, 
details the terror she felt as she 
called her parents to say she loved 
them in case she never got anoth¬ 
er chance. How her brother lost a 
friend. It asks a pointed question: 
“What are you and the rest of the 
government doing to prevent this 
from happening again?” 

“It was important that he heard 
it from me because I was angered 
after the shooting,” Steinhardt 
said. “I really didn’t have anyone 
to go to after this. My parents 
never hved through a shooting. 
My grandparents didn’t know. 
There really wasn’t anyone in 
my hfe who could answer these 
questions.” 

She said Rubio responded, 
agreeing changes are needed but 
giving no specifics. 

The photographer 

The photo shows three girls hug¬ 
ging tight in a Stoneman Douglas 
walkway, their eyes closed. Are 
they frightened? Mourning? No. 
Brianna Fisher took the photo 
long before the shooting, on the 
first day of school of friends happy 
to see each other. She posted it on 
Instagram shortly after the shoot¬ 
ing to show what school should be. 

For her, the book represents 
what her schoolmates experienced 
— and she and the other contribu¬ 
tors have a mqjor responsibility. 

“Not every student is going to be 
speaking to the press or writing 
something — it needs to be an ac¬ 
curate presentation,” Fisher said. 


Victims of mass shootings at SC church, Pa. synagogue meet 


Associated Press 

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Mem¬ 
bers of a congregation from a 
Pittsburgh synagogue where 11 
died in a mass shooting by an 
anti-Semitic gunman last fall 
have traveled to Charleston, S.C., 
to worship with members of the 
church where nine black worship¬ 
pers died in 2015 at the hands of a 
white supremacist. 

The Post and Courier reported 
that members of the New Light 


Congregation of the Tree of Life 
synagogue and members of the 
Emanuel AME Church wor¬ 
shipped together Friday and Sun¬ 
day in Charleston. 

The Pittsburgh group came to 
Charleston for the Martin Luther 
King Jr. weekend for a show of 
unity and celebration. 

Rabbi Jonathan Perlman leads 
New Light Congregation. 

On Friday, he stood at Kahal 
Kadosh Beth Elohim, a local 
Reform congregation, with 


Emanuel shooting survivor Polly 
Sheppard. 

On Sunday, he stood in a mass 
of sorrow at Emanuel’s altar rail 
hugging its senior pastor, the Rev. 
Eric S.C. Manning. Church mem¬ 
bers came forward from their 
pews to wrap him and his group 
in a sea of hugs and tears. 

Manning, who flew to Pitts¬ 
burgh to comfort synagogue 
members shortly after the mass 
shooting there, used his sermon 
on Sunday to implore people to 


love one another during divisive 
times. To do so, he referenced a 
line from one of King’s sermons: 
“Let no man pull you so low as to 
hate him.” 

Along with Perlman stood 
Carol Black, a fellow survivor of 
the synagogue shooting. She hid 
in a closet while a gunman killed 
her brother, Richard Gottfried, 
65, a beloved dentist. Gottfried’s 
wife, who organized the trip to 
Charleston, joined them. So did 
Gottfried’s twin sister, Debi Sal- 


vin, who had celebrated her first 
birthday without him precisely 
one week earlier. 

Three of the 11 people who died 
inside Tree of Hope were mem¬ 
bers of New Light. 

“I’m sad in 2019 that Jews and 
African-Americans are united by 
having been slaughtered in their 
houses of worship in the United 
States of America,” said Beth Kis- 
sileff Perlman, the rabbi’s wife. 
“We share many bonds and, un¬ 
fortunately, this is one of them.” 
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Trailblazer 

Law enforcement legend rose from the 
segregated South to the elbow of presidents 


Hubert Bell, 76, once the highest- 
ranked black agent in Secret 
Service history, is seen last month 
at his home in Alexandria, Va. 


By Clarence Williams 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON 
he photos on walls at Hubert 
Bell’s suburban home tell a tale 
of a remarkable government ca¬ 
reer, showing him at the elbow of 
President Ronald Reagan, Egyptian leader 
Anwar Sadat, Pope John Paul II and other 
historic dignitaries. 

His presidential appointment letter by 
President Bill Clinton is alongside plaques, 
commendations and memorabilia from two 
generations of American political leaders. 
The respect he earned was exemplified by 
his invitation last year to the funerals of 
former first lady Barbara Bush and former 
President George H.W. Bush. 

Despite his proximity to power, few 
would recognize his name or face. 

Bell’s 54 years of federal service—which 
included 29 years in the Secret Service fol¬ 
lowed by 22 years as the inspector general 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission — 
is one of those rare Washington careers in 
which not drawing attention signals a job 
well done. 

Yet among circles of federal law enforce¬ 
ment officers. Bell is known as a trailblaz- 
ing agent for his persistent, steady voice 
to expand opportunities and advancement 
for hundreds of black, female and minority 
agents, investigators and agency leaders. 
And he broke barriers in his own career, 
topped by his selection to protect then-Vice 
President Bush as the first black agent to 
head a vice presidential protective detail. 

On Dec. 31, Bell, 76, retired from his 
final post at the NRC. 

“The federal government is still a great 
place to work. I enjoyed all my assign¬ 
ments,” he said. “I’ve come a long way 
from South Bayou Street in Mobile, Ala.” 

For many who gathered to honor him at 
his retirement luncheon in Washington, 
Bell’s path from working for a short while 
at a post office in Alabama to top jobs in the 
Secret Service is what cleared the way for 
their careers. 

Thirty years ago, Lynda Williams was a 
uniformed officer with the Secret Service 
when she met Bell, by then a high-ranking 
official in the service. She was young and 
black and dreamed of being a field agent. 

“Although Mr. Bell was sitting way high, 
he was never too high to reach down and en¬ 
courage you,” Williams told the audience. 

Bell advised her to attend a meeting of 
the National Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Executives and to pursue her 


goals. She would go on to not only become 
an agent but to retire as a deputy assistant 
director and serve as a national vice presi¬ 
dent for NOBLE. 

Bell’s involvement with the group was so 
foundational that the national headquar¬ 
ters complex was named for him in 1998. 

“Mr. Bell has always been that trailblaz¬ 
er that encouraged us and made it possible 
for people who look like me and act like me 
to ascend through the ranks,” she told the 
gathering of 150. 

Bell’s path to service was set as a child. 

His devout Catholic household, with his 
parents and five siblings, sowed the seeds 
of giving back. 

As a student at Alabama State Univer¬ 
sity, he and his younger brother, Joseph, 
joined part of the voting rights march from 
Selma to Montgomery in 1965. 

“Hubert exemplifies everything we 
were taught,” said Joseph Bell, who is re¬ 
tired from Howard University, where he 
was a coach and athletic director. “Never 
forget from whence you came, and love 
your neighbor as you would love yourself 
He’s just a good guy.” 

It was their father who set his namesake 
on the road to law enforcement. 

Hubert Bell Sr. was one of Mobile’s first 
five black officers during the turbulent 
civil rights era of the 1950s and later in¬ 
troduced his son to a friend in the Secret 
Service and encouraged him to apply. 

Bell balked, thinking of “the hell” his 
father and those first black officers had 
faced. They were limited to patrol duty, 
where they could stop — but not arrest 
— white people and faced scorn on and off 
the streets. 

Bell’s mother bought a police scanner to 
try to track her husband’s safety while he 
was on duty, and although the radio chat¬ 
ter brought comfort, the use of “the n-word 
was prevalent,” Bell said. 

“In my mind, all I could remember (was) 
what these five guys had gone through in 
Mobile. It was kind of an indelible thing,” 
he recalled. 

For a year. Bell tried teaching during 
a fraught integration era, but the schools 
were not for him. Bell reversed course and 
applied to the Secret Service. 

On “Holy Saturday, the day before Eas¬ 
ter,” in March 1967, as Bell described the 
day in church terms, he drove his lime 
green ’67 Mustang north to Washington. 

In the aftermath of the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, the Secret 
Service had attracted a large cadre of tal¬ 


ented, bright, eager young men, said Rich¬ 
ard Steiner, 75, a retired agent who worked 
with Bell for nearly 20 years beginning in 
1970. 

“It was very competitive. The service 
expanded, they brought in a lot of compe¬ 
tent young people who wanted to serve,” 
Steiner said in a recent interview. Bell 
“was very thorough, had a good work ethic 
and was probably one of the most decent 
people I’ve ever been around in my life.” 

“He is a very caring individual,” Steiner 
added. 

But the service they joined lacked di¬ 
versity. Bell said he was the seventh black 
agent hired in the agency, which had no 
black agents working in southern field of¬ 
fices and no female agents at all. 

Bell’s first big assignment came from 
the agency director’s office: Recruit more 
black candidates. “I really had a blank 
check. I could go anywhere in the United 
States to recruit. But being from the South, 
I immediately headed south,” Bell said. 

And he immediately ran into the white, 
old-boy establishment. He said some agents 
in charge of field offices resented his ar¬ 
rival and others claimed they could find 
no qualified candidates despite a plethora 
of black colleges and universities, particu¬ 
larly in the Atlanta area. 

“I knew they weren’t doing the job. I 
looked at the files,” Bell said. “How do you 
have five black colleges in a city and not 
have any applicants? They were just going 
through the motions.” 

Bell also found a lack of follow-up with 
the few black candidates who had applied. 
One young man’s application had been re¬ 
jected simply because he had a gold tooth, 
he said. 

But Bell managed to bring in 35 recruits 
in a little more than a year, and all but one 
became agents, he said. 

As Bell’s career advanced, he moved 
from agent in charge of the Hawaii field 
office to agent in charge of the vice presi¬ 
dential protective detail to division deputy 
assistant director of the Office of Investi¬ 
gations to the assistant director of the Of¬ 
fice of Protective Operations. 

In each of those jobs, colleagues credited 
Bell with speaking out against tokenism and 
pushing to expand opportunities for black 
agents. That advocacy included working to 
make the appraisal system more equitably 
value the undercover assignments of many 
black agents handhng forgery and counter¬ 
feit cases as it did the protective detail work 
done mostly by white agents. 


At each step, he thought it was critical to 
apply pressure. 

“Changes are made from the top down, 
not from the bottom up,” Bell said. 

Bell is a reserved man who recalls his 
career often by describing “the mission” of 
the agency where he worked. 

Throughout the 1970s, that mission for 
him was refining the planning and pro¬ 
tection for national leaders and foreign 
dignitaries. “Every day is a training day. 
The more you do it, the quicker you learn 
it. The more you do it, the better you are 
it,” Bell said. But “those hours you put in 
are stressful.” 

It was on one those long details — to 
Vietnam in 1972, protecting Vice Presi¬ 
dent Spiro Agnew — that Bell stayed up 
all night on the return Pan Am flight from 
Asia to Honolulu to talk to a flight atten¬ 
dant named Satwant. 

A long-distance romance simmered with 
lots of letters as she moved from Hawaii to 
London and led to an arranged courtship 
— in her native Singapore. 

“The mailman used to love me,” Bell 
grinned. 

Bell has kept a box of those cards and 
letters. When they married in 1975, he was 
33 and she was 25. 

“Hubert has a calm, reassuring and gen¬ 
tle nature. He’s also romantic,” Satwant 
Bell said. “We’ve been married for over 43 
years, and to this day, he still serves me my 
morning coffee.” 

A growing family was the bedrock of his 
life. Two daughters, Naydja and Nileah, 
were followed by two sons, Anthony and 
Andrew. 

He stressed education, faith and hard 
work to his children, always offering sup¬ 
port and advice, Nileah Bell said. 

A year after marrying, he joined the 
then-fledgling NOBLE and the organiza¬ 
tion became “his second wife,” Nileah 
Bell said. The annual conventions were 
a fixture on the Bell family calendar. He 
served as a longtime treasurer and later on 
the board, and Satwant Bell ran auctions 
for scholarship fundraisers. 

At Bell’s retirement ceremony, dozens 
of NOBLE members among the organiza¬ 
tion’s 3,000 members stood for recogni¬ 
tion, including his daughters. Nileah is as 
an analyst with the FBI and Naydja is an 
analyst with the Defense Department’s Of¬ 
fice of Inspector General. 

“An organization like NOBLE is only as 
good as the people. Those who care about 
it and water it, and continue to plant seeds 
that will bloom long after we’re gone,” Bell 
wrote in his retirement speech. “My big¬ 
gest lesson for NOBLE is that while we 
work hard for the here and now, it is for 
that which can’t yet be seen that our true 
labors will prosper.” 

Bell retired from the Secret Service in 
1996 as executive director of workforce 
planning and diversity management after 
being passed over for agency director. With 
his children’s college bills to be paid, he took 
the job as inspector general of the NRC. 

President Bill Clinton nominated him in 
April 1996, the Senate confirmed him and 
he began a two-decade career. 

One assignment he was sorry to have 
missed was the chance to protect Barack 
Obama, the nation’s first black president. 

“I was elated to see Obama become the 
president. It would certainly have been an 
honor for me to be there, to serve on that 
detail,” he said. 

“I had a great career,” Bell said simply 
of his long tenure. 

But many who benefited from his focus 
and advocacy are more expansive. 

Alonzo Webb, who joined the Secret Ser¬ 
vice as an agent in 1977 and spent 23 years 
on the job, said that had Bell not spent years 
recruiting, people like him would not have 
had an opportunity. And once they arrived 
as agents, Webb said. Bell pushed them to 
band together to fight bias in an agency 
they all loved and chose to serve. 

“We consider him the godfather of black 
agents,” Webb said. “The only reason we 
made it into the Secret Service was be¬ 
cause of Hubert Bell.” 
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Lawyer: Spy suspect had classified docs 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The lawyer for an 
American man being held in Mos¬ 
cow on suspicion of spying said 
Tuesday that his client was given 
a flash drive containing Russian 
“state secrets” before he was ar¬ 
rested, but did not know he had 
them and had not looked at them. 

Paul Whelan, a former U.S. 
Marine, was detained in Moscow 
at the end of December. The ar¬ 
rest raised speculation that he 
could be swapped for one of the 
Russians held in the U.S., such as 
gun rights activist Maria Butina, 
who has pleaded guilty to acting 
as a foreign agent in the U.S. 

Whelan made his first public 
appearance in court Tuesday to 
hear the appeal of his arrest. The 
judge upheld the previous ruling 
that ordered him to be kept be¬ 
hind bars at least until the end of 
February. 

Whelan was kept in a glass cage 
and did not speak to reporters. 

Spying charges carry a pris¬ 
on sentence of up to 20 years in 
Russia. 

Whelan’s lawyer, Vladimir 
Zherebenkov, told Russian news 
agencies on Tuesday that when 
his client was detained at a Mos¬ 
cow hotel at the end of December 
he had something with him that 
contained “state secrets.” 


The lawyer said that Whelan 
was a frequent visitor to Russia 
and that he asked an unnamed 
person to email him something 
about travel around the country. 
Whelan reportedly was not able 
to download it and then asked that 
person to put it on a flash-drive. 

“He was expecting to see on 
the flash drive some personal in¬ 
formation like pictures or videos, 
something like that, about that 
person’s previous trips around 
Russia,” Zherebenkov told re¬ 
porters. “We don’t know how the 
materials that contain state se¬ 
crets ended up there.” 

The lawyer said the American 
was detained before he could 
open the files. 

Zherebenkov also said it was 
not clear what has happened to 
the person who reportedly gave 
the flash drive to Whelan. 

Zherebenkov said the inves¬ 
tigators have not yet disclosed 
which country he is accused of 
spying for. 

Whelan holds U.S., Canadian, 
British and Irish citizenships. 

Whelan, 48, was discharged 
from the Marines for bad con¬ 
duct. He works as the global 
security director for a U.S. auto¬ 
mobile parts manufacturer and 
lives in Michigan. His family has 
said he was in Moscow to attend 
a wedding. 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Paul Whelan, right, a former U.S. Marine who was arrested in Moscow at the end of last year, looks 
through a glass cage as his lawyers talk to each other in a courtroom in Moscow on Tuesday. 


Zimbabwean 
leader decries 
violence by 
security forces 



Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi/AP 


Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa, center, arrives at Robert Mugabe 
International Airport in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Monday. On Tuesday, he decried 
violence by his country’s security forces and cailed for a “national dialogue.” 


By Farai Mutsaka 

Associated Press 

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zimbabwe’s 
president on Tuesday said violence by 
security forces was “unacceptable and a 
betrayal” and will be investigated after a 
week of economic crisis and crackdown in 
which activists said a dozen people were 
killed. 

President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
called for a “national dialogue” among po¬ 
litical parties and civic leaders even as ar¬ 
rests continued. He spoke after skipping 
a visit to the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, to return home. 

Zimbabwe’s military is in the streets for 
the first time since post-election violence 
in August killed six people. This time, 
people report being hunted down in their 
homes by security forces and severely 
beaten. Doctors treated dozens of gunshot 
wounds. More than 600 people were ar¬ 
rested and most were denied bail. 

Mnangagwa said insubordination will 
not be tolerated and “if required, heads 
will roll.” 

However, he defended the dramatic fuel 
price increase that began the unrest by 
making gasoline in Zimbabwe the world’s 
most expensive. Authorities said it was 
aimed at easing the demand that created 
mileslong lines as gas stations, with some 
families sleeping in their cars. 

But Zimbabweans who had seen no 
improvement in the collapsed economy 


under Mnangagwa, who took office in 2017 
after the ouster of longtime leader Robert 
Mugabe, lost their patience. Activists and 
labor leaders called for people to stay at 
home in protest. Others took to the streets, 
some looting in anger or desperation. 

Mnangagwa’s government has blamed 
the opposition, despite witness accounts 
of security forces opening fire on crowds 
and killing or wounding bystanders, in¬ 
cluding a 17-year-old. 

“Everyone has the right to protest, but 
this was not a peaceful protest,” Mnan¬ 
gagwa said, noting “wanton violence and 
cynical destruction.” 

The government-backed Zimbabwe 
Human Rights Commission laid the blame 
on security forces, saying eight people 
were killed and criticizing the use of the 
military and live ammunition. It said the 
government had not learned its lesson 
from the August crackdown, and it should 


compensate “victims of military and po¬ 
lice brutality.” 

Mnangagwa has previously said he is 
open to dialogue with the main opposition 
MDC party, which narrowly lost both the 
July election and a court challenge alleg¬ 
ing fraud. The president has dismissed the 
idea of a government of national unity, and 
officials have said the opposition was try¬ 
ing to force talks by stirring up unrest. 

The opposition called Mnangagwa’s call 
for dialogue a “gimmick to buy time.” 

“Mnangagwa’s overtures are always on 
Twitter. He knows where we are, yet he 
has chosen not to talk to us directly,” MDC 
spokesman Jacob Mafume said. “Why are 
soldiers still beating up people and the po¬ 
lice arresting people if he is sincere?” 

MDC leader Nelson Chamisa said his 
overtures at dialogue had been “spurned 
and mocked” and that people must be free 
to talk without fear. 


US singer Brown 
detained in Paris 
on rape complaint 

By Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

PARIS — U.S. singer Chris Brown and two 
other people are in custody in Paris after a 
woman filed a rape complaint, French offi¬ 
cials said Tuesday. 

The Grammy Award-winning singer was 
detained Monday on potential charges of ag¬ 
gravated rape and drug infractions and re¬ 
mained in custody Tuesday, a judicial official 
said. Investigators have another two days to 
decide whether to let 
him go or file prelimi¬ 
nary charges. 

Brown’s publicists at 
Sony Music would not 
immediately comment 
on the complaint or say 
what Brown, 29, was 
doing in Paris. 

Brown has been in 
repeated legal trouble 
since pleading guilty 
to the felony assault in 
2009 of his then-girlfriend, Rihanna. He com¬ 
pleted his probation in that case in 2015 but 
has continued to have run-ins with police. 

The woman who filed the complaint said 
she met Brown and his friends overnight 
Jan. 15-16 at the club Le Crystal in the 8th 
arrondissement near the Champs-Elysees, 
and then they all went to the Mandarin Ori¬ 
ental Hotel near the Concorde Plaza in cen¬ 
tral Paris, according to the official. 

One of Brown’s bodyguards is among the 
others detained in the Paris investigation, 
according to the official. Neither official was 
authorized to be publicly named discussing 
the investigation. 
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China seems to confirm gene-edited babies 



Mark Schiefelbein/AP 


He Jiankui is reflected in a glass panel in October as he works at a laboratory in Shenzhen in southern 
China's Guangdong province. A Chinese investigation seems to confirm the scientist's claim that he 
altered the DNA of twin girls at conception. 


Report says scientist 
acted alone, could 
face consequences 

By Marilynn Marchione 

Associated Press 

Chinese authorities appear to 
have confirmed a scientist’s un¬ 
published claim that he helped 
make the world’s first gene-ed¬ 
ited babies and that a second 
pregnancy is underway, and say 
he could face consequences for 
his work. 

China’s official Xinhua News 
Agency said Monday that inves¬ 
tigators in Guangdong province 
determined that the scientist, He 
Jiankui, evaded supervision of 
his work and violated research 
norms because he wanted to be 
famous. The report said He acted 
alone and will be punished for 
any violations of the law, although 
it didn’t say which regulations he 
may have broken. 

The scientist stunned the world 
in November by claiming that he 
had altered the DNA of twin girls 
at conception to try to help them 
resist infection with the AIDS 
virus. He’s work has been widely 
criticized as unethical because 
of questions about whether the 
participants truly understood the 
risks. It is also considered medi¬ 
cally dangerous because of pos¬ 
sible harm to other genes and the 
DNA changes can be passed to 
future generations. 

There has been no independent 


verification of his claim, first re¬ 
ported by The Associated Press, 
and it has not yet been published, 
although He gave details at an 
international gene editing confer¬ 
ence in Hong Kong. Some have 
even speculated that it could be 
a hoax. 

But the Chinese investigation 
appears to confirm it. The Xi¬ 
nhua report says the twins and 
those involved in the second preg¬ 
nancy will remain under medical 


observation with regular visits 
supervised by government health 
departments. 

“It does sound like they have 
confirmed the existence of the ba¬ 
bies,” said Dr. Kiran Musunuru, 
a genetics journal editor from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
who reviewed materials He pro¬ 
vided at the AP’s request. Given 
that the Chinese investigation 
alleged ethical lapses. He’s work 
might not be published by a sci¬ 


entific journal, but “the informa¬ 
tion needs to be made available so 
we know exactly what was done,” 
Musunuru said. “It could be as 
simple as putting it on the web.” 

The scientist. He, could not be 
reached for comment. A media 
relations person who had been 
acting as He’s spokesman de¬ 
clined comment. It’s unclear how 
many edited embryos remain 
from He’s experiment and what 
will become of them. 


He’s school. Southern Uni¬ 
versity of Science and Technol¬ 
ogy of China in Shenzhen, and 
the Chinese ministries of health 
and science also have said they 
are investigating and have put 
a halt to his work. Gene editing 
for reproductive purposes is ef¬ 
fectively banned in the US. and 
most of Europe. In China, minis¬ 
terial guidelines prohibit embryo 
research that “violates ethical or 
moral principles.” 

“This behavior seriously vio¬ 
lates ethics and the integrity of 
scientific research, is in serious 
violation of relevant national reg¬ 
ulations and creates a pernicious 
influence at home and abroad,” 
the report of the Guangdong 
province’s investigation said. 

Stanford bioethicist Dr. Wil¬ 
liam Hurlbut said he has spoken 
regularly with He since the Hong 
Kong conference, most recently 
last week. Hurlbut, who said he 
disapproves of what He did, met 
with him often over the last two 
years to discuss gene editing and 
when it might be appropriate. 

A week or so after the news 
broke of He’s work, “he was calm, 
he was thoughtful,” and “was 
thinking about what he should 
have done differently,” Hurlbut 
said. 

There are plainclothes guards 
at the university apartment where 
He is living because “He and the 
authorities believed it was a good 
idea” to shield him from media 
and others trying to contact him, 
not because he’s being treated 
like a prisoner, Hurlbut said. 


US aid cuts hit Palestinians, 
dimming hopes for peace 



Mohammed Ballas/AP 


A Palestinian carries a box of vegetable oil in 2008 as he walks past bags of flour, 
both donated by the United States Agency for International Development, at a depot 
in the West Bank village of Anin near Jenin. The Trump administration cut more than 
$200 million in aid to the Palestinians last year. 


By Joseph Krauss 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Tens of thousands of 
Palestinians are no longer getting food aid 
or basic health services from America, 
U.S.-funded infrastructure projects have 
been halted, and an innovative peace¬ 
building program in Jerusalem is scaling 
back its activities. 

The Trump administration’s decision 
last year to cut more than $200 million 
in development aid to the Palestinians is 
forcing nongovernment organizations, or 
NGOs, to slash programs and lay off staff 
as the effects ripple through a community 
that has spent more than two decades pro¬ 
moting peace in the Middle East. 

The US. government’s development 
agency, the US. Agency for International 
Development, has provided more than $5.5 
billion to the Palestinians since 1994 for 
infrastructure, health, education, gover¬ 
nance and humanitarian aid programs, all 
intended to underpin the eventual creation 
of an independent state. 

Much of that aid is channeled through 
international NGOs, which were abruptly 
informed of the cuts last summer and have 
been scrambling to keep their programs 
alive. 

President Donald Trump says the 
USAID cuts are aimed at pressuring the 


Palestinians to return to peace talks, but 
Palestinian officials say the move has fur¬ 
ther poisoned relations after the US. rec¬ 
ognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital last 
year. The aid groups, many of which have 
little or no connection to the Palestinian 
Authority, say the cuts hurt the most vul¬ 
nerable Palestinians and those most com¬ 
mitted to peace with Israel. 

“If you want to maintain the idea of the 
peace process, you have to maintain the 
people who would be part of the peace 
process,” said Lana Abu Hijleh, the local 
director for Global Communities, an inter¬ 
national NGO active in the Palestinian ter¬ 
ritories since 1995. 

Before the aid cuts were announced, 
it provided food aid — branded as a gift 
from the American people — to more than 
180,000 Palestinians in the Israeli-occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza on behalf of the 
World Food Program. USAID had planned 
to contribute $19 million a year for the 
next five years to continue the project but 
pulled out in August. 

Global Communities can now provide 
aid to 90,000 people only through March, 
and Abu Hijleh had to lay off around 30 
staff, including in Gaza, where unemploy¬ 
ment exceeds 50 percent. 

Funding has also been cut for a five-year, 
$50 million program run by a coalition of 
NGOs to provide health services, including 


clinical breast cancer treatment for some 
16,000 women and treatment for some 700 
children suffering from chronic diseases. 

Infrastructure projects, including des¬ 
perately needed water treatment facili¬ 
ties in the blockaded Gaza Strip, have also 
been put on hold. 

Trump also halted aid to the UN. agency 
for Palestinian refugees, which provides 
basic services to more than 5 million Pal¬ 
estinians across the Middle East, but the 
UNRWA was able to narrow the funding 
gap with aid pledges from other countries. 

Palestinian officials say they won’t bow 
to pressure. 


“We don’t want their money, we don’t 
want anything to do with America,” said 
Nabil Shaath, an adviser to Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas. “If (Trump) 
thinks he can put pressure on us through 
his money, it won’t work.” 

Critics of the policy fear that cutting off 
aid will further diminish Washington’s 
ability to manage a conflict that remains 
highly combustible. 

“When America vacates the Middle East 
space, we do so at our own risk and we do 
it to the benefit of our adversaries,” said 
Dave Harden, a former USAID mission di¬ 
rector in the West Bank and Gaza. 
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THE CENSUS 

The amount stolen from a group of Girl Scouts who were selling cookies at a New Jersey mall. Woodbridge 
Township police said the theft occurred Friday afternoon. The money — about $500 cash and several checks 
— had been placed in a bank envelope and left unattended on a table where members of Girl Scout Troop 80062 
were making their sales. Mall surveillance cameras captured a man, who may have been in disguise, picking up 
the envelope and putting it in his pocket. 


Russ Dillingham, (Lewiston, Maine) Sun-Journal/AP 

No cold feet here 

Elizabeth and Rory Young walk off Long Pond in Livermore, Maine, on Saturday after their wedding ceremony. As the temperature dipped to 
14 degrees on Long Pond, the couple exchanged vows. 




Arrest made in $1.4IVI 
comic books heist 

PI BOCA RATON —A few 
r L comic books from a sto¬ 
len Batman collection worth $1.4 
million were recovered after an 
arrest in Arizona. 

News station ABC-15 in Phoe¬ 
nix reported that police charged 
Phillip Weisbauer, of Royal Palm 
Beach, with theft and traffick¬ 
ing in stolen property after he 
allegedly tried to sell four comic 
books. Those items alone are val¬ 
ued at nearly $100,000 and are 
part of a collection of nearly 450 
comic books stolen from a storage 
unit in Boca Raton. 

Their owner, Randy Lawrence, 
told the South Florida Sun Senti¬ 
nel that someone broke into the 
unit through the ceiling. He dis¬ 
covered the theft on Jan. 8. 

Tractor-trailer hits 
subway entrance 

lyW NEW YORK — A Iran¬ 
is 1 tor-trailer separated 
from the truck cab it was attached 
to and hit the entrance to a sub¬ 
way station. No one was injured. 

The New York Police Depart¬ 
ment said the accident happened 
Monday at the entrance for the F 
and M trains on Sixth Avenue and 
23rd Street in Manhattan. 

The impact ended with the trail¬ 
er diagonal across multiple street 
lanes. One part of the trailer had 
gone up on the curb and into the 
subway entrance structure. 

8 teenagers arrested 
after port car thefts 

1^ P NEW CASTLE — Del¬ 
ft^ b aware State Police said 
eight Pennsylvania teenagers 
were arrested in connection with 
the theft of cars from two compa¬ 
nies at the Port of Wilmington. 

The News Journal of Wilm¬ 
ington reported that police said 
the cars were stolen from Trans 
Cargo and Auto Port Inc. 

The Port of Wilmington said 
Trans Cargo ships more than 
100,000 specially built cars and 
trucks to the Middle East, Af¬ 
rica and the Mediterranean each 
year. It works with AutoPort Inc., 
which modifies the vehicles. 

The teens range in age from 15 
to 18. Six are from Philadelphia. 

Police allege the teens are tied 
to nine incidents dating to Oct. 31, 
2018. 

Report: Lava didn’t 
harm sea turtles 

m HILO — A survey con¬ 
ducted by a Hawaii wild¬ 
life conservation group found the 
Kilauea volcano eruption did not 
critically damage sea turtle pop¬ 
ulations on the Big Island. 

The Hawaii Tribune-Herald 
reported the Hawaii Wildlife 
Fund concluded this month that 
lava did not harm turtle popula¬ 
tions despite the persistence of 
unsubstantiated claims warning 
of turtle deaths during the erup¬ 
tion that began in May. 

The wildlife organization con¬ 
ducted two helicopter flights 
above the lava-impacted coast¬ 
line, observing 50 live turtles and 
other sea life. 


The organization’s education 
coordinator, Kallie Barnes, said 
turtle experts consulted for the 
survey agreed that sea turtles 
were likely able to escape lava en 
masse. 

Ski area road closed 
twice during storm 

JAY — Vermont State 
W I Police said a road to 
a Vermont ski resort had to be 
closed twice during a recent 
snowstorm for vehicles unable to 
make it up the hill. 

Police said Sunday an accident 
was reported on Vermont Route 
242 leading to the Jay Peak ski 
area, with one vehicle in a snow 
bank. Authorities said there 
were 47 vehicles that were un¬ 
able to make it up the hill to the 
resort and were blocking traffic. 
The road was closed for about an 
hour. 

Police said the road was closed 
again later in the morning after 
two tour buses got stuck trying to 
go up the hill. 


3 vehicles go through 
ice on lake; no injuries 

H/l ly MANKATO — Three 
1*11* vehicles went through 
the ice the same day on Madi¬ 
son Lake in Blue Earth County, 
prompting a fresh warning about 
the dangers of driving on Minne¬ 
sota’s lakes. 

A total of 10 people were in the 
vehicles. They all escaped un¬ 
harmed Saturday. 

Authorities contacted local 
businesses and put up extra signs 
near the landings where the vehi¬ 
cles broke through to spread the 
word about the danger. 

Firefighters free horse 
trapped in swamp 

m NORTH SMITHFIELD 
— It was an unusual res¬ 
cue effort for some Rhode Island 
firefighters after a horse became 
stuck in a muddy swamp. 

Authorities in North Smith- 
field said the horse, named Fiona, 


ran off from the Phoenix Rising 
Horse Farm on Saturday after 
being startled by something and 
wound up in the swamp. 

WPRI-TV reported that work¬ 
ers at the farm were able to coax 
Fiona back closer to dry land, but 
as they did the horse got stuck in 
the mud and began to sink. 

Firefighters responded and 
tied a section of a fire hose to the 
horse’s midsection. They then 
used an excavator to hoist the 
animal out of the mud and get it 
to safety. 

Man arrested in 
theft of mail truck 

A FRESNO — Authorities 

in central California 
said a man is accused of steahng a 
mail truck after allegedly crashing 
the vehicle and then breaking into 
a business while trying to hide. 

Police said officers were dis¬ 
patched Saturday afternoon 
following reports of a crash in¬ 
volving a post 

The Fresno Bee reported a 


suspect smashed the window of 
a nearby business and hid inside. 
Officers arrested the man, who 
was not identified. 

Mural by students 
uncovered in remodel 

created by students in 
Kenai more than four decades 
ago was discovered by construc¬ 
tion crews working on a remodel 
of the airport. 

The Peninsula Clarion report¬ 
ed the mural was designed and 
painted in the spring of 1977 by 
Kenai Central High School stu¬ 
dents from an advanced art class. 

It was found last week by work¬ 
ers at Kenai Municipal Airport. 
An airport expansion project in 
the 1980s had led to the artwork 
being covered with metal panels. 

The mural depicts local icons, 
including the Russian Orthodox 
Church and a fishing net with 
crab. 

From wire reports 
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An Oscars season of firsts 

From recognizing Netflix to Spike Lee to a superhero movie, 
Academy Award nominations bestow favor in new directions 


By Jake Coyle 
Associated Press 

Oscar voters on Tuesday showered Al¬ 
fonso Cuaron’s “Roma” and Yorgos Lan- 
thimos’ “The Favourite” with a leading 10 
nominations to the 91st Academy Awards, 
while two dominant but contentious Holly¬ 
wood forces — Netflix and Marvel — each 
scored their first best picture nomination. 

Though many expected “A Star Is Born,” 
Bradley Cooper’s tear-inducing revival of 
one of Hollywood’s most oft-remade show- 
business myths, to top the nominations. 
Cooper was surprisingly overlooked as 
director and the academy instead put its 
fullest support behind a pair of indies by 
international directors. 

With the black-and-white, Spanish-lan- 
guage “Roma,” Netflix 
scored its first best 
picture nomination, 
a prize the stream¬ 
ing giant has dearly 
sought. Marvel, 
too, joined the club 
with Ryan Coogler’s 
“Black Panther,” 

the first superhero 
movie nominated for 
best picture. 

Cuaron tied the re¬ 
cord for most deco¬ 




rated Oscar nominee ever for one film 
with four individual nods for “Roma,” his 
deeply personal exhumation of his Mexico 
City childhood. Cuaron was nominated 
for direction, cinematography, original 
screenplay and best picture. 

Just as rewarded Tuesday was Lanthi- 
mos’ period romp, which resounded most 
in the acting categories thanks to its trio 
of actresses: Olivia Colman in the best 
actress category, and Rachel Weisz and 
Emma Stone in supporting. 

Along with “Roma” and “The Favourite,” 
the eight nominees for best picture were: 
Peter Farrelly’s interracial road trip tale 
“Green Book,” Ryan Coogler’s superhero 
sensation “Black Panther,” Spike Lee’s 
white supremacist evisceration “BlacK- 
kKlansman,” the Freddie Mercury biopic 
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” Adam McKay’s 
highly critical Dick Cheney biopic “Vice” 
and “A Star Is Born,” which still landed 
eight nominations, including best actress 
for Lady Gaga and best supporting actor 
for Sam Elliott. 

“Black Panther,” the year’s biggest do¬ 
mestic box-office hit and a bona fide cul¬ 
tural event, finally cracked the category 
long kryptonite to superheroes. Despite the 
overwhelming popularity of comic book 
movies, they had previously been shunned 
from Hollywood’s top 

__ honor. After “The 

Dark Knight” was 
snubbed in 2009, 
the academy ex¬ 
panded the best 
picture cate¬ 
gory from five 
o up to 10 
nominees. 
“Black 
Panther” 
was re¬ 
warded 
with 
seven 


There has likewise been resistance 
among some academy members to award¬ 
ing Netflix films since the company typi¬ 
cally bypasses movie theaters. Steven 
Spielberg has said Netflix films are more 
like TV movies and deserve an Emmy, 
not an Oscar. Netflix altered its policy for 

— - “Roma” and the Coen 

brothers’ “The Ballad of 
Buster Scruggs” (which 
earned three unexpect- 
ed nods), premiering 
them first in theaters 
before debuting them on 
Netflix. 

Thirty years after 
Cuaron landing a writing nod 

for 1989’s Do the Right 
Thing,” Spike Lee was 
nominated for his first 
directing Oscar for his 
“BlacKkKlansman.”The 
other directing nomi¬ 
nees were Lanthimos, 
Cuaron, Pawel Paw- 
likowski (“Cold War”) 
l_gg and McKay (“Vice”) — a 

field that, a year after 
continued focus on gender inequality in 
Hollywood, included no female directors. 
Some had campaigned for Debra Granik 
(“Leave No Trace”) or Chloe Zhao (“The 
Rider”) to become the sixth woman ever 
nominated for best director. The acting 
categories played out largely as expected 
with a few notable differences. Along with 
Lady Gaga and Colman, the best actress 
nominees are Yalitza Aparicio (“Roma”), 
Glenn Close (“The Wife”) and Melissa Mc¬ 
Carthy (“Can You Ever Forgive Me?”). 

In best actor, the expected front run¬ 
ner Christian Bale was nominated for his 
transformation into Cheney in “Vice” (his 
fourth Oscar nod), along with Cooper, Wil¬ 
lem Dafoe (“At Eternity’s Gate”), Rami 
Malek (“Bohemian Rhapsody”) and Viggo 
Mortensen (“Green Book”). 

■ More about the Academy Award nominations 
and reviews of the films up for best picture 
at stripes.com/go/oscars 




Warner Bros./AP 


Bradley Cooper: In for the best actor 
category for “A Star Is Born,” but left 
out for best director consideration. 

Surprises and snubs 

Every Oscar nominations list has its 
share of surprise mentions and snubbed 
contenders. From the mysteriously over¬ 
looked documentary “Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor” to the unexpected recogni¬ 
tion for Netflix’s “The Ballad of Buster 
Scruggs,” here are the top surprises and 
snubs for 2019: 

Snub: Directors Guild of Americanom- 
inees Bradley Cooper (“A Star Is Born”) 
and Peter Farrelly (“Green Book”) left 
out in the directing category 
Surprise: Pawel Palikowski, “Cold 
War,” included in directing 
Snub: Documentary hits “Won’t You 
Be My Neighbor” and “Three Identical 
Strangers” 

Surprise: Supporting actress Marina 
de Tavira, “Roma” 

Snub: Supporting actor Timothee 
Chalamet, “Beautiful Boy” 

Surprise: Lead actor Willem Dafoe, 
“At Eternity’s Gate” 

Surprise: Costume designer Mary Zo- 
phres, “The Ballad of Buster Scruggs” 
Surprise: Cinematographer Caleb 
Deschanel, “Never Look Away” 

Snub: Composer Justin Hurwitz, 
“First Man” 

Surprise: Writer Paul Schrader, “First 
Reformed,” earns his first Oscar nomi¬ 
nation. (Possibly at the expense of fellow 
A24 release “Eighth Grade,” which was 
nominated for original screenplay at the 
Writers Guild of America) 

Snub: Adapted screenplay Ryan 
Coogler and Joe Robert Cole, “Black 
Panther” 

Snub: Barry Jenkins’ “If Beale Street 
Could Talk” was the biggest favorite left 
off the eight-film best picture list. 

From The Los Angeles Times 


Academy Awards nominations iist 


Best picture 

“Black Panther” 

“BlacKkKIansman” 

“Bohemian Rhapsody” 

“The Favourite” 

“Green Book” 

“Roma” 

“A Star Is Born” 

“Vice” 

Best director 

Alfonso Cuaron, “Roma” 

Spike Lee, “BlacKkKIansman” 

Pawel Pawlikowski, “Cold War” 

Yorgos Lanthimos, “The Favourite” 

Adam McKay, “Vice” 

Best actor 

Christian Bale, “Vice” 

Bradley Cooper, “A Star Is Born” 

Rami Malek, “Bohemian Rhapsody” 

Viggo Mortensen, “Green Book” 

Willem Dafoe, “At Eternity’s Gate” 

Best actress 
Yalitza Aparicio, “Roma” 

Glenn Close, “The Wife” 

Olivia Colman, “The Favourite” 

Lady Gaga, “A Star Is Born” 

Melissa McCarthy, “Can You Ever Forgive Me?” 
Best supporting actor 
Mahershala Ali, “Green Book” 

Sam Elliott, “A Star Is Born” 

Adam Driver, “BlacKkKIansman” 

Richard E. Grant, “Can You Ever Forgive Me?” 
Sam Rockwell, “Vice” 


Best supporting actress 

Amy Adams, “Vice” 

Marina de Tavira, “Roma” 

Regina King, “If Beale Street Could Talk” 

Emma Stone, “The Eavourite” 

Rachel Weisz, “The Eavourite” 

Original Song 

“When A Cowboy Trades His Spurs For Wings” 
from “The Ballad of Buster Scruggs” 

“All The Stars” from “Black Panther” 

“I'll Fight” from “RBG” 

“The Place Where Lost Things Go” from “Mary 
Poppins Returns” 

“Shallow” from “A Star Is Born” 

Original Score 

“Black Panther,” Ludwig Goransson 
“BlacKkKIansman,” Terence Blanchard 
“If Beale Street Could Talk,” Nicholas Britell 
“Isle of Dogs,” Alexandre Desplat 
“Mary Poppins Returns,” Marc Shaiman 
Foreign language film 
Germany’s “Never Look Away” 

Japan’s “Shoplifters” 

Lebanon’s “Capernaum” 

Mexico’s “Roma” 

Poland’s “Cold War” 

Documentary feature 
“Free Solo” 

“Hale County This Morning, This Evening” 
“Minding the Gap” 

“Of Eathers and Sons” 

“RBG” 


Documentary short subject 

“Black Sheep” 

“End Game” 

“Lifeboat” 

“A Night at The Garden” 

“Period. End of Sentence.” 

Adapted screenplay 

“The Ballad of Buster Scruggs,” Joel Coen and 
Ethan Coen 

“BlacKkKIansman,” Charlie Wachtel, David 
Rabinowitz, Kevin Willmott and Spike Lee 
“Can You Ever Forgive Me?,” Nicole Holofcener 
and Jeff Whitty 

“If Beale Street Could Talk,” Barry Jenkins 
“A Star Is Born,” Eric Roth, Bradley Cooper and 
Will Fetters 

Original screenplay 

“The Favourite,” Deborah Davis and Tony 
McNamara 

“First Reformed,” Paul Schrader 

“Green Book,” Nick Vallelonga, Brian Currie 

and Peter Farrelly 

“Roma,” Alfonso Cuaron 

“Vice,” Adam McKay 

Film Editing 

“BlacKkKIansman,” Barry Alexander Brown 
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” John Ottman 
“The Favourite,” Yorgos Mavropsaridis 
“Green Book,” Patrick J. Don Vito 
“Vice,” Hank Corwin 


Sound Editing 

“Black Panther” 

“Bohemian Rhapsody” 

“First Man” 

“A Quiet Place” 

“Roma” 

Sound Mixing 
“Black Panther” 

“Bohemian Rhapsody” 

“First Man” 

“Roma” 

“A Star Is Born” 

Visual effects 
“Avengers: Infinity War” 

“Christopher Robin” 

“First Man” 

“Ready Player One” 

“Solo: A Star Wars Story” 

Makeup and hairstyling 
“Border” 

“Mary Queen of Scots” 

“Vice” 

Costume design 

“The Ballad of Buster Scruggs,” Mary Zophres 
“Black Panther,” Ruth Carter 
“The Favourite,” Sandy Powell 
“Mary Poppins Returns,” Sandy Powell 
“Mary Queen of Scots,” Alexandra Byrne 


Production design 

“Black Panther” 

“The Favourite” 

“First Man” 

“Mary Poppins Returns” 

Cinematography 

Lukasz Zal, “Cold War” 

Robbie Ryan, “The Favourite” 

Caleb Deschanel, “Never Look Away” 
Alfonso Cuaron, “Roma” 

Matthew Libatique, “A Star Is Bom” 
Best animated film 
“Incredibles 2” 

“Isle of Dogs” 

“Ralph Breaks the Internet” 
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” 
Animated short film 
“Animal Behavior” 

“Bad” 

“Late Afternoon” 

“One Small Step” 

“Weekends” 

Live Action short film 

“Detainment” 

“Marguerite” 

“Mother” 

“Skin” 

From The Associated Press 
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Boeing introduces high-tech quality controls 


By Dominic Gates 
The Seattle Times 

EVERETT, Wash. — Boeing 
mechanic Ken Zabel is using a 
handy new tool that halves the 
work involved in one intricate 
job where the wing and fuselage 
of a 787 Dreamliner are joined 
together. Boeing says the device 
is so accurate it also cuts out the 
need for a quality inspection. 

That elimination of a check 
for defects is part of a sweeping 
transformation of Boeing’s qual¬ 
ity system that’s now being imple¬ 
mented throughout its production 
lines. 

The ambitious revamp includes 
changing the design of parts to 
make them easier to build right, 
adjusting the sequence of work to 
make assembly simpler, and add¬ 
ing tools and automation to ease 
the jobs of the mechanics. 

But one element of what Boe¬ 
ing is calling its “Quality Trans¬ 
formation” has unnerved the 
machinists’ union and current 
quality inspectors: The company 
told the union last month it will 
eliminate thousands of quality 
checks as no longer necessary. 

Boeing said it will cut about 
450 quality-inspector positions 
this year and, potentially, a simi¬ 
lar number in 2020. 

In the Puget Sound region. 


there are just over 3,000 Boeing 
Quality Inspectors, who typically 
work as a second set of eyes. For 
each of the tens of thousands of 
jobs that go into assembling an 
airplane, they formally sign off 
that it has been completed and 
done right. By the end of next 
year, Boeing’s plan would bring 
that down to not many more than 
2,000 people. 

Nevertheless, the company 
insists the overall changes will 
improve quality and reduce the 
need for rework. 

“This is a shift in thinking,” 
said Ernesto Gonzalez-Beltran, 
vice president of quality, before 
a production-line tour at the Ev¬ 
erett, Wash., jet-assembly plant. 
“It will take some time, but we 
believe it will make our quality 
better. The initial outcomes are 
very reassuring that we are on 
the right path.” 

Quality inspectors check wir¬ 
ing connections. They check the 
dimensions of holes that must 
be precisely drilled in metal or 
composite parts. They check 
the torque applied to a nut. They 
check that components are made 
from materials that meet Boeing 
specifications. 

Before any part of an airplane 
is closed up, say by putting down 
floor panels or adding sidewall 


insulation blankets, they check 
that the area is free of debris. 

Also, in accordance with Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration re¬ 
quirements, they record every 
check as part 


of an im¬ 
mense regu¬ 
latory system 
designed to 
document 
the safety of 
every plane 
that Boeing 
rolls out. 

Boeing en¬ 
visions a new, 
streamlined 
production 
system that 
builds every 
component 
and performs 
every task 
vice president of de¬ 

quality at Boeing 

the get-go 
— “built right 
the first time” — so there’s no 
need for every last detail to be in¬ 
spected afterward. 

The model is the high-volume 
auto-manufacturing industry, 
and at Boeing, the transformation 
is spearheaded by former auto 
executive Gonzalez-Beltran. He 
joined Boeing Commercial Air¬ 
planes just over 18 months ago 


This is 
a shift in 
thinking. 

It wiii take 
some 
time, but 
we beiieve 
it wiii 
make our 
quaiity 
better. ^ 

Ernesto 
Gonzalez- 
Beltran ' 


and has quickly accelerated im¬ 
plementation of the new plan. 

Born in Mexico, Gonzalez-Bel¬ 
tran worked there as well as in 
the U.S. and Brazil for Ford Motor 
Co., spending more than 32 years 
in the auto industry. 

Working for Toyota in Califor¬ 
nia, he saw how streamlining, sim¬ 
plifying and standardizing final 
assembly work revolutionized effi¬ 
ciency and quality there and, later, 
at other auto manufacturers. 

“I see the future because I have 
seen it in the auto industry,” he 
said. 

For Jon Holden, District 751 
president at the International As¬ 
sociation of Machinists, or lAM, 
the central concern is job losses. 

“They’ve notified us they are 
trying to eliminate thousands of 
inspection processes,” Holden 
said in an interview. “That will 
eliminate jobs.” 

The union and Boeing are now 
in formal negotiations on the 
impact of the changes, and the 
company won’t disclose specifics. 
But Gonzalez-Beltran insisted 
the worry about job losses is mis¬ 
placed because Boeing is increas¬ 
ing production rates and hiring 
people. 

“We’re actually bringing more 
people in,” he said. “We are not 
right now in any way, shape or 
form foreseeing any reduction. 


Starbucks rolls out delivery service for coffee drinkers 


Associated Press 

Starbucks is expanding its de¬ 
livery service and aims to offer 
it at nearly one-fourth of its U.S. 
company-operated coffee shops. 
The company said it launched 


the service Tuesday in San Fran¬ 
cisco and will expand to some 
stores in New York, Boston, 
Washington, Chicago and Los 
Angeles in coming weeks. 

It tested the idea in 200 Miami 
stores last fall. 


Starbucks says 95 percent of 
its core menu will be available 
for order using the Uber Eats 
mobile app. There will be a $2.49 
booking fee. 

In December, company ex¬ 
ecutives laid out plans to expand 


deliveries in the U.S. and China 
this year. Executives say deliv¬ 
ery works best in dense urban 
areas where Uber Eats’ delivery 
fees are lower because of high 
demand and customers spend 
more than they do in stores. 


I don’t foresee any loss of jobs 
because of this at Boeing.” He 
said displaced inspectors will be 
moved to other work. 

Still, Holden said that if Boe¬ 
ing cuts up to 900 positions over 
two years, that’s a lot of people for 
whom work will have to be found 
elsewhere. 

“We do have great concern that 
this will lead to layoffs,” he said. 

The lAM held meetings of its 
members last month, declaring, 
“It’s not OK to cut QA (Quality 
Assurance).” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 23).$1.1652 

Dollar buys (Jan. 23).€0.8582 

British pound (Jan. 23).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Jan. 23).107.00 

South Korean won (Jan. 23).1,101.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2930 

Canada (Dollar).1.3341 

China (Yuan) 6 8078 

Denmark (Krone).6.5753 

Egypt (Pound).17.9146 

Euro.$1.1356/0.8806 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8465 

Hungary (Forint).280.15 

Israel (Shekel) 3 6900 

Japan (Yen) 109 41 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3034 

Norway (Krone).8.5920 

Philippines (Peso).52.80 

Poland (Zloty) 3 77 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7504 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3608 

South Korea (Won).1,130.37 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9981 

Thailand (Baht).31.81 

Turkey (Lira).5.3423 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.35 

30-year bond.3.09 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Opioids clampdown hurting pain patients 
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By Kate M. Nicholson 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

I n the summer of 1994, I was work¬ 
ing at my desk at the Department 
of Justice when my back started to 
burn. Moments later, my body seized 
up and I fell to the floor. Suddenly, at age 
30, I was no longer able to sit or stand. I 
could barely walk short distances. These 
limitations, related to a surgical mishap, 
would continue for almost 20 years. 

After dozens of failed treatments, I reluc¬ 
tantly tried prescription opioids. The pain 
medication enabled me to work despite my 
condition. I argued cases in federal court 
from a foldable reclining chair, negotiated 
settlements by video teleconference and, 
working remotely, managed litigation in 
U.S. attorney’s offices across the country. 

When medical advancements led to an 
improvement of my health, I went off opi¬ 
oids without incident. 

I was, as it turns out, incredibly lucky. 
A report released last month by Human 
Rights Watch paints a cautionary and at 
times harrowing picture of what pain pa¬ 
tients are experiencing today. 

Because of well-intended efforts to ad¬ 
dress the overdose crisis, many doctors 
are severely limiting opioid prescriptions. 
Patients who rely on opioid analgesics are 
being forcibly weaned off the medication 
or seeing their prescriptions significantly 
reduced. Other patients are unable to find 
doctors willing to treat them at all. 

One such patient, Maria Higginbotham, 
has had more than a dozen surgeries to 
correct the collapse of her spine. She suf¬ 
fers from a painful condition in which 
the spinal cord fuses with adjacent mem¬ 
branes. Last year, her physician cut her 
pain medication by 75 percent, explaining 
that the reduction was to comply with fed¬ 
eral guidelines. 


By Gary Abernathy 
Special to The Washington Post 

HILLSBORO, Ohio 
ews outlets across all platforms 
have spent the past few days be¬ 
moaning the fact that the discred¬ 
ited BuzzFeed “scoop” alleging 
that President Donald Trump directed his 
former personal lawyer, Michael Cohen, 
to lie to Congress is being used by Trump 
and his allies to once again attack the cred¬ 
ibility of the media at large. But what other 
response could there be? 

Few consumers learned of the BuzzFeed 
story from BuzzFeed itself Instead, they 
heard or read about it from virtually every 
other outlet — many of which used the 
launching pad of “if true” to engage in hour 
upon hour and story upon story of specula¬ 
tion about what such a development would 
mean, with many sentences ending with 
“impeachment.” 

The reporters who wrote the BuzzFeed 
story had enough history and credibility 
that their “bombshell” certainly should not 
have been ignored. But BuzzFeed is neither 
The Washington Post nor The New York 
Times, and its report relied on just two un¬ 
named sources. Until other news organiza¬ 
tions could verify the story, it deserved a 
brief mention on cable news at the top of 
the hour instead of the breathless analysis 
and speculation that it received. Using the 
caveat “if true” did not justify the runaway 
train that careened down the pseudo-jour¬ 
nalism track. 

Good reporters are essential for good 
journalism, but they are only one part of 
the equation. Good editors — plural — and 
adherence to entrenched journalistic 
standards are just as crucial. I doubt that 


In the past, Higginbotham could func¬ 
tion. Now she needs assistance just to get 
out of bed and go to the toilet. 

The federal guidelines Higginbotham’s 
doctor cited were issued in 2016 by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention. They were intended as nonman¬ 
datory recommendations for primary care 
physicians. 

Increasingly, the guidelines are treated 
not as recommendations but as one-size- 
fits-all mandates. They are being misap¬ 
plied by physicians, state legislatures, 
insurers and Medicaid programs. 

Some physicians told Human Rights 
Watch researchers that they had taken 
patients off opioids, or reduced patients’ 
prescriptions, against their better clinical 
judgment. 

“You set yourself up for a liability, even 
when you know they’re not addicted and 
they’re benefiting from opioids,” one phy¬ 
sician said. 

Other doctors said they had stopped 
treating pain patients altogether—even pa¬ 
tients who don’t use prescription opioids. 

It’s true that opioids were prescribed 
liberally in recent decades. Doctors began 
doing that in the 1990s. There were some 
bad actors, such as “pill mills” and way¬ 
ward pharmacies. Opioid medication too 
often fell into the wrong hands. 

Moreover, opioids are not the magic bul¬ 
let we once believed them to be. The evi¬ 
dence about their efficacy across a broad 
population is limited. Even when their use 
is appropriate, opioids carry risks, and the 
risks increase at higher doses. The CDC 
was right to encourage judicious, respon¬ 
sible prescribing. 

But chronic pain is a large umbrella 
category, encompassing a wide range of 
injuries and diseases, some of which are 
incurable. A one-size-fits-all approach to 
treatment does not work. 


BuzzFeed and many other similar online 
outlets are able to employ the same level 
of editorial filters as The Post, The Times 
or other legacy outlets, either print or tele¬ 
vision. The solid Watergate journalism of 
Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein was 
made great by editors such as Ben Bra- 
dlee putting the brakes on the zeal of their 
young and eager reporters, making sure 
they had what they thought they had before 
the presses rolled. 

Even after special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler’s office issued its extraordinary rebuke 
of the BuzzFeed allegations, some outlets 
attempted to defend their endless recy¬ 
cling of the story. MSNBC ran a banner 
claiming that Mueller had disputed “part” 
of the story. But in follow-up reporting. 
The Post made clear that Mueller had done 
more. Referring to virtually all the explo¬ 
sive claims made by BuzzFeed, The Post 
reported on Friday that “Mueller’s denial, 
according to people familiar with the mat¬ 
ter, aims to make clear that none of those 
statements in the story are accurate.” An¬ 
other Post follow-up described how, prior 
to BuzzFeed’s publication of the story, the 
special counsel’s office provided BuzzFeed 
reporter Jason Leopold with a partial tran¬ 
script of Cohen’s plea hearing in an effort to 
clarify that Cohen had not accused Trump 
of ordering him to lie. Leopold apparently 
did not comprehend what Mueller’s office 
was trying to tell him. 

Too often. Trump delights in the mis¬ 
steps of the media, but, just as often, the 
media accommodates him. The BuzzFeed 
debacle offers an opportunity for the kind 
of self-reflection and recalibration that 
has long been needed in the age of Trump 
— more dedication to fairness and less 


The recent clampdown has had harmful 
consequences. Some patients told research¬ 
ers that they were forced to quit working or 
go on disability when their medication was 
denied. Others are now homebound. Many 
mentioned the possibility of suicide. 

Patients also said that they were turn¬ 
ing to alcohol or illegal substances to treat 
their pain. 

What began as an effort to protect pa¬ 
tients may be morphing into one that is 
harming them. The CDC’s National Cen¬ 
ter for Health Statistics estimates that 50 
million Americans have pain every day 
and nearly 20 million have pain that limits 
m^or life activities. If the experiences that 
patients described to Human Rights Watch 
are common, the harm to patients could be 
widespread. 

The CDC’s own data show that fatal 
overdoses are driven largely by illegally 
produced fentanyl, its analogs and heroin, 
not by medically prescribed opioids. 

For all these reasons, the CDC should ad¬ 
dress the misapplication of its guidelines, 
as the American Medical Association re¬ 
cently did. The agency needs to revise its 
guidelines to recommend that physicians 
not abandon pain patients or engage in 
“forced tapering.” 

The CDC should also study and address 
any unintended consequences of its 2016 
guidelines, as it promised to do. 

Tackling the overdose crisis is a vital 
public policy goal. But chronic pain pa¬ 
tients should not become casualties in that 
fight. 

Kate M. Nicholson is a civil rights and heaith 
policy attorney. She served for 20 years in the 
Justice Department’s civil rights division, where 
she drafted current regulations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. She gave a TEDx 
talk about chronic pain, “What We Lose When We 
Undertreat Pain.” 


haphazard, thinly sourced reporting that 
seems to hope for the worst. 

If the BuzzFeed episode does not provide 
a watershed moment in curtailing journal¬ 
istic irresponsibility across the board in 
all things Trump, it is difficult to imagine 
what would. ABC’s Jonathan Karl recently 
cautioned, through his own investigation, 
that the Mueller report is “almost certain 
to be anticlimactic.” That’s not what many 
in the media want to consider. But what if 
he’s right? 

Thomas Jefferson famously wrote, 
“Were it left to me to decide whether we 
should have a government without newspa¬ 
pers, or newspapers without a government, 
I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the 
latter.” The biggest danger to Jefferson’s 
preference is not Donald Trump. It is the 
self-destructive habits of modern journal¬ 
ism itself That it is better to be right than 
to be first is a concept that, in the internet 
age, seems as quaint as Jefferson’s quill 
pen. 

Jefferson could not have conceived of 
a BuzzFeed and the infinite landscape of 
constantly updated digital platforms, or 
the 24-hour cable news cycle. But all who 
aspire to be part of the Fourth Estate, by 
whatever platform their product is deliv¬ 
ered, should cherish — cherish — the re¬ 
sponsibility it entails. That means fairness 
over bias, caution over immediacy and 
trustworthiness over clickbait. It means 
slowing down and getting it right — some¬ 
thing completely at odds with the age in 
which we live but essential to regaining the 
public’s trust. 

Gary Abernathy, a contributing columnist for The 
Washington Post, is a freelance writer and former 
newspaper editor based in Hillsboro, Ohio. 


BuzzFeed and journalism’s self-destructive habits 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Green shade 
5 Police officer 
8 Achy 

12 Last writes? 

13 Coach 
Parseghian 

14 Bard’s river 

15 Besides 

17 Hatchling’s home 

18 Bagel choice 

19 Aquarium 
favorites 

21 Weir 

22 Mediocre 

23 Fan’s cry 

26 ‘60s war zone 
28 Entrap 
31 Coup d’ — 

33 “The Voice” 
network 

35 “My Way” 
composer 

36 Event location 
38 “Eureka!” 

40 Speck 

41 Zwei follower 
43 Literary rep 
45 Move fast 
47 Wiped out 

51 Teen fave 

52 Oliver Twist’s 
request 

54 Margarita 
garnish 

55 Leading lady? 


56 Buffalo’s lake 

57 “A Room of 
— Own” 

58 Sailor 

59 Grit 

DOWN 

1 May honorees 

2 Bassoon’s kin 

3 Round Table 
titles 

4 Lieu 

5 Neanderthal 

6 Raw mineral 

7 Medicare section 

8 “Evil Ways” band 

9 Type of volleyball 
serve 

10 Activist Parks 

11 Tolkien creatures 
16 Muscat’s land 
20 Overhead trains 


23 Speed (up) 

24 Devoured 

25 Good-looking 
27 CEO’s deg. 

29 “Top Hat” studio 

30 Chow down 
32 Swimming 

reptiles 

34 Smooth talker 
37 Shoe width 
39 Malaria symptom 
42 Map within 
a map 

44 London 
newspaper 

45 Hawaiian city 

46 Tennis score 

48 Asta’s feeder 

49 Ireland 

50 Monopoly 
card 

53 Eggs 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


TJRB CJR WRMWAR X H B M G R F 
JXO CTM IMNNDBFO, CJR 
AXLXF NMBDGIJ HDLR CJRN 


CJR CJXGF FRIGRR. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: CLOTHING ENSEMBLES 
SO GOOFY-LOOKING THAT THEY MAKE 
PASSERSBY CRACK UP: APPAREL OF LAUGHS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals T 
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Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 i Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


^H&R BLOCKS 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

i&a 1 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 
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Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


ClassifledsI 



































































Page 24 


mmumaWM 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Wednesday, January 23,2019 



Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 5 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday, Jan. 6 

L.A. Chargers 23, Baltimore 17 
Philadeipnia 16, Chicago 15 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 12 

Kansas City 31, Indianapolis 13 
L.A. Rams 30, Dallas 22 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

New England 41, L.A. Chargers 28 
New Orleans 20, Philadelphia 14 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
NFC 

L.A. Rams 26, New Orleans 23, OT 

AFC 

New England 37, Kansas City 31, OT 

Pro Bowi 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Driando, Fia. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowi 
Sunday, Feb. 3 
At Atianta 

New England vs. L.A. Rams 


College football 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Deals 


Pro baseball 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. IS 
Celebration Bowi 
At Atianta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowi 
Driando, Fia. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowi 
Albuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michigan 21 

New Orleans Bowl 

Appalachian State 45, Middle Tennes¬ 
see 13 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
UAB 37, North Illinois 13 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Marshall 38, South Florida 20 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 

FlU 35, Toledo 32 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 70, Houston 14 

Dollar General Bowl 


Free agents 

NEW YORK — The 111 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (3) — q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; 
Brandon Phillips, 2b; Drew Pomeranz, 
Ihp. 

CHICAGO (3) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; James Shields, 

CLEVELAND (5) - Melky Cabrera; of; 
Brandon Guyer, of; Oliver Perez, Ihp; 
Adam Rosales, inf; Josh Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (5) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Tony Sipp, 
Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (2) - Adeiny Hechavarria, 
ss; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND (4) — Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp. 

SEATTLE (6) — Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Zach Duke, Ihp; Cameron Maybin, of; 
Andrew Romine, inf-of; Denard Span, of; 
Adam Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (6) — Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Bartolo Colon, rhp; Doug 
Fister, rhp; Yovani Gallardo, rhp; c; Mar¬ 
tin Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (6) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Jake Diekman, Ihp; 
q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris Stewart, c; Brad 
Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (7) — Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c. 

CHICAGO (4) - Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Bobby Wilson, c; Jus¬ 
tin Wilson, Ihp; 

COLORADO (5) — Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; Adam 
Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (4) - John Axford, rhp; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (4) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Wade Miley, Ihp; 
Mike Moustakas, 3b. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (3) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp. 
PITTSBURGH (1) - Josh Harrison, 2b. 
ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Nick Hundley, c; Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Greg Holland, 
rhp; Mark Reynolds, lb; Matt Wieters, c. 


Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3), ccd. 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Minnesota 24, Georgia Tech 10 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

TCU 10, California 7, OT 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Duke 56, Temple 27 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Wisconsin 35, Miami 3 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor 45, Vanderbilt 38 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Auburn 63, Purdue 14 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Syracuse 34, West Virginia 18 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Washington State 28, Iowa State 26 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 


Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Virginia 28, South Carolina 0 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Nevada 16, Arkansas State 13, OT 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, (llemson 30, Notre Dame 3 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Alabama 45, Oklahoma 34 
Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati 35, Virginia Tech 31 
Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 
Stanford 14, Pittsburgh 13 
Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Oregon 7, Michigan State 6 
Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Oklahoma State 38, Missouri 33 
Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern 31, Utah 20 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Texas A&M 52, NC State 13 
Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Iowa 27, Mississippi State 22 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky 27, Penn State 24 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU 40, UCF 32 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Ohio State 28, Washington 23 
Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 
Texas 28, Georgia 21 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Ciemson 44, Aiabama 16 

East-West Shrine Classic 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

West 21, East 17 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American 10, National 7 
Senior Bowl 
Saturday, Jan. 26 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men's coliege basketbaii poll, with 
first-piace votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 20, totai points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Tennessee (48) 16-1 1,575 3 

2. Duke (11) 15-2 1,520 1 

3. Virginia (3) 16-1 1,451 4 

4. Gonzaga 18-2 1,374 5 

5. Michigan 17-1 1,363 2 

6. Michigan St. (2) 16-2 1,355 6 

7. Nevada 18-1 1,143 10 

8. Kentucky 14-3 1,087 12 

9. Kansas 15-3 1,060 7 

10. Virginia Tech 15-2 1,007 9 

11. North Caroiina 14-4 895 13 

12. Marquette 16-3 861 15 

13. Maryiand 16-3 751 19 

14. Texas Tech 15-3 743 8 

14. Buffalo 17-1 743 16 

16. Auburn 13-4 627 14 

17. Houston 18-1 544 21 

18. Villanova 14-4 450 22 

19. Iowa 16-3 332 23 

20. Mississippi 14-3 291 18 

21. NC State 15-3 282 17 

22. Mississippi St. 14-3 266 24 

23. Louisvilie 13-5 230 - 


24. I( 


156 


25. LSU 14-3 154 - 

Others receiving votes: Fiorida St. 139, 
Purdue 111, Kansas St 91, Nebraska 66, 
Wisconsin 64, Okiahoma 16, Syracuse 13, 
Washington 11, Murray St. 9, Cincinnati 6, 
Wofford 5, Saint Louis 3, San Francisco 2, 
Fiorida 2, TCU 1, Hofstra 1. 

USA Today Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 20, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

16-1 798 3 

15- 2 746 2 

16- 1 720 1 

18-2 693 5 

16-2 682 6 

17- 1 666 4 

18- 1 561 10 

15-2 520 7 

14- 3 502 14 

15- 3 489 8 

16- 3 441 13 

14- 4 403 15 

15- 3 384 9 

17- 1 335 17 

13- 4 331 12 

16- 3 317 22 

18- 1 314 17 

14- 4 231 21 

15- 3 194 16 

14-3 189 20 

16- 3 180 24 

14-3 147 23 
13-5 90 11 

13-5 85 - 


1. Tennessee (30) 

2. Duke (2) 

3. Virginia 

4. Gonzaga 

5. Michigan State 

6. Michigan 

7. Nevada 

8. Virginia Tech 

9. Kentucky 

10. Kansas 

11. Marquette 

12. North Carolina 

13. Texas Tech 

14. Buffalo 

15. Auburn 

16. Maryland 

17. Houston 

18. Villanova 

19. N.C. State 

20. Mississippi 

21. Ic - - 


22. Mississippi State 

23. Florida State 

24. Louisville 

25. Iowa State _ . . ., 

Others receiving votes: LSU 54, Kan¬ 
sas State 50, Nebraska 40, Oklahoma 38, 
Purdue 30, Wisconsin 27, TCU 12, Furman 
9, Indiana 9, Washington 9, North Texas 8, 
Ohio State 5, Arizona State 4, Cincinnati 
4, Central Florida 3, Murray State 2, Texas 
State 2, Wofford 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Baylor 85, West Virginia 73 
Boston U. at American U., ppd. 

Bryant 76, St. Francis (Pa.) 67 
Creighton 91, Georgetown 87 
Fairleigh Dickinson 87, Mount St. 
Mary’s 69 

Marist 62, Manhattan 46 
Robert Morris 70, CCSU 59 
Rutgers 76, Nebraska 69 
Sacred Heart 62, Wagner 38 
St. Francis Brooklyn 79, LIU Brooklyn 70 
SOUTH 

Alcorn St. 74, Ark.-Pine Bluff 69 
Bethune-Cookman 89, Md.-Eastern 
Shore 68 

Dalton St. 77, Martin Methodist 72 
Erskine 65, King (Tenn.) 59 
Flagler 83, North Georgia 67 
Florida A&M 60, Delaware St. 47 
Florida Gulf Coast 87, Stetson 65 
Harvard 84, Howard 71 
Johnson C. Smith 85, Carson-Newman 71 
Kentucky St. 90, Spring Hill 72 
Lander 95, Clayton St. 76 
Lane 75, Tuskegee 53 
LeMoyne-Owen 72, Miles 64 
Liberty 72, North Alabama 47 
Lipscomb 86, Kennesaw St. 57 
Milligan 76, Tenn. Wesleyan 72 
NCA&T80, CoppinSt. 71 
NC Central 92, Morgan St. 64 
NJIT 76, North Florida 72 
Norfolk St. 74, SC State 69 
North Carolina 103, Virginia Tech 82 
Old Dominion 76, Charlotte 70 
Presbyterian 68, SC-Upstate 59 
Radford 72, Longwood 59 
Southern U. 80, MVSU 56 
W. Kentucky 68, Marshall 59 
William Carey 67, Loyola NO 54 
Winthrop 66, UNC Asheville 45 
MIDWEST 

Augsburg 71, Macalester 69 
Bethel (Minn.) 83, Gustavus 64 
Concordia (Moor.) 61, Carleton 54 
Kansas 80, Iowa St. 76 
Michigan St. 69, Maryland 55 
St. Olaf72, Hamline 66 
St. Thomas (Minn.) 74, St. John’s 
(Minn.) 72, OT 

SOUTHWEST 

Prairie View 83, Grambling St. 66 
Texas Southern 75, Jackson St. 65 


AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s games 

No. 1 Tennessee at Vanderbilt 
No. 7 Nevada vs. Colorado State 
No. 12 Marquette vs. DePaul 
No. 17 Houston vs. East Carolina 
No. 25 LSU vs. Georgia 

Thursday’s games 
No. 4 Gonzaga at Santa Clara 
No. 6 Michigan State at No. 19 Iowa 
No. 21 N.C. State at No. 23 Louisville 
Friday’s games 
No. 5 Michigan at Indiana 
No. 14 Buffalo at Kent State 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Tennessee vs. West Virginia 
No. 2 Duke vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 3 Virginia at Notre Dame 
No. 8 Kentucky vs. No. 9 Kansas 
No. 10 Virginia Tech vs. Syracuse 
No. 12 Marquette at Xavier 
No. 13 Maryland vs. Illinois at Madison 
Square Garden 

No. 14 Texas Tech vs. Arkansas 
No. 16 Auburn at No. 22 Mississippi State 
No. 20 Mississippi vs. No. 24 Iowa State 
No. 21 N.C. State vs. Ciemson 
No. 23 Louisville vs. Pittsburgh 
No. 25 LSU at Missouri 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Jan. 20, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Notre Dame (22) 18-1 735 1 

2. Baylor (7) 15-1 713 2 

3. UConn (1) 16-1 703 2 

4. Louisville 17-1 651 4 

5. Oregon 17-1 623 5 

6. Stanford 16-1 608 6 

7. Mississippi St. 17-1 578 7 

8. NC State 18-0 549 8 

9. Oregon St. 15-3 472 10 

10. Marquette 16-3 460 14 

11. Maryland 16-2 442 9 

12. Texas 15-3 376 11 

13. Syracuse 15-3 358 12 

14. Rutgers 15-3 343 20 

15. Kentucky 16-3 331 16 

16. Arizona St. 13-5 265 19 

17. Iowa 14-4 261 22 

18. Gonzaga 17-2 258 13 

19. South Carolina 12-5 245 15 

20. Iowa St. 14-4 145 18 

21. Utah 16-1 138 - 

22. Florida St. 16-2 134 - 

23. Michigan St. 13-5 109 17 

24. Texas A&M 14-4 45 - 

25. Missouri 15-4 43 - 

Others receiving votes: BYU 32, Ten¬ 
nessee 23, Minnesota 21, Drake 20, UCF 
20, South Dakota 11, Ciemson 11, Cali¬ 
fornia 9, DePaul 8, Miami 6, Boise St. 3, 
Indiana 1. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Bryant 66, St. Francis (Pa.) 63 
Marist 76, Iona 36 

Mount St. Mary’s 63, Fairleigh Dickin- 

Robert Morris 64, CCSU 57 

Sacred Heart 72, Wagner 64 

St. Francis Brooklyn 79, LIU Brooklyn 67 

SOUTH 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 59, Alcorn St. 57 
Arkansas 80, Tennessee 79 
Augusta 65, Young Harris 64 
Barton 82, Converse 71 
Bryan 84, Columbia (SC) 55 
Flagler 74, North Georgia 70 
Florida A&M 57, Delaware St. 52 
Lander 95, Clayton St. 79 
LeMoyne-Owen 56, Miles 52 
Loyola NO 76, William Carey 46 
Md.-Eastern Shore 64, Bethune-Cook¬ 
man 52 

Morgan St. 65, NC Central 62 
NC A&T 66, Coppin St. 42 
Norfolk St. 57, SC State 50 
South Carolina 79, Missouri 65 
Southern U. 74, MVSU 67 
Tenn. Wesleyan 73, Milligan 71 
MIDWEST 

Baker 69, Peru St. 51 
Clarke 73, Grand View 69 
Culver-Stockton 83, Graceland (Iowa) 57 
William Penn 72, Missouri Valley 49 
Youngstown St. 77, N. Kentucky 66 
SOUTHWEST 

Grambling St. 64, Prairie View 63 
Texas Southern 76, Jackson St. 67 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 79, Oregon St. 76 
California 79, Washington 70 
Denver 93, Oral Roberts 76 
Oregon 93, Arizona 60 
Southern Cal 72, UCLA 67 
Stanford 85, Washington St. 64 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Wednesday’s game 

No. 2 Baylor vs. No. 20 Iowa State 
No. 3 UConn vs. SMU 
No. 12 Texas vs. Kansas 
No. 13 Syracuse vs. Miami 
No. 14 Rutgers at No. 17 Iowa 
Thursday’s games 
No. 1 Notre Dame at Tennessee 
No. 4 Louisville at No. 22 Florida State 
No. 7 Mississippi State at Florida 
No. 8 N.C. State vs. Ciemson 
No. 11 Maryland at Ohio State 
No. 15 Kentucky vs. No. 25 Missouri 
No. 18 Gonzaga vs. San Francisco 
No. 23 Michigan State vs. Illinois 
No. 24 Texas A&M at Auburn 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Acquired 2B 
Shed Long and a competitive balance 
Round A pick in the 2019 MLB draft from 
Cincinnati for RHP Sonny Gray and LHP 
Reiver Sanmartin. Traded 2B Shed Long 
to Seattle for OF Josh Stowers. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Designated 
INF/OF Kaleb Cowart for assignment. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Agreed 
to terms with INF Wilmer Flores on a 
one-year contract. Designated LHP Jared 
Miller for assignment. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Sonny Gray on a four-year con- 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Boston G Marcus Smart 
$35,000 for aggressively pursuing an 
opponent in an attempt to escalate a 
physical altercation and failing to leave 
the court in a timely manner following 
his ejection during a Jan. 19 game at At¬ 
lanta. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Signed G 
Gary Payton II to a 10-day contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CHICAGO BEARS - Named Ted Mo- 
nachino senior defensive assistant and 
outside linebackers coach. Monachino 
will be reunited with new Bears defen¬ 
sive coordinator Chuck Pagano after 
coaching together in two previous stops 
with the Indianapolis Colts (2016-17) and 
Baltimore Ravens (2010-11). 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS - Signed QB 
J.T. Barrett, DB Chris Campbell, DB J.T. 
Gray, DT Tomasi Laulie, LB Darnell San- 
key and TE Nate Wozniak to reserve/fu¬ 
ture contracts. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Reassigned Cs 
Sam Carrick and Justin Kloos to San Di¬ 
ego (AHL). 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Agreed 
to terms with F Teuvo Teravainen on a 
five-year contract extension through the 
2023-24 season. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned F 
Matt Luff to Ontario (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

D.C. UNITED - Signed F Antonio Busta¬ 
mante to a homegrown contract. 

COLLEGE 

FLORIDA — Named Torrian Gray cor- 
nerbacks coach. 

INDIANA - Named Kalen DeBoer as¬ 
sociate head football coach and offen¬ 
sive coordinator. 

NEW MEXICO — Named Jon Newman- 
Gonchar volleyball coach. 

RUTGERS - Named Andy Buh defen¬ 
sive coordinator and linebackers coach. 

TENNESSEE - Promoted Arthur Smith 
to offensive coordinator. 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Jan. 20 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud State (46) 17-3-2 996 2 

2. Massachusetts (4) 18-4-0 941 1 

3. Ohio State 15-5-4 864 4 

4. Denver 14-4-3 855 3 

5. Minnesota Duluth 14-6-2 811 5 

6. Quinnipiac 17-5-1 742 7 

7. Minnesota State 19-6-1 701 6 

8. Northeastern 15-5-1 670 8 

9. Bowling Green 16-6-3 507 9 

10. Clarkson 16-6-0 493 14 

11. Notre Dame 13-8-2 468 12 

12. Cornell 11-5-1 439 15 

13. Western Michigan 13-8-1 422 10 

14. Providence 13-7-4 402 11 

15. Penn State 13-9-2 261 13 

16. Union 11-6-4 259 16 

17. Arizona State 16-9-1 227 17 

18. Lake Superior 15-7-2 179 18 

19. UMass Lowell 13-8-1 118 - 

20. Yale 9-6-3 52 19 

Others receiving votes: North Dakota 

46, Harvard 25, Northern Michigan 8, Bos¬ 
ton University 7, American International 
5, Air Force 1, Bemidji State 1. 

Monday’s scores 

EAST 

New Hampshire 4, Maine 4, OT 
Boston U. 7, Merrimack 2 


AP sportlight 


Jan. 23 

1944 - The Detroit Red Wings defeat 
the New York Rangers 15-0 at Olympia 
Stadium to set an NHL record for con¬ 
secutive goals. The loss starts a 25-game 
winless streak for the Rangers which 
carries over into the next season. 

1959 - In the NBA All-Star Game in De¬ 
troit, St. Louis’ Bob Pettit and Elgin Bay¬ 
lor of Minneapolis become the first co¬ 
winners of the MVP award as their West 
team wins 124-108. 

1975 — Ralph Kiner is elected to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in his 15th and fi¬ 
nal year of eligibility. 

1980 — George Gervin of San Antonio 
scores 55 points in a 144-130 victory over 
the Indiana Pacers. 
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NHL 



John Locher/AP 

Minnesota Wild players celebrate after Charlie Coyle, third from left, scored against the Golden Knights 
during the third period of Monday’s game in Las Vegas. Minnesota won 4-2. 

Roundup 


Coyle's game winner lifts 
Wild over Golden Knights 


Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — The Vegas Golden Knights’ home 
arena has a reputation among some NHL players as 
being one of the toughest to play in and the loudest 
in the league. 

The Minnesota Wild don’t mind it a bit. 

Charlie Coyle scored his second game-winning 
goal of the season with 5:31 remaining Monday to 
lift the Wild past the Golden Knights 4-2. 

Minnesota, which is 4-0-1 against the Golden 
Knights since they entered the league, is 2-0-0 in 
Vegas. 

“It’s a huge win, obviously. You get into the later 
part of the season, so make sure you get every point 
you can, especially those (close) games,” Coyle said. 
“It’s a pretty good show here, it’s cool to watch, it’s 
cool to be part of—we love playing here.” 

With the puck loose in front of the net, Jared Spur¬ 
geon sent a perfect pass to Coyle, who beat Vegas 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury with a high shot that 
put the Wild in front. 

Marcos Foligno, Eric Staal and Mikko Koivu also 
scored for the Wild. Devan Dubnyk, who has stopped 
64 of 67 shots in his last three games, made 30 saves 
to improve to 3-0-1 against Vegas. 

Dubnyk said he was pleased to see faithful Wild 
fans among the announced crowd of 18,328, and that 
hearing chants of “Doob! Doob!” after several big 
saves ignited his play down the stretch. 

“This is only our second time here, the atmo¬ 
sphere in the building is incredible,” Dubnyk said. 
“It’s cool, we get a pretty good following in certain 
buildings, Colorado will be another one, there’s lots 
of people from Minnesota that travel there. It makes 
playing on the road a little more exciting because 
you got fans cheering. It definitely makes it a lot 
more entertaining.” 

Alex Tuch and Max Pacioretty scored for the 
Golden Knights, while Fleury made 18 saves. 

Vegas, which remained in third place in the Pacif¬ 
ic Division behind first-place Calgary and San Jose, 
came into the game after an emotional 7-3 win over 


the Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday. But coach Ge¬ 
rard Gallant rebuked the notion his team came in 
flat after its up-tempo game with the Penguins. 

Kings 4, Blues 3: Paul LaDue scored the go- 
ahead goal midway through the third period, and 
host Los Angeles rallied past St. Louis. 

Jonathan Quick stopped 33 shots in his 302nd 
NHL victory, which is fourth-best among U.S.-born 
goaltenders. 

Anze Kopitar and Tyler Toffoli each had a goal 
and an assist, while Brendan Leipsic had two as¬ 
sists. Drew Doughty also scored for Los Angeles, 
which has won three of its last five. 

Mackenzie MacEachern, Oskar Sundqvist and 
Ryan O’Reilly scored for St. Louis. Jordan Binning- 
ton made 25 saves. 

Predators 4, Avalanche 1: Pekka Rinne stopped 
a penalty shot among his 35 saves and visiting Nash¬ 
ville knocked off Colorado as Peter Laviolette cap¬ 
tured win No. 600 of his NHL coaching career. 

Nick Bonino and Viktor Arvidsson scored 1:34 
apart in the second period, while Roman Josi added 
another and Ryan Ellis contributed a late empty- 
netter from deep in his zone. The Predators beat 
their Central Division rivals for the 12th time over 
the last 13 regular-season meetings. 

Alexander Kerfoot had the lone goal for the Ava¬ 
lanche, who have dropped five of seven. 

Panthers 6, Sharks 2: Frank Vatrano had a goal 
and three assists for a career-high four points to lift 
host Florida over San Jose. 

Vincent Trocheck, Keith Yandle and Nick Bjug- 
stad each had a power-play goal for the Panthers. 
Mike Matheson and Aaron Ekblad also scored, Ro¬ 
berto Luongo stopped 27 shots and Aleksander Bar¬ 
kov added three assists. 

The Panthers have won three straight after losing 
their previous seven games. 

Timo Meier and Logan Couture scored for the 
Sharks. Martin Jones allowed five goals on 21 shots 
before being replaced by Aaron Dell with 12:38 left 
in the third period. Dell made eight saves. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 49 37 10 2 76 199 140 

Toronto 48 29 17 2 60 168 137 

Boston 49 27 17 5 59 143 128 

Montreal 50 27 18 5 59 152 148 

Buffalo 48 24 18 6 54 140 144 

Florida 48 20 20 8 48 152 170 

Ottawa 49 19 25 5 43 154 184 

Detroit 50 18 25 7 43 142 170 

Metropoiitan Division 
N.Y. Islanders 48 29 15 4 62 145 119 

Columbus 48 28 17 3 59 154 146 

Washington 48 27 16 5 59 162 149 

Pittsburgh 48 26 16 6 58 169 146 

Carolina 48 23 20 5 51 133 144 

N.Y. Rangers 48 21 20 7 49 139 164 

Philadelphia 48 19 23 6 44 139 169 

New Jersey 48 18 23 7 43 140 164 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 48 31 15 2 64 167 134 

Nashville 51 29 18 4 62 159 134 

Minnesota 49 25 21 3 53 137 140 

Dallas 49 24 21 4 52 126 128 

Colorado 49 22 19 8 52 167 157 

St. Louis 48 21 22 5 47 134 148 

Chicago 50 17 24 9 43 153 188 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 50 32 13 5 69 187 143 

San Jose 51 28 16 7 63 180 161 

Vegas 51 29 18 4 62 156 138 

Vancouver 50 23 21 6 52 145 156 

Anaheim 50 21 20 9 51 119 148 

Edmonton 49 23 23 3 49 142 160 

Arizona 48 22 22 4 48 128 138 

Los Angeles 50 20 26 4 44 114 150 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Chicago 8, Washington 5 
N.Y. islanders 3, Anaheim 0 
Vancouver 3, Detroit 2 
Arizona 4, Toronto 2 
Caroiina 7, Edmonton 4 

Monday’s games 
Nashville 4, Colorado 1 
Los Angeles 4, St. Louis 3 
Minnesota 4, Vegas 2 
Florida 6, San Jose 2 

Tuesday’s games 
San Jose at Washington 
Arizona at Ottawa 
N.Y. islanders at Chicago 
Detroit at Edmonton 
Caroiina at Caigary 

Wednesday’s games 
Arizona at Montreal 
Washington at Toronto 
Minnesota at Colorado 
Nashville at Vegas 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Caroiina at Vancouver 

Monday 

Predators 4, Avalanche 1 

Nashville 0 3 1—4 

Colorado 0 10—1 

Second Period— 1, Nashvilie, Bonino 
13 (Jarnkrok), 5:01. 2, Nashvilie, Arvids¬ 
son 19 (Forsberg), 6:35. 3, Coiorado, Ker¬ 
foot 9 (Girard), 16:43. 4, Nashviiie, Josi 8 
(Bonino, Watson), 17:58. 

Third Period— 5, Nashville, Ellis 5 
(Ekholm, Jarnkrok), 17:07. 

Shots on Goal-Nashvilie 7-11-9-27. 
Coiorado 13-12-11-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashviiie 
0 of 3; Colorado 0 of 4. 

Goalies-Nashville, Rinne 18-12-3 (36 
shots-35 saves). Coiorado, Variamov 13- 
12-5 (26-23). 

A-18,018 (18,007). T-2:28. 


Kings 4, Blues 3 

St. Louis 2 0 1-3 

Los Angeles 1 2 1—4 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, MacEachern 
1 (Dunn, Barbashev), 10:31. 2, St. Louis, 
Sundqvist 9 (Pietrangeio, Barbashev), 
18:49. 3, Los Angeies, Toffoii 8 (Leipsic), 
19:04. 

Second Period— 4, Los Angeies, 
Doughty 5 (Kopitar, Carter), 7:15 (pp). 5, 
Los Angeles, Kopitar 14 (Brown, Muzzin), 
18:16. 

Third Period-6, St. Louis, O’Reiily 18 
(Pietrangeio, Tarasenko), 6:00 (pp). 7, Los 
Angeies, LaDue 2 (Toffoli, Leipsic), 9:53. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 13-14-9-36. 
Los Angeies 14-9-6—29. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 1 
of 2; Los Angeies 1 of 5. 

Goalies— St. Louis, Binnington 4-1-1 
(29 shots-25 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 
9-12-3 (36-33). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:32. 

Wild 4, Golden Knights 2 

Minnesota 0 2 2—4 

Vegas 1 1 0—2 

First Period— 1, Vegas, Tuch 16 
(Marchessault, Miller), 3:37 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Minnesota, Foligno 
4 (Seeier, Eriksson Ek), 9:09. 3, Minne¬ 
sota, Staal 15 (Greenway, Suter), 10:22. 
4, Vegas, Pacioretty 14 (Stastny, Miiler), 
12:36. 

Third Period— 5, Minnesota, Coyie 8 
(Staal, Spurgeon), 14:29. 6, Minnesota, 
Koivu 7 (Parise), 19:47. 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 6-8-8—22. 
Vegas 5-19-8-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Minnesota 
0 of 2; Vegas 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 19-16-3 
(32 shots-30 saves). Vegas, Fieury 27-13- 
4 (21-18). 

A-18,328 (17,367). T-2:40. 

Panthers 6, Sharks 2 

San Jose 0 2 0—2 

Florida 1 1 4-6 

First Period— 1, Florida, Ekbiad 10 

(Barkov, Vatrano), 17:21. 

Second Period— 2, San Jose, Cou¬ 

ture 18 (Meier, Burns), 4:21. 3, Fiorida, 
Matheson 4 (Vatrano, Dadonov), 6:07. 4, 
San Jose, Meier 19 (Pavelski, Thornton), 
13:20. 

Third Period— 5, Fiorida, Yandle 7 (Hu- 
berdeau, Barkov), 2:27 (pp). 6, Florida, 
Trocheck 5 (Vatrano), 2:36 (pp). 7, Fiori¬ 
da, Vatrano 16 (Dadonov, Barkov), 7:22.8, 
Florida, Bjugstad 5 (Sceviour, Hawryluk), 
19:22 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 7-14-8—29. 
Florida 6-7-17-30. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 2; Fiorida 3 of 4. 

Goalies— San Jose, Dell 6-6-3 (9 shots- 
8 saves), Jones 22-10-4 (21-16). Florida, 
Luongo 10-11-1 (29-27). 

A-14,014 (19,250). T-2:33. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Monday 

GP G A PTS 

Nikita Kucherov,TB 49 22 56 78 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 50 29 44 73 

Mikko Rantanen, COL 49 23 50 73 

Connor McDavid, EDM 48 29 43 72 

Patrick Kane, CHi 49 29 41 70 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 49 27 43 70 

Brayden Point, TB 49 30 35 65 

Sean Monahan, CGY 50 27 34 61 

Mitcheli Marner,TOR 48 19 42 61 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 48 9 52 61 

Leon DraisaitI, EDM 49 26 33 59 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 48 25 34 59 

4 tied with 57 pts. 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 

Kings center Jeff Carter, left, hits St. Louis Blues defenseman Alex 
Pietrangeio during Monday’s game in Los Angeles. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Back at No. 1, Vols 
in similar situation 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

The last time Tennessee 
reached No. 1 in the AP Top 25 it 
lost to Vanderbilt the next day. 

Back at No. 1 for the first time 
in 11 years, the Vols face a similar 
situation. 

On Wednesday, they again play 
Vanderbilt right after becoming 
the nation’s top-ranked team, this 
time hoping for a different out¬ 
come and a long stint at No. 1. 

“Is it nice to ranked? Of course, 
because of the attention that 
comes to your program,” Ten¬ 
nessee coach Rick Barnes said. 
“You do that by staying focused 
on what is at hand. You do that by 
playing basketball and not letting 
the outside noise in. That is where 
you find out how close you are as a 
team when you come unraveled.” 

Tennessee entered last week 
No. 3 in the AP Top 25 and won 
both of its games, rolling over Ar¬ 
kansas and outlasting Alabama. 

While the Vols were taking care 
of their business, top-10 teams 
dropped all around them. 

Top-ranked Duke lost to Syra¬ 
cuse without two starters. Cam 
Reddish and Tre Jones. Reddish 
returned from an illness against 
Virginia on Saturday, but Jones 
did not after injuring his shoul¬ 
der against the Orange. The Blue 
Devils won anyway, knocking the 
Cavaliers from the ranks of the 
unbeaten. 

Michigan also lost on Saturday, 
to Wisconsin, leaving the 1976 
Indiana Hoosiers as the last Divi¬ 
sion I team to go undefeated. 

Six top-10 teams lost last week, 
causing a jumble at the top of this 
week’s poll. 

The Vols (16-1,5-0) emerged on 
top, thanks to a 12-game winning 
streak that started after their lone 
loss, to then-No. 2 Kansas on Nov. 
23 in New York. 

Tennessee’s first test will be 
in Nashville against the Commo¬ 
dores, who opened SEC play with 
five straight losses. Get by Vandy, 



Shawn Millsaps/AP 


Tennessee guard Jordan Bone 


the Vols still have to face gritty 
West Virginia, though that game 
will be in Knoxville. 

“Every team in the top five is 
a No. 1 team. Every team in the 
Top 25 could potentially get up 
there,” Tennessee forward Grant 
Williams said. “It’s a long season. 
It doesn’t matter what number 
you are at the halfway point. It’s 
where you’re at, at the end.” 

Kentucky’s tough week 

Kentucky has bounced back 
nicely after being run out of the 
gym by Duke in its opener. 

The Wildcats (14-3, 4-1 SEC) 
have won four straight games 
after beating Georgia and then- 
No. 11 Auburn last week, moving 
them up four spots to No. 8 in this 
week’s poll. 

The road doesn’t get any easier. 
Kentucky plays at No. 22 Missis¬ 
sippi State on Tuesday, then faces 
No. 9 Kansas on Saturday. 

“They’re better than last 
year,” Auburn coach Bruce Pearl 
said after the Wildcats held on 
for an 82-80 victory on Satur¬ 
day. “They’re playing with a 
purpose.” 

SEC/Big 12 Challenge 

A break in the conference 
season for the SEC/Big 12 Chal¬ 
lenge has created some top-notch 
match-ups on Saturday. 

In addition to the blue blood 
Kentucky-Kansas game. No. 16 
Auburn plays at No. 22 Missis¬ 
sippi State, and No. 20 Mississippi 
hosts No. 24 Iowa State. 

Pearl’s Tigers reached No. 7 in 
the AP poll earlier this season, 
but slid to No. 14 this week after 
the loss to Kentucky. Auburn also 
lost to Mississippi two weeks ago, 
but still has one of the nation’s 
most talented rosters. 

Mississippi State suffered con¬ 
secutive losses to South Carolina 
and Ole Miss, but bounced back 
with wins over Florida and Van¬ 
derbilt last week. 

The Rebels had been on a roll, 
winning 10 straight before losing 
by 14 to LSU at home. They beat 
Arkansas handily on Saturday. 

Iowa State beat Kansas earlier 
this season, but lost to the Jay- 
hawks at Allen Fieldhouse Mon¬ 
day night. 

Ranked vs. ranked 

Thursday has the week’s only 
other games between ranked 
teams. 

One is in the ACC, where No. 
21 North Carolina State plays at 
No. 23 Louisville. The Cardinals 
moved into the AP Top 25 for the 
first time this season on Monday 
after beating Boston College and 
Georgia Tech last week. 

The Big Ten has the other, with 
No. 6 Michigan State playing at 
No. 19 Iowa. 

The Spartans turned their first 
game this week against a ranked 
opponent into a rout, rolling over 
No. 13 Maryland 69-55 on Mon¬ 
day. The Hawkeyes climbed four 
spots in this week’s poll after 
beating Penn State and Illinois. 



Al Goldis/AP 


Michigan State’s Xavier Tillman, left, grabs the ball after Maryland’s Aaron Wiggins lost it on a dribble 
during the second half of Monday’s game in East Lansing, Mich. Michigan State won 69-55. 

Top 25 roundup 


Spartans use balanced 
otiense to stifle Terps 


Associated Press 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Aaron Henry made 
the most of his opportunity to play in place of in¬ 
jured starter Joshua Langford. 

The freshman forward had a season-high 12 
points, helping No. 6 Michigan State beat No. 13 
Maryland 69-55 on Monday night with balanced of¬ 
fense and stifling defense. 

“The Henry kid, he’s really good,” Terrapins 
coach Mark Turgeon said. “Great defender, hard to 
box out. And, he makes shots. That was a key.” 

The Spartans (17-2, 8-0 Big Ten) have won 12 
straight this season and are in sole possession of first 
in the conference. They have won a school-record 20 
consecutive Big Ten regular-season games dating 
to last year. The run ties the fifth-longest winning 
streak in Big Ten history and is conference’s longest 
since Illinois won 25 straight during the 2003-04 
and 2004-05 seasons. 

“I don’t think they give a trophy for it,” Michigan 
State coach Tom Izzo said. 

Cassius Winston and Kenny Goins each scored 14 
points while Matt McQuaid and Xavier Tillman had 
10 points apiece for the Spartans. 

The Terrapins (16-4, 7-2) had a shot to move into 
first place in the conference, but couldn’t extend 
their seven-game winning streak. 

“We couldn’t guard them,” Turgeon said. “We 
went a few possessions with zone, but that’s not who 
we are. 

“We let our offense affect our defense.” 

Maryland’s leading scorer, Anthony Cowan, was 
held to a season-low seven points. 

“That was huge,” Henry said. “We looked at him 
on film and said, ‘He’s the guy we’ve got to lock 
down.’ I felt we did that.” 

The Terrapins connected on just 34.4 percent of 
their shots and matched their season low against the 
Spartans. They shot 58 percent of in their previous 
game, a 14-point win at Ohio State. 


No. 9 Kansas 80, No. 24 Iowa State 76: Ded- 
ric Lawson had 29 points and 15 rebounds, Devon 
Dotson hit the clinching free throws with 5.9 sec¬ 
onds left and the host Jayhawks held on to beat the 
Cyclones. 

Marcus Garrett added 16 points and Lagerald 
Vick had 14 for Kansas (16-3, 5-2 Big 12), which 
blew a late lead at West Virginia over the weekend 
but this time slammed the door down the stretch. 

Iowa State (14-5,4-3) got within 72-71 on a driving 
layup by Marial Shayok with 1:44 to go, but Garrett 
followed a swap of empty possessions with a layup. 
Michael Jacobson hit a free throw for the Cyclones, 
but Lawson’s three from the top of the key made it 
77-72 with 22.3 seconds left. 

Shayok added the last of his team-high 26 points 
for Iowa State, and after Dotson made the second of 
two free throws, Tyrese Haliburton made two of his 
own to get within 78-76 with 7.5 seconds left. 

Dotson was immediately fouled on the inbound 
and this time he made both of his free throws. 

No. 11 North Carolina 103, No. 10 Virginia 
Tech 82: Freshman Coby White scored 27 points 
and the host Tar Heels knocked down a season-high 
16 three-pointers to beat the Hokies. 

Fellow rookie Nassir Little added a season-high 
23 points for North Carolina (15-4, 5-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference), which struggled out of the gate 
to fall behind by nine while making just one of its 
first 12 threes. 

But it wasn’t long before just about everything 
started falling from behind the arc, an avalanche 
that sparked a game-turning 20-0 run that pushed 
UNC to a 45-31 lead by halftime. 

UNC made 15 of its last 22 three-pointers, fin¬ 
ished the game shooting 54 percent and led by as 
many as 27 points. 

Ahmed Hill scored 20 points for the Hokies (15-3, 
4-2), who made six of seven three-pointers in a fast 
start only to end the half by going nearly 6 minutes 
without a basket. 
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Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


The Warriors’ Klay Thompson reacts after making a three-pointer 
against the Lakers during the first haif Monday in Los Angeles. 

Roundup 


Thompson hits 
first 10 threes 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Nothing 
could stop Klay Thompson, cer¬ 
tainly not the Lakers’ defense. 

The Golden State Warriors 
made sure of it, too, setting 
screens and calling plays for the 
star guard, who tied an NBA re¬ 
cord by making his first 10 at¬ 
tempts from three-point range on 
his way to scoring 44 points in a 
130-111 victory Monday night. 

“I’ve never hit 10 threes in a 
row in a game. That’s hard to do,” 
Thompson said. “I just happened 
to be on tonight and I’m happy 
I was able to do it in front of my 
family.” 

The Warriors equaled a season 
high with their eighth consecu¬ 
tive victory. The two-time defend¬ 
ing champions won their seventh 
straight road game, too. 

“They’re starting to find their 
stride, not just against us, but 
against the league,” Los Angeles 
coach Luke Walton said. 

Thompson stopped and popped 
from everywhere, finishing 10- 
for-11 from beyond the arc and 
17-for-20 from the floor overall. 

“We kind of sold out to look for 
Klay, to be honest,” Kevin Du¬ 
rant said. “When you’re knocking 
shots down like that, you have to 
continue to feed him until he goes 
cold and tonight I didn’t see that 
in sight.” 

Thompson had 23 points in 
the third quarter, connecting 
on seven threes as the Warriors 
stretched their lead to 36. He 
hopped and let his right arm hang 
in the air after hitting his seventh 
while Golden State fans at Staples 
Center cheered. He finally missed 
from deep late in the period. 

“We had two, three guys flying 
at him,” Walton said. 

76ers 121, Rockets 93: Joel 
Embiid had 32 points and 14 re¬ 
bounds to lead host Philadelphia 
past fellow MVP contender James 


Harden and Houston. 

Harden finished with 37 points 
— giving him 20 straight games 
with at least 30. 

Celtics 107, Heat 99: Kyrie 
Irving had 26 points and 10 as¬ 
sists, A1 Horford added 16 points 
and 12 rebounds and host Boston 
earned its fourth straight victory. 

Bucks 116, Mavericks 106: 
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 31 
points and 15 rebounds, and host 
Milwaukee beat Dallas. 

Trail Blazers 109, Jazz 104: 
Damian Lillard scored 26 points 
and Jusuf Nurkic had 17 in the 
third quarter to lift visiting Port¬ 
land past Utah. 

Pelicans 105, Grizzlies 85: 

Jrue Holiday and Nikola Mirotic 
scored 21 points, Jahlil Okafor 
and Julius Randle had 20, and 
balanced New Orleans beat host 
Memphis without injured star 
Anthony Davis. 

Nets 123, Kings 94: D’Angelo 
Russell had 31 points and eight 
assists, and surging Brooklyn 
won its fourth straight game by 
running away from visiting Sac¬ 
ramento in the second half 

Thunder 127, Knicks 109: 
Paul George scored 31 points and 
Russell Westbrook had 17 points, 
10 rebounds and nine assists for 
visiting Oklahoma City. 

Wizards 101, Pistons 87: 
Trevor Ariza scored 20 points, 
Otto Porter Jr. added 19 and host 
Washington turned in its best de¬ 
fensive performance this season. 

Magic 122, Hawks 103: Evan 
Fournier and Nikola Vucevic 
scored 29 points apiece to lead 
Orlando past host Atlanta in the 
season’s first matchup between 
the Southeast Division rivals. 

Bulls 104, Cavaliers 88: Zach 
LaVine scored 25 points and visit¬ 
ing Chicago broke a 10-game los¬ 
ing streak in a meeting of teams 
that began the day with the worst 
records in the NBA. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Toronto 35 13 .729 

Philadelphia 31 17 .646 

Boston 29 18 .617 

Brooklyn 25 23 .521 

New York 10 35 .222 

Southeast Division 
Miami 22 23 .489 

Charlotte 22 24 .478 

Washington 20 26 .435 

Orlando 20 27 .426 

Atlanta 14 32 .304 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 34 12 .739 

Indiana 31 15 .674 

Detroit 20 26 .435 

Chicago 11 36 .234 

Cleveland 9 39 .188 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Pet GB 

26 20 .565 - 

27 21 .563 - 

22 25 .468 A'A 

20 26 .435 6 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Dallas 

Memphis __ __ _ 

Northwest Division 

Denver 31 14 .689 - 

Oklahoma City 28 18 .609 SVi 

Portland 29 19 .604 3'/2 

Utah 26 22 .542 6'/2 

Minnesota 22 24 .478 9'/2 

Paeifie Division 

Golden State 33 14 .702 - 

L.A. Clippers 25 21 .543 7'/2 

L.A. Lakers 25 23 .521 8'/2 

Sacramento 24 23 .511 9 

Phoenix 11 37 .229 22'/2 

Monday’s games 
Oklahoma City 127, New York 109 
Chicago 104, Cleveland 88 
Milwaukee 116, Dallas 106 
Washington 101, Detroit 87 
Orlando 122, Atlanta 103 
Brooklyn 123, Sacramento 94 
New Orleans 105, Memphis 85 
Boston 107, Miami 99 
Philadelphia 121, Houston 93 
Portland 109, Utah 104 
Golden State 130, L.A. Lakers 111 
Tuesday’s games 
Sacramento at Toronto 
Portland at Oklahoma City 
L.A. Clippers at Dallas 
Minnesota at Phoenix 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Indiana 
Cleveland at Boston 
Houston at New York 
L.A. Clippers at Miami 
Orlando at Brooklyn 
Atlanta at Chicago 
Charlotte at Memphis 
Detroit at New Orleans 
San Antonio at Philadelphia 
Denver at Utah 

Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Washington 
New Orleans at Oklahoma City 
Portland at Phoenix 
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers 

Monday 

Warriors 130, Lakers 111 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 8-13 3-4 20, 
Green 1-4 3-4 5, Cousins 2-9 4-5 8, Curry 3- 
12 3-3 11, Thompson 17-20 0-0 44, McKin- 
nie 3-8 0-2 8, Bell 1-5 0-0 2, Looney 4-8 0-0 
8, Jerebko 4-5 1-1 9, Livingston 2-3 0-0 4, 
Cook 2-8 0-0 5, Iguodala 3-3 0-0 6. Totals 
50-98 14-19 130. 

L.A. LAKERS - Hart 2-2 0-0 6, Kuzma 7- 
18 2-2 16, Chandler 0-1 1-2 1, Ingram 7-16 
2-3 17, Caldwell-Pope 1-5 2-2 4, Mykhaili- 
uk 2-4 0-0 5, Beasley 7-8 1-2 15, McGee 4-8 
2-4 10, Zubac 7-8 4-4 18, Wagner 2-5 1-3 
5, Caruso 2-3 1-4 6, Stephenson 1-5 4-8 6, 
Bonga 0-1 2-4 2. Totals 42-84 22-38 111. 
Golden State 29 36 45 20-130 

L.A. Lakers 24 31 25 31-111 

Three-point goals—Golden State 16- 
37 (Thompson 10-11, McKinnie 2-5, Curry 
2-10, Durant 1-2, Cook 1-4, Jerebko 0-1, 
Cousins 0-2, Green 0-2), L.A. 5-20 (Hart 
2-2, Ingram 1-1, Caruso 1-1, Mykhailiuk 
1-2, McGee 0-1, Bonga 0-1, Stephenson 0- 
2, Caldwell-Pope 0-2, Wagner 0-3, Kuzma 
0-5). Rebounds—Golden State 50 (Cous¬ 
ins 9), L.A. 42 (McGee 9). Assists—Golden 
State 41 (Curry 12), L.A. 20 (Stephenson 
5). Total Fouls-Golden State 27, L.A. 19. 
A-18,997 (18,997). 

76ers 121, Rockets 93 

HOUSTON - Gordon 2-13 2-3 8, Tucker 
1-3 0-0 2, Nene 2-2 0-0 4, Harden 12-26 7- 
8 37, Rivers 0-5 0-2 0, Edwards 0-2 0-0 0, 
Clark 0-2 0-0 0, Faried 5-7 2-4 13, Chriss 

1- 3 2-2 4, Ennis III 2-7 3-3 7, Green 6-16 4-4 
18. Totals 31-86 20-26 93. 

PHILADELPHIA - Brewer 5-10 1-2 11, 
Chandler 4-4 0-0 9, Embiid 9-16 14-17 32, 
Simmons 3-12 3-4 9, Redick 5-10 5-5 16, 
Bolden 0-2 0-0 0, Muscala 0-3 2-2 2, John¬ 
son 2-3 1-2 6, McConnell 6-11 0-0 12, Kork- 
maz 2-4 0-0 6, Shamet 7-13 1-1 18. Totals 
43-88 27-33 121. 

Houston 26 24 13 30- 93 

Philadelphia 30 35 29 27-121 

Three-point goals—Houston 11-42 
(Harden 6-13, Gordon 2-7, Green 2-9, 
Faried 1-2, Tucker 0-1, Chriss 0-1, Ennis 
III 0-1, Clark 0-2, Edwards 0-2, Rivers 0-4), 
Philadelphia 8-23 (Shamet 3-6, Korkmaz 

2- 4, Chandler 1-1, Johnson 1-1, Redick 
1-5, Brewer 0-1, Bolden 0-1, Embiid 0-1, 
Muscala 0-3). Rebounds—Houston 38 
(Harden, Tucker, Faried 6), Philadelphia 
55 (Chandler, Embiid 14). Assists—Hous¬ 
ton 14 (Harden, Rivers 3), Philadelphia 
21 (Simmons 6). Total Fouls—Houston 
25, Philadelphia 22. Technicals—Faried, 
Harden, Houston coach Mike D’Antoni, 
Embiid. A-20,313 (20,478). 


Trail Blazers 109, Jazz 104 

PORTLAND - Harkless 3-3 0-0 6, Aminu 

4- 6 0-0 8, Nurkic 8-17 6-8 22, Lillard 10-20 

5- 6 26, McCollum 6-17 0-1 14, Layman 5-9 
0-0 12, Collins 0-4 0-0 0, Leonard 3-4 0-0 8, 
Curry 1-2 0-0 3, Turner 5-8 0-0 10. Totals 
45-90 11-15 109. 

UTAH - Ingles 1-7 0-0 2, Crowder 6-14 
0-0 15, Favors 3-7 6-6 12, Mitchell 12-28 10- 
12 36, O’Neale 4-9 2-3 11, Niang 0-2 0-0 0, 
Gobert 4-10 2-4 10, Rubio 3-6 5-6 12, Kor- 
ver 3-8 0-0 6. Totals 36-91 25-31 104. 
Portland 29 15 39 26-109 

Utah 28 23 28 25-104 

Three-point goals—Portland 8-18 
(Leonard 2-2, Layman 2-3, McCollum 2-4, 
Curry 1-1, Lillard 1-5, Collins 0-1, Aminu 
0-2), Utah 7-33 (Crowder 3-9, Mitchell 2-8, 
O’Neale 1-2, Rubio 1-3, Niang 0-1, Favors 
0-2, Ingles 0-3, Korver 0-5). Fouled Out— 
Nurkic. Rebounds—Portland 44 (Lillard, 
Nurkic, Turner 8), Utah 48 (Gobert 13). 
Assists-Portland 30 (Lillard 8), Utah 21 
(Ingles 6). Total Fouls—Portland 22, Utah 
19. Technicals—Turner, Aminu, Crowder, 
Gobert. A-18,306 (18,306). 

Celtics 107, Heat 99 

MIAMI - McGruder 0-3 0-0 0, J.Johnson 

3- 7 0-0 8, Whiteside 3-5 0-1 6, Richardson 

4- 13 0-0 11, Winslow 1-5 6-6 8, Jones Jr. 
7-12 3-3 18, Adebayo 4-6 5-6 13, Wade 3-10 

2-2 8, T.Johnson 3-9 0-0 9, Waiters 8-16 0-0 

18. Totals 36-86 16-18 99. 

BOSTON - Tatum 8-13 0-0 19, Morris 

6- 11 3-3 17, Horford 8-11 0-0 16, Irving 11- 
19 2-3 26, Smart 2-7 0-0 6, Hayward 2-6 

2- 2 7, Ojeleye 1-1 0-0 3, Brown 3-9 0-0 6, 
Baynes 1-4 2-2 4, Rozier 1-6 0-0 3. Totals 
43-87 9-10 107. 

Miami 23 27 18 31- 99 

Boston 33 17 37 20-107 

Three-point goals—Miami 11-35 (Rich¬ 
ardson 3-8, T.Johnson 3-8, J.Johnson 2-3, 
Waiters 2-7, Jones Jr. 1-3, McGruder 0-2, 
Wade 0-2, Winslow 0-2), Boston 12-30 (Ta¬ 
tum 3-3, Irving 2-5, Smart 2-6, Morris 2-7, 
Ojeleye 1-1, Hayward 1-3, Rozier 1-3, Hor¬ 
ford 0-1, Baynes 0-1). Rebounds—Miami 
38 (Jones Jr. 9), Boston 36 (Horford 12). 
Assists—Miami 25 (Wade, Winslow 6), 
Boston 26 (Irving 10). Total Fouls—Miami 

16, Boston 21. A-18,624 (18,624). 

Pelicans 105, Grizzlies 85 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 3-6 0-0 6, Ran¬ 
dle 6-9 8-11 20, Okafor 9-11 2-3 20, Payton 

3- 8 2-2 9, Jr.Holiday 9-16 2-6 21, Miller 1-4 
0-0 3, Mirotic 6-15 4-4 21, Diallo 0-0 0-0 0, 
Frazier 1-3 0-0 2, Jackson 1-2 0-0 3. Totals 
39-74 18-26 105. 

MEMPHIS - Temple 3-10 1-2 9, Jackson 
Jr. 6-14 2-4 14, Gasol 9-19 3-5 22, Conley 7- 
15 3-4 20, Ju.Holiday 3-8 0-0 8, Rabb 2-5 1-2 
5, Green 2-11 0-0 5, Mack 1-3 0-0 2, Carter 
0-1 0-0 0, Watanabe 0-2 0-0 0, Washburn 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 33-88 10-17 85. 

New Orleans 21 33 28 23-105 

Memphis 28 22 18 17- 85 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 9-26 
(Mirotic 5-12, Jackson 1-1, Payton 1-2, 
Jr.Holiday 1-4, Miller 1-4, Moore 0-1, Fra¬ 
zier 0-1, Randle 0-1), Memphis 9-35 (Con¬ 
ley 3-9, Temple 2-7, Ju.Holiday 2-7, Gasol 

1-4, Green 1-5, Mack 0-1, Jackson Jr. 0-1, 
Watanabe 0-1). Fouled Out—Green. Re¬ 
bounds—New Orleans 50 (Randle 12), 
Memphis 35 (Gasol, Temple 8). Assists— 
New Orleans 19 (Jr.Holiday 6), Memphis 
21 (Conley 8). Total Fouls—New Orleans 

17, Memphis 19. Technicals—New Or¬ 
leans coach Pelicans (Defensive three 
second). A-17,794 (18,119). 

Bucks 116, Mavericks 106 

DALLAS - Matthews 6-14 0-0 15, 
Barnes 4-15 0-2 8, Jordan 6-11 3-6 15, 
Doncic 6-17 4-5 18, Brunson 6-15 2-2 16, 
Finney-Smith 5-8 0-0 13, Powell 2-5 0-0 4, 
Kleber 3-8 0-0 8, Harris 3-6 1-2 9. Totals 
41-99 10-17 106. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 6-18 0-0 13, 
G.Antetokounmpo 10-20 10-12 31, Lopez 
6-10 0-0 16, Bledsoe 8-16 4-4 21, Brogdon 
6-14 6-6 19, Ilyasova 0-1 0-0 0, Wilson 0-1 
0-0 0, Maker 0-0 0-0 0, HIM 2-5 0-0 5, Snell 
0-2 0-0 0, Brown 4-4 0-0 11. Totals 42-91 
20-22 116. 

Dallas 26 33 25 22-106 

Milwaukee 35 22 35 24-116 

Three-point goals—Dallas 14-40 
(Finney-Smith 3-5, Matthews 3-8, 
Brunson 2-3, Harris 2-4, Doncic 2-5, Kle¬ 
ber 2-6, Powell 0-1, Barnes 0-8), Milwau¬ 
kee 12-32 (Lopez 4-7, Brown 3-3, Hill 1-2, 
Brogdon 1-2, G.Antetokounmpo 1-2, Bled¬ 
soe 1-7, Middleton 1-7, Snell 0-1, Ilyasova 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Dallas 48 (Jordan 15), Milwaukee 51 
(G.Antetokounmpo 15). Assists—Dallas 
24 (Doncic 10), Milwaukee 21 (Bledsoe, 
G.Antetokounmpo 5). Total Fouls—Dallas 

19, Milwaukee 19. Technicals—Powell 2. 
Ejected-Powell. A-17,963 (17,500). 

Wizards 101, Pistons 87 

DETROIT - Bullock 4-11 2-2 12, Griffin 
9-16 7-11 29, Pachulia 2-3 0-0 4, Jackson 

3-11 0-0 7, Brown 2-10 0-0 4, Johnson 2-5 
0-0 4, Leuer 0-1 0-0 0, Galloway 3-5 0-0 8, 
Calderon 2-2 2-2 7, Lucas 0-1 2-2 2, Ken- 
nard 2-8 1-1 5, Thomas 2-4 0-0 5, Robin¬ 
son III 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 31-77 14-18 87. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 7-13 4-4 20, 
Green 5-11 1-1 11, Bryant 5-9 1-2 11, Sa- 
toransky 4-8 2-3 10, Beal 4-12 7-8 16, 
Brown Jr. 0-0 0-0 0, Porter Jr. 7-15 1-1 19, 
Dekker 4-6 2-2 11, Mahinmi 0-3 2-2 2, Pay- 
ton II 0-0 0-0 0, Randle 0-1 1-4 1, McRae 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 36-79 21-27 101. 

Detroit 17 17 30 23- 87 

Washington 29 21 31 20-101 


Three-point goals—Detroit 11-34 (Grif¬ 
fin 4-7, Galloway 2-4, Bullock 2-7, Calde¬ 
ron 1-1, Thomas 1-2, Jackson 1-5, Lucas 
0-1, Johnson 0-1, Brown 0-2, Kennard 0- 
4), Washington 8-23 (Porter Jr. 4-6, Ariza 

2- 5, Dekker 1-2, Beal 1-3, Mahinmi 0-1, 
Randle 0-1, Satoransky 0-1, Green 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Detroit 
40 (Griffin 9), Washington 45 (Bryant, 
Ariza 12). Assists—Detroit 22 (Bullock, 
Brown, Calderon, Griffin 4), Washington 
24 (Satoransky 8). Total Fouls—Detroit 
21, Washington 18. Technicals—Griffin, 
Mahinmi. A-16,229 (20,356). 

Bulls 104, Cavaliers 88 

CHICAGO - Hutchison 2-3 3-4 8, Mark- 
kanen 5-11 0-0 13, Lopez 4-9 0-0 8, Dunn 

5-10 2-2 13, LaVine 9-16 4-6 25, Parker 2-5 

4-4 10, Felicio 0-0 0-0 0, Portis 6-10 0-0 15, 
Arcidiacono 1-3 0-0 3, Harrison 1-2 0-0 3, 
Blakeney 0-2 1-2 1, Selden 1-5 3-4 5. Totals 
36-76 17-22 104. 

CLEVELAND - Hood 1-8 2-2 4, Osman 

3- 7 1-2 8, Zizic 4-7 5-6 13, Sexton 7-17 2-3 
18, Burks 1-7 1-1 3, Adel 0-0 0-0 0, Blos- 
somgame 3-8 1-2 7, Frye 3-4 1-2 9, Della- 
vedova 1-6 1-2 3, Payne 4-11 2-4 11, Clark¬ 
son 4-12 4-5 12. Totals 31-87 20-29 88. 

Chicago 31 17 28 28-104 

Cleveland 18 24 25 21- 88 

Three-point goals—Chicago 15-30 
(Markkanen 3-5, LaVine 3-6, Portis 3- 
6, Parker 2-3, Dunn 1-1, Hutchison 1-1, 
Harrison 1-2, Arcidiacono 1-3, Lopez 0- 
1, Selden 0-2), Cleveland 6-27 (Frye 2-2, 
Sexton 2-6, Osman 1-4, Payne 1-5, Hood 
0-2, Dellavedova 0-3, Clarkson 0-5). Re¬ 
bounds—Chicago 50 (Lopez, Hutchison 
9), Cleveland 38 (Zizic 9). Assists-Chi- 
cago 24 (Dunn 9), Cleveland 16 (Clarkson 
4). Total Fouls—Chicago 26, Cleveland 18. 
Technicals-Portis. A-19,432 (20,562). 


Thunder 127, Knicks 109 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-18 9-9 31, 
Grant 6-9 3-5 16, Adams 5-8 0-0 10, West¬ 
brook 6-12 4-5 17, Ferguson 3-5 0-0 9, 
Nader 6-9 2-3 16, Noel 3-5 0-0 6, Patterson 
1-2 0-0 2, Schroder 5-12 3-3 17, Diallo 1-2 
1-2 3, Luwawu-Cabarrot 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 

45- 83 22-27 127. 

NEW YORK - Knox 3-8 0-1 8, Vonleh 3- 
6 4-7 10, Kornet 1-4 0-0 2, Mudiay 6-11 2-2 
14, Hardaway Jr. 7-14 5-6 23, Hezonja 2-5 

1- 2 5, Robinson 4-4 0-1 8, Kanter 5-11 1-1 
11, Ntilikina 4-12 0-0 9, Trier 3-8 10-10 16, 
Dotson 1-4 1-2 3. Totals 39-87 24-32 109. 

Oklahoma City 34 33 36 24-127 

New York 16 31 35 27-109 

Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 15- 
29 (Schroder 4-7, George 4-9, Ferguson 

3- 5, Nader 2-3, Grant 1-2, Westbrook 1-2, 
Patterson 0-1), New York 7-23 (Hardaway 
Jr. 4-9, Knox 2-3, Ntilikina 1-3, Vonleh 0-1, 
Kanter 0-1, Trier 0-1, Kornet 0-1, Mudiay 
0-2, Dotson 0-2). Fouled Out—Robinson. 
Rebounds—Oklahoma City 49 (West¬ 
brook 10), New York 36 (Robinson, Trier 

6) . Assists—Oklahoma City 26 (West¬ 
brook 9), New York 25 (Trier 8). Total 
Fouls-Oklahoma City 31, New York 23. 
Technicals—New York coach David Fiz- 
dale. Trier. A-19,493 (19,812). 

Nets 123, Kings 94 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert 1-10 2-2 4, 
Bjelica 1-3 0-0 2, Cauley-Stein 6-8 0-1 12, 
Fox 4-14 0-2 9, Hield 4-10 0-011, Jackson 6- 
8 0-0 14, Bagley III 3-7 3-4 9, Giles III 4-8 0-0 

8, Mason 0-10-0 0, Ferrell 1-5 0-0 3, Bogda- 
novic 9-19 1-2 22. Totals 39-93 6-11 94. 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 7-10 2-2 16, Gra¬ 
ham 2-3 3-4 8, Allen 3-5 2-2 8, Russell 12- 
25 0-0 31, Harris 8-14 0-0 19, Carroll 3-8 2-4 

9, Hollis-Jefferson 2-7 1-1 5, Davis 2-2 2-2 
6, Napier 3-4 4-4 10, Dinwiddle 3-12 4-5 11. 
Totals 45-90 20-24 123. 

Sacramento 23 37 25 9- 94 

Brooklyn 29 26 38 30-123 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 10- 
25 (Hield 3-6, Bogdanovic 3-6, Jackson 

2- 3, Ferrell 1-1, Fox 1-2, Bjelica 0-1, Ma¬ 
son 0-1, Bagley III 0-2, Shumpert 0-3), 
Brooklyn 13-35 (Russell 7-14, Harris 3-4, 
Graham 1-2, Dinwiddle 1-5, Carroll 1-5, 
Allen 0-1, Kurucs 0-2, Hollis-Jefferson 0- 
2). Rebounds—Sacramento 37 (Hield 7), 
Brooklyn 56 (Davis 16). Assists—Sacra¬ 
mento 26 (Bogdanovic 11), Brooklyn 25 
(Russell 8). Total Fouls—Sacramento 20, 
Brooklyn 15. A-14,233 (17,732). 

Magic 122, Hawks 103 

ORLANDO - Simmons 3-6 1-1 7, Isaac 

4- 8 0-0 8, Vucevic 12-23 4-4 29, Augustin 

4- 8 3-3 15, Fournier 9-18 8-9 29, Iwundu 0- 
0 0-0 0, Martin 3-5 0-0 8, Bamba 3-3 2-2 8, 
Briscoe 1-5 0-1 2, Ross 7-15 1-1 16. Totals 

46- 91 19-21 122. 

ATLANTA - Prince 4-10 0-0 9, Collins 

5- 12 3-6 14, Dedmon 8-14 3-3 24, Young 8- 
13 5-6 21, Bembry 5-111-111, Spellman 0- 
1 0-0 0, Len 1-7 0-2 2, Lin 5-9 4-5 15, Carter 
0-2 0-0 0, Dorsey 2-3 0-0 5, Hamilton 1-4 
0-0 2. Totals 39-86 16-23 103. 

Orlando 28 32 31 31-122 

Atlanta 31 26 21 25-103 

Three-point goals—Orlando 11-29 
(Augustin 4-6, Fournier 3-6, Martin 2-3, 
Vucevic 1-3, Ross 1-7, Simmons 0-2, Isaac 
0-2), Atlanta 9-30 (Dedmon 5-7, Dorsey 1-1, 
Collins 1-3, Lin 1-3, Prince 1-5, Carter 0-1, 
Spellman 0-1, Bembry 0-3, Len 0-3, Young 
0-3). Rebounds—Orlando 45 (Vucevic 14), 
Atlanta 44 (Collins 10). Assists—Orlando 
29 (Fournier, Ross 7), Atlanta 23 (Bembry 

7) . Total Fouls—Orlando 22, Atlanta 24. 
Technicals—Atlanta coach Hawks (Defen¬ 
sive three second) 2. A-16,611 (18,118). 
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Mary Altaffer/AP 


Carmelo Anthony reportedly is being 
traded by the Houston Rockets to the 
Bulis, who don’t plan on keeping the 
lO-time All-Star. Chicago pians on 
trading him before the Feb. 7 deadline or 
releasing him to become a free agent. 

Rockets 
trading 
Anthony 
to Bulls 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Carmelo Anthony is 
going to Chicago, albeit only on paper. 

Where he’s going next remains unclear. 

A person with direct knowledge of the 
matter said the Houston Rockets are trad¬ 
ing Anthony and an undisclosed amount 
of cash to the Bulls in a deal that was ex¬ 
pected to be completed Tuesday. The per¬ 
son spoke to The Associated Press on the 
condition of anonymity Monday because 
the trade still needs league approval. 

When that comes — the only reason why 
it didn’t happen Monday is because the 
NBA office was closed to commemorate 
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday — 
Anthony will have a new team, though still 
won’t be back on the floor. The Bulls have 
no plans to play Anthony and will look to 
either trade him before the Feb. 7 deadline 
or ultimately waive him and make him a 
free agent. 

The trade ends a short-lived saga in 
Houston for Anthony, who averaged 13.4 
points in 10 games with the Rockets. He 
has not played since Nov. 8. 

Anthony was traded by Oklahoma City 
to Atlanta in July, a move that preceded 
the Hawks releasing him to sign with the 
Rockets. The Bulls, technically, will be An¬ 
thony’s fourth franchise in seven months, 
with likely one more to come before long. 

“We just had to see how things worked 
out,” Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni said 
in November when the team said it was 
parting ways with Anthony. “And the way 
we play probably wasn’t conducive to his 
game, and he was trying to make the nec¬ 
essary sacrifices and it wasn’t fair to him 
as a Hall of Fame player to play in a way 
that wasn’t good for him, wasn’t good for 
us. It just wasn’t a fit.” 

Anthony is a 10-time All-Star who has 
averaged 24.0 points and 6.5 rebounds per 
game in his career. He was the No. 3 pick 
in the star-studded 2003 draft class that 
also included No. 1 LeBron James, No. 4 
Chris Bosh and No. 5 Dwyane Wade. 


On basketball 

Giannis takes Round 1 vs. Luka 



Aaron Gash/AP 


The Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo dunks against the Mavericks’ Luka Doncic during 
the second half on Monday in Milwaukee. It was the first meeting between the young 
foreign-born stars, and the dunk was one of the few moments they were actually 


Antetokounmpo, 
Doncic have first 
head-to-head, dunk 
delivers moment 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Giannis Antetok¬ 
ounmpo and Luka Doncic never really 
squared off in their first head-to-head 
matchup, with the enormous exception of 
one game-deciding moment. 

The established All-Star drove the lane. 

The rising All-Star had no chance to stop 
him. 

There will be plenty of Giannis vs. Luka 
moments before their NBA careers are all 
said and done, but the first one came on 
Monday and it absolutely went Antetok- 
ounmpo’s way. His dunk over Doncic with 
2:50 left was a punctuation mark of sorts 
in Milwaukee’s 116-106 win over Dallas, a 
game that featured a top international can¬ 
didate for MVP this season against the very 
likely international rookie of the year. 

Antetokounmpo finished the dunk with 
a stare-down of Doncic. If there was a 
message in there, Antetokounmpo wasn’t 
saying. 

“Just a dunk,” Antetokounmpo said. “It 
was a momentum play.” 

Doncic — to the 19 year-old’s credit 
— was poised enough afterward to ac¬ 
knowledge that he’s still got a lot of room 
to grow before he consistently gets to Ante- 
tokounmpo’s level. 

“He’s a great, great player,” Doncic said. 
“He’s talked [about as] an MVP of this 
league. He’s becoming one of the best play¬ 
ers in this league.” 

The dunk didn’t certify that. 

But it did ensure the game didn’t slip 
away. 

Antetokounmpo led everybody with 31 
points, and grabbed 15 rebounds. Doncic 
became the second teenager in NBA histo¬ 
ry with a triple-double — finishing with 18 
points, 11 rebounds, 10 assists — and still 
wasn’t impressed with himself, because it 
came in a loss and in a game in which he 
shot 6-for-17 from the floor. 

“A triple-double from a rookie is pretty 
impressive,” Bucks coach Mike Budenhol- 
zer said. 

The Bucks gave Antetokounmpo a quick 
rest with about 5 minutes left in the fourth, 
up by 11. 

A minute later, Dallas was within six. 
Thus ending the rest and setting the stage 
for the monster dunk. 

Milwaukee called time to get Antetok¬ 
ounmpo back into the game, and moments 
later he found Malcolm Brogdon on an im¬ 
pressive pass from the high post for a re¬ 
verse layup. Doncic got Brogdon — a tough 
defender—to bite on a shot fake and turned 
that into a three-point play with 3:05 left, 
only to have Antetokounmpo drive the lane 
for the over-Doncic slam on the ensuing 
Milwaukee possession. 

Game over. There was time left, but the 
dunk sealed this one. 

“I am happy for my triple-double,” Don¬ 
cic said. “But I would prefer the win for 
sure.” 

He’ll have plenty more chances, and 
odds are, the world will be watching many 
of them. Greece and Slovenia are allies, of- 


matched up against each other. 

^Just a dunk. It was a 
momentum play. ^ 

Giannis Antetokounmpo 

Bucks star on his dunk against Mavs rookie 
sensation Luka Doncic 


ficially, but Antetokounmpo won Round 1 
of this basketball showdown. He prevailed 
despite Doncic’s triple-double — that came 
with him at 19 years, 327 days old, just 10 
days older than Markelle Fultz was when 
he had one last season. 

And their starry matchup that could be 
must-see TV for years to come was one of 
many international ties in this one. 

Dirk Nowitzki — drafted by the Bucks 
21 years ago, part of the prearranged 
deal worked out for Milwaukee to choose 
him and send him to the Mavs for Robert 
“Tractor” Traylor — was available for Dal¬ 
las, but didn’t play. Doncic is making daily 
headlines in Slovenia. Greek fans tweeted 
about Antetokounmpo sharing the floor 
during a pregame workout with his broth¬ 
er, Mavs rookie Kostas Antetokounmpo, 
who is still waiting to make his in-game 
NBA debut. 

“It’s great that they get a chance to be in 
the same building, both in uniform for op¬ 
posing teams,” Mavericks coach Rick Car¬ 


lisle said. “I think it must really be a nice 
thing for Giannis to have his little brother 
there, so it’s pretty cool.” 

The brothers chatted in courtside seats 
about 90 minutes before the game, posed 
for some photos, then left the arena togeth¬ 
er along with their mother. 

“I wish I’d played against him,” Giannis 
Antetokounmpo said. “But those few mo¬ 
ments that we spent before the game and 
during the game and after the game, they 
were amazing.” 

James Harden’s scoring tear of late for 
Houston might have him back on top in 
the MVP race, but Antetokounmpo is still 
right there. He illustrates where the NBA 
game is now: As on-court schemes change, 
the European players are feeling more at 
home half a world away from their home¬ 
lands. Antetokounmpo is a chiseled prod¬ 
uct who seems to still be getting better. 
Doncic arrived polished, but hardly is done 
developing. 

The Bucks belong to Giannis. Soon, if not 
already, the Mavs will belong to Luka. 

“It has been fun to be a part of,” said 
Nowitzki, who hails from Germany. “It’s 
fun to watch some of the European guys 
come in and not only be on the team, but 
be franchise players and go-to guys. It has 
been amazing to watch.” 

Odds are, the next Giannis-Luka mo¬ 
ment will be amazing as well. 
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SUPER BOWL 53 


McVay offers own 
view of blown call 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. 
— When the Los Angeles Rams’ 
team bus rolled into their subur¬ 
ban training complex after a bois¬ 
terous flight from New Orleans, 
the players and coaches were 
greeted by rowdy fans welcoming 
home the new NFC champions in 
the middle of the night. 

The Rams and their fans lost 
some sleep Sunday night — but 
not over that missed pass inter¬ 
ference on Nickell Robey-Cole¬ 
man that could have 
altered the outcome of 
Los Angeles’ 26-23 over¬ 
time victory in the NFC 
championship game. 

“Fm not going to 
sit here and say there 
clearly wasn’t a little bit 
of contact before that 
ball actually arrived,” 

Rams coach Sean 
McVay said Monday. 

“But whether he catches 
it or not, there’s a lot of 
things that go into that. 

... I feel bad for when it 
occurred in the frame¬ 
work of the game, but I 
thought (Saints coach) 

Sean (Payton) said it 
best: There’s a lot of 
other opportunities, and 
there’s a lot of things 
that do dictate and de¬ 
termine the outcome of 
the game.” 

And after watching 
the tape of their re¬ 
markable win, the Rams had a 
few questions of their own for the 
officiating crew. 

Specifically, the Rams couldn’t 
understand how the refs didn’t 
call Saints linebacker A. J. Klein’s 
apparent grab of Jared Goffs 
facemask on the Rams’ previ¬ 
ous drive. A penalty would have 
given a first down to the Rams at 
the New Orleans 1, putting them 
in prime position to take a 24-20 
lead with a touchdown with 5:03 
to play. 

“When you slow it down, clear¬ 
ly you can see some of the things 
that took place. If you want to do 


that on every single play, though, 
there’s a lot of instances. You 
want to slow some things down 
with a facemask on Goff, some 
different things,” McVay said. 
“What we try to do a good job of 
understanding is that it is an im¬ 
perfect game.” 

The Rams’ latest victory wasn’t 
perfect, but it was historic. This 
franchise is still deep in the 
years-long process of rebuilding 
its once-huge fan base in South¬ 
ern California after 21 years 
away in St. Louis. 

“We’ve been through a lot, and 
for us to go out there and 
grind through all this 
adversity just shows you 
how close we are in this 
room,” said guard Rod¬ 
ger Saffold, the longest- 
tenured Rams player in 
his ninth season. “The 
fans were excited for us 
to come back, and now, 
three years later, we’re 
on the biggest stage in 
sports. The city is elec¬ 
tric for us.” 

Aside from the late- 
game theatrics and 
twists, the Rams’ vic¬ 
tory was even more 
surprising because of 
the relatively small role 
Sean McVay played by their biggest 
Rams coach, offensive star, 
on missed Todd Gurley touched 
interference call the ball only five times, 
late in NFC while backup C.J. An- 
championship derson led the Rams’ 
game merger rushing game 
with 44 yards. Gurley 
was on the field for 32 snaps to 
Anderson’s 37, but last season’s 
Offensive Player of the Year 
didn’t look like himself 
McVay on Monday reiterated 
his claim that Gurley is fully 
healthy even though the running 
back missed the Rams’ final two 
regular-season games with an in¬ 
jured knee. 

“He’s feeling good, and he sure 
looked pretty healthy on that 
touchdown run where he ran 
through guys and demonstrated 
some explosion,” McVay said. 
“More than anything. I’ve got to 
get him more opportunities.” 


I’m not 
going to 
sit here 
and say 
there 
cieariy 
wasn’t a 
iittie bit 
of contact 
before 
that baii 
actuaiiy 
arrived. ^ 



David J. Phillip/AP 

Los Angeles Rams head coach Sean McVay, left, and quarterback 
Jared Goff hold the NFC championship trophy after Sunday’s 26-23 
overtime victory over the Saints in New Orleans. 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, top, celebrates with teammates after beating the Kansas 
City Chiefs in the AFC championship game Sunday in Kansas City, Mo. 


Hurdles cleared 

Patriots head to third straight Super Bowl 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass, 
om Brady smiled his way 
through the week lead¬ 
ing up to Sunday’s AFC 
championship game, 
mostly brushing aside questions 
about being an underdog for one 
of the few times during the Patri¬ 
ots’ unprecedented run of titles. 

But when Rex Burkhead 
crossed the goal line for a 2-yard 
touchdown to give New England a 
37-31 overtime win over the Kan¬ 
sas City Chiefs, Brady let joy alter 
his usual coy demeanor. 

He ripped off his helmet and 
leapt wildly in the air as his team¬ 
mates rushed the field around 
him. The Patriots were heading 
back to another Super Bowl. 

It will mark the third straight 
appearance for the Patriots and 
ninth overall for Brady, who 
again will be chasing a record 
sixth ring. 

A victory over the NFC cham¬ 
pion Los Angeles Rams would 
also put an emphatic stamp on 
what may have been the Patriots’ 
toughest road to a Super Bowl 
since Brady and Bill Belichick 
earned their first ring together in 
2001. 

“The odds were stacked against 
us. It hasn’t been that way in a 
while and it certainly was this 
year,” Brady said. 

The obstacles that Brady re¬ 
ferred to occurred both on and 
off the field for this latest incar¬ 
nation of the Patriots. 

The offseason saw the depar¬ 
ture of several key players from 
last year’s team that came up 
short in a Super Bowl loss to Phil¬ 
adelphia. Receiver Brandin Cooks 


Back again 


The New England Patriots are mak¬ 
ing their 11th appearance in the Super 
Bowi, having won five. Here are the 
resuits: 

Jan. 26,1986 

Chicago 46, New Engiand 10 

Jan. 26,1997 

Green Bay 35, New Engiand 21 

Feb. 3,2002 

New Engiand 20, St. Louis 17 

Feb. 1,2004 

New Engiand 32, Caroiina 29 

Feb. 6,2005 

New Engiand 24, Phiiadeiphia 21 

Feb. 3,2008 

New York Giants 17, New Engiand 14 

Feb. 5,2012 

New York Giants 21, New Engiand 17 

Feb. 1,2015 

New Engiand 28, Seattie 24 

Feb. 5,2017 

New Engiand 34, Atlanta 28, OT 

Feb. 4,2018 

Philadelphia 41, New Engiand 33 
Source: ESPN.com 

was traded to the Rams and cor- 
nerback Malcolm Butler, running 
back Dion Lewis, receiver Danny 
Amendola, and offensive linemen 
Nate Solder and Cam Fleming all 
left in free agency. 

Then came news that stalwart 
receiver Julian Edelman would 
be suspended for the first four 
games of the regular season for 
violating the league’s policy on 
performance enhancers. 

It helped contribute to a sur¬ 
prise 1-2 start and the first — al¬ 
beit small — signs of age for the 
41-year-old Brady. 

New England took a chance 
and traded for receiver Josh Gor¬ 
don after Cleveland decided it 
was time to part ways with him. 
His arrival helped calm things 
and contributed to six consecu¬ 
tive victories. 


But questions returned after a 
lopsided Week 10 loss at Tennes¬ 
see that exposed vulnerabilities 
on both sides of the ball. The Pa¬ 
triots won their next two, but then 
suffered a fluky last-second loss 
at Miami. 

That was followed by a loss at 
Pittsburgh and the abrupt loss of 
Gordon when he was suspended 
indefinitely by the NFL for vio¬ 
lating an agreement that allowed 
him to play after multiple drug 
suspensions. 

Still, despite facing the pros¬ 
pect of not having their usual 
home-field advantage in the post¬ 
season, the Patriots rediscovered 
their run game and offensive effi¬ 
ciency during wins over the Bills 
and Jets to close out the regular 
season. 

Brady threw for four touch¬ 
downs and had his highest quar¬ 
terback rating of the season in 
the 38-3 victory over the Jets. It 
set the stage for a vintage per¬ 
formance by Brady in their divi¬ 
sional-round playoff win over the 
Chargers. And on Sunday against 
Kansas City, he had 348 yards 
passing despite throwing two 
interceptions. 

Safety Devin McCourty said 
it’s a position they always thought 
they’d be in. 

“We’re not worried about stats. 
We’re not worried about Pro 
Bowls, All-Pros,” he said. “When 
we come back in April each year, 
it’s about getting to this game no 
matter what it takes. 

“This year was a tough one. We 
battled some things. We’ve been 
questioned and doubted by a lot of 
people. But I think the great thing 
is we trust in what we believe. 
Our faith never wavered inside 
the locker room.” 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Tsitsipas, American Collins reach semis 



Andy Brownbill/AP 


Danielle Collins celebrates after defeating Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 
in their quarterfinal match on Tuesday in Melbourne, Australia. 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 

— A post-millennial through 
and through, Stefanos Tsitsipas 
sounded as excited about doubling 
his YouTube channel’s followers 
to more than 30,000 within a few 
hours — “Oh, my God. Really?!” 

— as he was about becoming the 
youngest Grand Slam semifinal¬ 
ist since 2007. 

Ah, to be 20, emerging as pos¬ 
sibly the Next Big Thing in ten¬ 
nis and getting the opportunity to 
promote your travel vlogs. 

“Guys,” he urged folks watching 
the Australian Open on Tuesday 
in person or on TV, “if you haven’t 
subscribed, please subscribe.” 

Lest anyone get the idea that 
Tsitsipas’ stunning victory over 
Roger Federer at Melbourne 
Park was a fluke, he followed it up 
by beating No. 22-seeded Roberto 
Bautista Agut of Spain 7-5,4-6, 6- 
4, 7-6 (2) to become the first play¬ 
er from Greece to reach the final 
four at a m^or tournament. 

“I knew that win against Feder¬ 
er was important, played a huge 
role in my image — like, who I 
am,” said Tsitsipas, who eliminat¬ 
ed the two-time defending cham¬ 
pion in the fourth round Sunday. 
“But I knew that the biggest chal¬ 
lenge was today’s match, that I 
can prove myself once again.” 

Sure did. 

Next for Tsitsipas will be 17- 
time mgjor champion Rafael 
Nadal, who stopped the career- 
best run of another up-and-com¬ 
ing member of the sport’s new 
generation, 21-year-old American 
Frances Tiafoe, by dominating 
him 6-3, 6-4,6-2. Nadal saved the 


only two break points he faced 
and broke Tiafoe the first time he 
served in each set. 

In women’s action, unseeded 
25-year-old Danielle Collins of 
the US. reached her first Slam 
semifinal with a 2-6, 7-5, 6-1 vic¬ 
tory against Anastasia Pavly¬ 
uchenkova of Russia. Collins was 
an NCAA champion at the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia who began this 
tournament with an 0-5 record 
at m^ors and now has strung 
together five victories in a row, 
including over 2016 champion 
Angelique Kerber. 

Collins put aside a poor start 
Tuesday, including dropping a 16- 
minute, 28-point, 11-deuce sec¬ 
ond game to completely dominate 
the final set, which she opened by 
grabbing 20 of 23 points. 

She’ll now face two-time Wim¬ 


bledon champion Petra Kvitova, 
who is back in the semis at a 
mqjor for the first time since she 
was stabbed during an attack at 
her home in December 2016. 

“I didn’t really imagine being 
back,” a teary Kvitova said after 
defeating No. 15 Ash Barty of 
Australia 6-1, 6-4. 

“I’m calling it my ‘second ca¬ 
reer,”’ Kvitova said. “So it’s the 
first semifinal of the ‘second 
career.’ ” 

She hadn’t been this far at any 
Slam since Wimbledon in 2014, 
and at Melbourne since 2012. 

Cheered on by a loud, flag- 
waving contingent of Greek fans 
inside and outside Rod Laver 
Arena, Tsitsipas displayed his 
varied toolbox, producing 22 
aces, 30 more winners than un¬ 
forced errors (68-38) and a nose 


for getting to the net. 

It was a terrific encore to what 
he did against his idol, the 37- 
year-old Federer, a result that left 
Tsitsipas unable to sleep. 

Tsitsipas was down a break 
in the first and third sets before 
turning both around against Bau¬ 
tista Agut, whose own thrill-ride 
to the quarterfinals included vic¬ 
tories over Andy Murray, a three¬ 
time mqjor champion, and Marin 
Cilic, the 2014 US. Open champi¬ 
on and the runner-up to Federer 
at Melbourne Park a year ago. 

“Well, he’s a good player, no? 
He’s very complete. He has a 
good forehand and backhand. 
He’s serving well,” Bautista Agut 
said about Tsitsipas. “I think he 
knows the game. He knows how 
to play.” 

That’s why his peers voted him 
the 2018 Most Improved Player. 

And why he’s already in the 
Top 20, seeded 14th in Australia. 

Tsitsipas recently was asked 
what his goal was for this season. 
The reply: reaching the semifi¬ 
nals at a mqjor. Well, we’re all of 
three weeks into 2019 and that 
box is checked. 

So is he satisfied? 

“That’s like the starting point 
to go deeper,” Tsitsipas replied. 
“That’s like the minimum, I 
would call it.” 

No man as young as Tsitsipas 
had been this far at any Grand 
Slam tournament since Novak 
Djokovic at the 2007 US. Open 
or at the Australian Open since 
Andy Roddick in 2003. 

“It all feels like a fairy tale, al¬ 
most. I’m just living the dream, 
living what I’ve been working 
hard for,” said Tsitsipas, who 
dropped his racket, fell on his 


Scoreboard 


Tuesday 

At Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
Purse: $62.5 million (Grand Siam) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Quarterfinais 
Singies 
Men 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (14), Greece, def. 
Roberto Bautista-Agut (22), Spain, 7-5, 4- 
6, 6-4, 7-6 (2). 

Rafaei Nadai (2), Spain, def. Frances 
Tiafoe, United States, 6-3,6-4, 6-2. 

Women 

Petra Kvitova (8), Czech Repubiic, def. 
Ashleigh Barty (15), Austraiia, 6-1, 6-4. 

Danieile Rose Collins, US, def. Anasta¬ 
sia Paviyuchenkova, Russia, 2-6, 7-5, 6-1. 

Men’s Doubles 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina and Joao 
Sousa, Portugai, def. Michaei Venus, 
New Zealand and Raven Kiaasen (6), 
South Africa, 6-4, 7-6 (6). 

Women’s Doubles 

Samantha Stosur, Australia and Shuai 
Zhang, China, def. Barbora Krejcikova, 
Czech Republic and Katerina Siniakova 
(1), Czech Republic, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (4). 

Barbora Strycova, Czech Repubiic and 
Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Repubiic, 
def. Andreja Kiepac, Siovenia and Maria 
Jose Martinez Sanchez (5), Spain, 6-4,6-4. 

Aiison Riske, US and Jennifer Brady, 
US, def. Latisha Chan, Taiwan and Hao- 
Ching Chan (7), Taiwan, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

Kristina Miadenovic, France and 
Timea Babos (2), Flungary, def. Katarina 
Srebotnik, Slovenia and Raquel Atawo 
(9), United States, 6-4, 7-5. 


Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada and Mate 
Pavic (1), Croatia, def. Jean-Juiien Rojer, 
Netheriands and Hao-Ching Chan, Tai¬ 
wan, 6-4, 6-3. 

Rajeev Ram, United States and Bar¬ 
bora Krejcikova (3), Czech Republic, def. 
Lukasz Kubot, Poiand and Iga Swiatek, 
Poland, 6-3, 4-6, 10-5. 

Robert Farah, Colombia and Anna- 
Lena Groenefeld (5), Germany, def. Le- 
ander Paes, India and Samantha Stosur, 
Australia, 4-6, 6-4,10-8. 

Bruno Soares, Brazil and Nicole Meli- 
char (2), US, def. Timea Babos, Flungary 
and Marton Fucsovics, Flungary, 6-3, 6-2. 


back and covered his face with 
his hands at match’s end. “I mean, 
I feel a bit emotional but not too 
much because I know I worked 
hard to get here.” 


Smashed: Some former players say public tantrums set bad example 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“I mean, sure, it’s not good for kids to 
see,” he said. “But sometimes, it’s very im¬ 
portant to show emotion. ... In my genera¬ 
tion, we had so many players who did that: 
John McEnroe was (loing it a lot; Goran 
Ivanisevic was breaking rackets. Some¬ 
times, when you see your opponent doing 
that, you say: ‘Oh, he’s really upset. That’s 
good.’ But if you were playing McEnroe, 
you were in trouble, because he played bet¬ 
ter afterward.” 

Current players will cite McEnroe or 
Andy Roddick or Marat Safin, among oth¬ 
ers, when the subject is raised. They’ll talk 
about all-time classic displays, such as 
three-time mqjor champion Stan Wawrin- 
ka’s signature move of bending a racket in 
half over his knee, the way a Mqjor League 
Baseball slugger might try to break a bat. 
Or Marcos Baghdatis reaching into his bag 
for additional rackets during a changeover 
at the 2012 Australian Open (in a match 
against Wawrinka), until he’d slammed 
four and discarded them. Or Benoit Paire 
and his multiple-racket, sitting-then-stand¬ 
ing tantrum (in a match against Baghdatis) 
that drew $16,500 in fines, more than dou¬ 
ble his prize money from last year’s Wash¬ 
ington tournament. 

“If we see a guy break a racket, some¬ 
one will say to me, ‘Ah, yours was better,”’ 
said Baghdatis, the 2006 runner-up in 
Melbourne. 



Kin Cheung/AP 


At the 2017 Australian Open, Serena 
Williams smashed her racket during her 
match against sister Venus in the finals. 

A public tantrum by a pro can reveai 
frustration, sometimes reverses the 
course of a contest, and usuaily results in 
a fine of thousands of dollars. 

“There are worse things. For me, it’s 
something that it’s fun to see. It’s good 
for tennis. There is some character and it 
should be like that,” he said. “You have a 
bad day at the office, (and) you have a fight 
with your wife. You have a fight with your 
brother, your mother, your sister, your fa¬ 
ther. It’s the way life is. Sometimes you 


have bad days and it just comes out.” 

Leconte is hardly the only one who won¬ 
ders about what sort of example is being 
set for children who are watching, espe¬ 
cially those who play tennis. 

“It’s become all too commonplace. And 
it seems like other players see it happen¬ 
ing and they think, ‘Oh, this is OK to do.’ I 
think it’s bad modeling, and the rackets are 
obviously expensive,” said Tracy Austin, 
the 1979 and 1981 U.S. Open champion. 
“Emoting is good. We want to see person¬ 
alities. But actually being destructive is 
not helpful for anybody.” 

Ernests Gulbis, a former top-10 player 
known for raising racket abuse to an art 
form, says he wishes he could avoid ever 
doing it again. 

He also admits that’s not likely. 

“Sometimes the emotions just take over. 
It’s a fight. It’s like a gladiator fight. It’s not 
like you’re laying in bed and can just be 
relaxed,” Gulbis said. “Emotions just come 
out. I’m against it, personally, because you 
can fix your problems on court in a dif¬ 
ferent way. But to be honest, sometimes it 
helps.” 

That’s a popular take. 

“It made me feel better. I was very 
angry, so I let my anger out,” Zverev said 
Monday. 

Didn’t do him a bit of good on the score- 
board, though. 

He was trailing Raonic 6-1, 4-1 when he 
destroyed his racket at a changeover, then 


proceeded to drop the next two games and 
the third set, too. 

But Osaka, who’ll play in the quarterfi¬ 
nals Wednesday, did appear to get a boost 
from her racket fling while losing the open¬ 
ing set of what became a three-set victory. 

“For me, I tend to keep a lot of things bot¬ 
tled up. I just felt like in that moment, sort 
of releasing it was easier than just keeping 
it inside,” Osaka said, “and then maybe I 
would have dwelled on it for longer.” 

Top-ranked Novak Djokovic is a firm 
believer that the direction of a match can 
change with a well-timed to-do. 

So the 14-time Grand Slam champion is 
hardly shy about chucking the tool of his 
trade when the inspiration strikes. 

“At times in my career, these kind of 
situations, when I would scream or throw 
a racket, it would kind of wake me up and 
help me to just kind of free myself from 
that pressure that is just building through¬ 
out the match,” Djokovic said. “But there 
are times when it doesn’t help.” 

Crowd reactions vary. 

Fans are sometimes seen begging a 
player to hand over a messed-up racket as 
a keepsake. Yet when Djokovic shattered a 
frame by pounding it against the French 
Open’s red clay last year, spectators whis¬ 
tled and booed. 

“I’m not proud of doing that, to be hon¬ 
est. I don’t like doing that,” he said. “But at 
times, it happens.” 
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Getting 

smashed 

Racket busting allows frustrated 
players chance to vent on court 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — Way be¬ 
hind in a match he soon would lose, Al¬ 
exander Zverev leaned forward in his 
Australian Open sideline seat to repeated¬ 
ly, and violently, crack his racket against 
the court with a reverberating THWACK 
— one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight times in all, before throwing down 
the offending, and now-mangled, piece of 
equipment. 

Caused quite a, well, racket. 

“I heard it,” said Zverev’s oppo¬ 
nent Monday, 2016 Wimbledon 
finalist Milos Raonic. “I don’t 
think I looked over. I think 
it was pretty clear what 
was going on.” 

It certainly was 


Alexander Zverev 
smashes his racket in 
frustration during his 
fourth-round match 
against Miios Raonic 
on Monday at the 
Austraiian Open in 
Melbourne, Australia. 

Aaron Favila/AP 


not unusual. 
Smashing, 
spiking, 
bouncing 


or otherwise harming rackets is the most 
public form of anger, um, mismanagement 
in professional tennis, done all the time by 
all kinds of players, whether they are men 
or women, famous or unknown, seeded 
or otherwise, winning or losing. Over the 
first week of the Australian Open, Naomi 
Osaka, Dominic Thiem, Ryan Harrison 
and Daniil Medvedev, just to name a few, 
joined Zverev in producing GIF-worthy 
outbursts. 

For better or for worse, racket-breaking 
is as inescapable an element of the sport 
as forehands and backhands, often reveal¬ 
ing frustration, sometimes reversing the 
course of a contest, usually resulting in a 
fine of thousands of dollars, and even — as 
was the case with Serena Williams during 
her US. Open final loss to Osaka last Sep¬ 
tember — occasionally costing a player 
a point (in Williams’ case, because of an 
earlier warning). 

“I love it!” exclaimed Henri Leconte, 
the 1988 French Open runner-up. 

SEE SMASHED ON PAGE 31 
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On the mark 

Thompson ties record with 10 
straight three-pointers » Page 28 
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Rams coach McVay offers take on blown call »i>«.3o l!'jnil!l'J'!'!ll 








